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ARCHITECTURAL CHARACTER OF THE RENAISSANCE STYLE



The Renaissance style places emphasis on symmetry, proportion, geometry & the regularity of parts as done in the architecture of classical Greece & Rome . Orderly arrangement of columns, pilasters, lintels etc., & the use of semi-circular arches, hemispherical domes and niches replaced the irregular profiles of medieval buildings. The Classical Roman orders i.e. the Tuscan, Doric, Ionic, Corinthian & Composite were standardized by Renaissance architects like Palladio, Scamozzi etc. & were reintroduced both structurally and decoratively in construction after a period of 1000 yrs.



RENISSANCE



The Renaissance movement, which began in Italy, early in the 15th cent was a break in the continuous evolution of European architecture, starting from the Roman, to Early Christian & Byzantine, to the Romanesque and then to the Gothic.



Renaissance architects relied on conscious treatment of wall surfaces with rusticated & Ashlar masonry as an architectural motif as can be seen in buildings such as the Riccardi & Strozzi palaces.Riccardi & Strozzi palaces. The pointed arch that was considered as gothic was discarded in favor of the semicircular roman arch. Gothic ribbed vaulting also gave place to roman semicircular vaults & cross vaults. Cross vaults of unequal span, but equal height had the larger vault formed as an ellipse. Though they adopted the Byzantine treatment of domes over square compartments they raised the height of the



RENISSANCE



Renaissance architecture, instead of being the outcome of traditional methods, now became the studied product of individual architects, who with their pupils formed schools of design.



drum & decorated it with windows and columns to make them the most dominating feature, externally.



The Baroque style was a visible statement of the wealth & power of the Church.



RENISSANCE .



BAROQUE STYLE Baroque architecture started in the late 16th to early 17th century in Italy, mainly as a reaction to the curb of artistic freedom that the rules of the renaissance style imposed. It took the Roman vocabulary of renaissance architecture and used it in a new theatrical & sculptural fashion expressing the triumph of the church & the state. New architectural concerns for color, light & shade, sculptural values and intensity characterize the Baroque. It was a break away from orthodoxy in plan, design & treatment. It was expressed in sinuous frontages, overdone decoration, twisted shaft columns, curved pediments & flying figures..



Features



The features of the baroque era showed long, broader naves, or occasionally with circular forms.



It displayed dramatic use of light that could be either strong light-and-shade contrast (known as chiaroscuro)effects; or they used uniform lighting by means of several windows.



Another feature was opulent use of ornaments (puttos made of wood (often gilded), plaster or stucco, marble or faux finishing), they used large-scale ceiling frescoes. Baroque features also include illusory effects like trompe l'oeil(an art technique involving extremely realistic imagery in order to create the optical illusion that the depicted objects appear in three dimensions.) and the blending of painting and architecture



Baroques external façade is often characterized by a dramatic central projection, however the interior is often no more than a shell for painting and sculpture which was seen in the late Baroque period.



The three principal architects of this period were the sculptor Gianlorenzo Bernini, Francesco Borromini and the and each evolved their own distinctively individual architectural expression.



Francesco Borromini



S. Agnese in Agone: dome and bell tower



Sant'Andrea al Quirinale, Bernini
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