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BALKAN AMERICAN SYMPOSIUM STRENGTHENING FAMILIES AND COMMUNITIES FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 16, 2016 09:30



Registration



09:50



Welcome and Opening Remarks



Mr. Veli Kreci, Professor, Faculty of Political and Public Administration, SEE-University Mr. Veton Latifi, Professor and Director, Max van der Stoel Research Institute, SEEUniversity. Mr. Mark Small, Professor, Clemson University, South Carolina.



10:10



From Child Welfare to Children's Well-Being: What can we Learn from Children? Key Note Address Asher Ben-Arieh, Haruv Institute



11:00-12:00



Marriage



Education and Religiosity as Predictors of Valuing Faithfulness in Marriage in Albania: Findings from the 2008 European Values Study, Timothy Hagen, Ph.D., Epoka University Influential Factors in the Formation of Attitudes on Homosexuality Marriages in Albania, Juliana Ajdini, Ph.D. & Erika Bejko, University of Tirana Public Perception of Child Adoption regarding Gender and Age, Msc.Galsvinda Biba, ( PhD Candidate) & Dr. Lediana Xhakollari ‘Luigj Gurakuqi’ University BREAK 12:15-1:15



Parenting



Parenting in Albania: An Analysis of Proverbs as a way to Understand the people’s Mentality related to Partenting Philosophy, Prof. Dr. Edlira Haxhiymeri & Dr. Majlinda Keta, Tirana University



The Situation of Children’s Rights in Albania: Achievements, Challenges and Concerns, Prof. Dr. Nikoleta Mita & Prof. Dr. Edlira Haxhiymeri, Tirana University Parental Abuse and Adolescent Mental Health, Dr. Saemira Pino, Marin Barleti University Work Life Conflict, Work Pressure, Work Hours among Working Parents in Public and Private Universities in Albania, Migena Kapllanaj Ph.D. Candidate. Saemira Pino Ph.D. , Marin Barleti University Challenges of Academic Women in Balancing their Work, Family and Life, Ana Uka, PhD Candidate, Clemson University, Beder Univesity 1:15-2:15



LUNCH



2:15 – 3:15



Family Support



Territorial Reform and the Need for Services Closer to Family and Community; the Case of Durres Municipality, Prof. Ass. Dr. Eliona Bimbashi Kulluri, & Msc.Marsela Allmuça, University of Tirana Family Services for Elderly in Need, Eris Dhamo, Ph.D., University of Tirana, & Eneida Zalli, Ph.D., University “Aleksander Mojsiu”, Durrës/Albania Parents and the Community for a Successful School Administration, Prof. Assoc. Irida Agolli Nasufi & Prof. Asoc. Artur Rada, University of Tirana Parental Involvement in School Management and Curriculum Development, Ph.D.Robert GjediaLecturer of Educational Sciences at “Marin Barleti” University in Tirana The Quality of Governance and EU Regional Policy as a Key Determinant in the Process of the Integration of the Western Balkans into the EU, Demush Bajrami, PhD & Amir Mustafai, PhD cand.



BALKAN AMERICAN CONFERENCE ABSTRACTS



Education and Religiosity as Predictors of Valuing Faithfulness in Marriage in Albania: Findings from the 2008 European Values Study, Timothy Hagen, Ph.D., Epoka University Given the benefits of faithfulness in marriage to members of society, this study seeks to find to what extent gender, level of education, history of cohabitation, and religiosity predict attitudes toward faithfulness in the nationally-representative European Values Study administered in Albania in 2008 (N = 1,534). The study finds that being female and being religious weakly and positively predict increased valuing of faithfulness in bivariate regression analyses, with religiosity ceasing to be significant in a multiple regression analysis. Lower levels of education and having no history of living with a partner before marriage significantly and moderately predict increased valuing of faithfulness. Findings from this study raise questions as to why increased religiosity and educational attainment appear to have trivial or negative impacts respectively on valuing faithfulness and highlight the need for further research into interventions to encourage faithfulness in marriage in Albania.



Influential Factors in the Formation of Attitudes on Homosexuality Marriages in Albania, Juliana Ajdini, Ph.D. & Erika Bejko, University of Tirana Attitudes and values regarding homosexuality have a fundamental importance in shaping the debate regarding homosexuality marriages. The purpose of this study is to examine the factors that influence the formation of attitudes on homosexuality marriage. This paper is base on in-depth interviews with students of social work, during the academic year 2014-2015, to analyze the fundamentals attitudes about marriage between persons of the same sex. It is used qualitative research methods. Data collection was conduct through semi-structured interviews and literature review. Results show that: change of generations; religion; perception of homosexuality; contacts with gay people; moral values and emotional attitudes are the main factors that influence the formation of attitudes towards homosexuality marriage.



Public Perception of Child Adoption regarding Gender and Age, Msc.Galsvinda Biba, ( PhD Candidate) &Dr. Lediana Xhakollari ‘Luigj Gurakuqi’ University There has been an increasing interest by media and the public in child adoption issues. The official data shows that are some preferences on child adoption regarding gender and age. With the rising demand for babies from child care institutions by many Albanian couples, there is need to ascertain the public perception about gender and age of child adoption. To evaluate the perception of child adoption regarding gender and age among the public in municipality of Shkodra, Albania. The study is designed to explore its purpose through the application of a semi ‑ structured questionnaire, with grown up individuals 18 – 65 years, who are residents of Shkoder municipality. Quantitative and qualitative data are gathered, analysed and integrated in the study using SPSS Version 19.0. The participants in this study were 506



people. One conclusion reached was that being a female baby and under 2 year gives more chance to be adopted in Albania.



Parenting in Albania: An Analysis of Proverbs as a way to Understand the people’s Mentality related to Partenting Philosophy, Prof. Dr. Edlira Haxhiymeri & Dr. Majlinda Keta, Tirana University Over the years, scholars and professional people in Albania are involved in a discussion how to improve the parenting style in Albania. Very often discussions are focused on what can be considered positive and negative in the way Albanian parent raise their children? Is it the right way? What needs to be changed? How can it be changed? Is it possible to change? Before answering to these questions, the authors of this research decided to make an analysis of the popular proverbs on parenting as a way to understand the mentality of common people and from there to continue with further analyses and recommendation for interested actors in the field. For the sake of this research, the authors of this paper have reviewed main proverbs on parenting according to regions in the country. Though Albania is considered a country of a homogeneous population (only a small percentage of it belongs to minorities) and it has one dominant culture, still people living in different regions of the country, because of the country mountain landscape, have been able to develop their subculture. Each region of the country is characterized by special dialect, folk music, customs and traditions that contribute to a rich national culture. The same can be said for the proverbs. In centuries people have expressed their mentality, thoughts and attitudes in proverbs. The authors believe that by analyzing proverbs on parenting we can understand the mentality of people and from there we can begin with planning the change, if it can ever happens. The authors believe that the results of this research can serve to scholars interested in the field, psychologists, social workers, teachers and parents themselves to understand the roots and reasons of their parenting styles and how to make changes if this is needed.



The Situation of Children’s Rights in Albania: Achievements, Challenges and Concerns, Prof. Dr. Nikoleta Mita & Prof. Dr. Edlira Haxhiymeri, Tirana University Though Albania has ratified the main conventions and protocols of the United Nations and the Council of Europe that underline that children are entitled to full rights and that because of their characteristics, and physical and intellectual maturity, they need special protection and attention by families and state institutions, this is not the situation in Albania, yet. Children suffer from grave violation of their rights and their wellbeing is rarely discussed as a priority issue by politics and society. Furthermore, when we talk about specific groups of children, such as children with disabilities, children in blood-feud, children on the street and children with HIV/AIDS, the programs are often far from understanding, achieving and addressing the rights and needs of such groups. This research is focused on the assessment of achievements, challenges and concerns that the Albanian society is facing with regard to children’s rights implementation. The authors of this paper aimed at drawing a full picture of the situation of the rights of children in Albania by focusing in some main aspects such as: (a) Regulatory and institutional framework for the protection of children’s rights; (b) Right to family and social protection; (c) Right to health care; (d) Right to development and education; and (e) Right to legal protection. In order to realistically identify achievements and concerns in the above mentioned aspects, authors of this research have based



their research work mainly on literature review. All national documents, strategies, reports and studies in the field of children’s rights prepared and published during the last five years have been subject of analyses for the sake of this research. Furthermore, the authors of this paper have reviewed reports prepared by international bodies (eg Committee for the Convention of the Rights of Children) and independent organization of local or international activity. Studies of individual scholars, experts in the field of children’s rights, are also considered for the sake of this research. For the purpose of this research, authors have interviewed ten actors in this field (representatives of central government, members of Albanian Parliament, representatives of state agency for children, representatives of local government, representatives of civil society organizations, scholars, children and parents of children).While analyses the data, facts and information collected by primary and secondary resources, authors were able to identify some achievements that Albania has made in meeting the obligation as a State party for the implementation of the Convention of the Rights of Children, such as the improvements in the legislation to give priority to the best interest of the child; the establishment of the State Agency for Children as an independent agency to deal with children’s rights and issues; the establishment of CPU (Child Protection Units) in local government structures; the initiative to protect and care for children on the street, the initiative to prevent the institutionalization of children in orphanages, etc, there is still much to do to build a social protection system that first protects the most vulnerable children and families.



Parental Abuse and Adolescent Mental Health, Dr. Saemira Pino, Marin Barleti University This research is an attempt to explain from a professional perspective the impact that parental neglect and abuse has on adolescent mental health. Several authors have shown that children who have experienced parental neglect and abuse are more likely to develop antisocial behavior in adolescence. They underline the idea that parental neglect is associated with Borderline Personality Disorders, difficulties in relationships and behavior with strangers, inappropriate behavior models and expressed aggressively (Perry, 2012). This research made use of an anonymous questionnaire with 32 structured questions, designed to receive data on the use of practices and different types of abuse by parents to discipline children during childhood. The questionnaire was filled in by 60 teenagers, in five different high schools of Tirana city. The research sample was selected on purpose. The selected group of students was assessed by school psychologists as having behavioral disorders. Results show a significant link between violent behavior of parents in their childhood and problems they display in adolescence. The study analyzed in depth how different types of parental abuse ranging from verbal threats, swearing, slapping, hitting, threats, lack of attention, the exclusion of children, etc., create the ground for the emergence of behavioral difficulties in adolescence and problems related to their mental health. The recommendations of this study focus on the area of intervention and prevention of parental violence, as well as in matters directly related to the protection of the rights of children for parental care and insuring a complete physical well-being, their mental and emotional health included.



Work life conflict, work pressure, work hours among working parents in private andpublic universities in Albania, Migena Kapllanaj Ph.D. Candidate. Saemira Pino Ph.D.



In the last 20 years, the university sector has developed intensively and in different forms. There are more data. These developments have increased expectation for being up to date in teaching methods, research, project, progressive qualification etc. Families too have undergone a lot of changes in structure, role division and parents’ engagement. Lots of studies and research have been done especially recently to identify the impact of these changes in individuals, families and work setting. In this article we try to explore the relationship of work life conflict, work pressure, work hours among working parents in private and public universities in Albania. The preliminary results show moderate to high level of work life conflict and work pressure. Impact of work hours, private and public institution and family patterns are explored. Work life conflict is an issuer of interest for organizations, policy makers and the whole society. This study is one of the first considering this target group in Albania.



Challenges of Academic Women in Balancing their Work, Family and Life, Ana Uka, PhD Candidate, Clemson University, Beder Univesity This study aimed at examining the challenges that academic women face in their family and work life and supportive mechanisms that can help them keep a balance between family and career. The research questions are as following: 1) What are the challenges that academic women encounter as professionals in their work life? 2)What are the challenges that academic women encounter as professionals in their family life? 3)What kind of supportive mechanisms can help academic women balance their work and family life? The survey was completed by N=28 academic women working in public and non-public universities of two main cities in Albania. The results showed that more than 50 percent of academic women agree that challenges they encounter in family and work life decrease the quality of their work. Results also revealed that the majority of academic women agree that flexible working hours may help them keep a balance in both areas.



Territorial Reform and the Need for Services Closer to Family and Community; the Case of Durres Municipality, Prof .Ass. Dr. Eliona Bimbashi Kulluri, & Msc.Marsela Allmuça, University of Tirana The new territorial division and the new law "On the organization and functioning of local government" seems to have added challenges and responsibilities for existing local structures in the area of social services especially in services for families and community. The new local government units (LGU) in Albania cover multiplied geographic area, but have remained the same structural organization in terms of staff quantity and quality, and offer limited services. The purpose of this study is to analyze the situation of social services (especially those that are focus on the family) linked to the needs of the population in Durres LGU and to provide recommendations for their improvement. Methods of secondary data analysis combined with qualitative data provided through semi-structured interviews with key local persons (leaders and specialists of social services), and focus groups with representatives of NPOs and public institutions that provide services in the municipal territory of Durres are used to achieve the study objectives. Key findings are related with lack of adequate facilities to provide services in the LGU, lack of official disaggregated data for various social categories which bring difficulties in programming process based on needs for local services, lack of capacities to develop social plans which brings a chaotic distribution and in some cases overlapping of services. Some of recommendations are focused to the need



of social plan for services development, need to diversify and distribute services, strengthening LGUs capacities, etc. Family Services for Elderly in Need, Eris Dhamo, Ph.D., University of Tirana, & Eneida Zalli, Ph.D., University “Aleksander Mojsiu”, Durrës/Albania This study is a report of elderly who lives in family exploring their needs, experiences of ageing in family and social care needed. The aim of this study was to describe elderly perspectives on their experiences in seeking care from family member and professional team. However, few researchers have studied elderly's perspectives on their relationships with familiars and professionals when seeking care. In Albania, elderly situation is understudies, maybe from culture position and traditional rules of ageing in home and offering family care. To realize this study we have use qualitative methods, data were collected on 2015 with a convenience sample of 24 elderly via in-depth interviews, focus groups and participant observation (Denzin & Lincoln, 1998). Elderly’s ages ranged from 65 to 98 years. The transcribed data were thematically analyzed. Family has change their roles of interacting and elderly aren’t familiar with specialized services for them. Most of elderly emphasized the importance of ageing in home with access and support of social and medical care. Parents and the Community for a Successful School Administration, Prof. Assoc. Irida Agolli Nasufi & Prof. Asoc. Artur Rada, University of Tirana Parents play an important role in the development of academic and socio-emotional development of their children. The concept of school community center, based on the Convention of Children Rights presents a comprehensive approach that links all aspects of education reform in the child's placement in the center of attention in all activities organized and implemented in school. The article analyzes the importance of parental and community participation in management with success of school activity within the school community center. Reviews of the literature, qualitative methods of collecting, analyzing and interpreting the data collected through semi-structured interviews with key informants are used in this article. Relations between school and community are often not stable and turbulent. Among the obstacles and difficulties they have highlighted poor communication between the actors involved in this process and the lack of constructive dialogue between school and family, lack of accountability and information by members of the community. There is a need to identify models and incentives for a better involvement of community in school administration and for absorption of suggestions and ideas for improving school performance.



Parental Involvement in School Management and Curriculum Development, Ph.D.Robert Gjedia Lecturer of Educational Sciences at “Marin Barleti” University in Tirana The article "Parental Involvement in School Management and Curriculum Development" is a professional attempt to present experiences, ideas and good practices from different Western countries that have transformed cooperation between parents and school in work culture..The author, through the application of research methodology, combined with analysis and scientific review of the different materials, such as:



laws, standards, the professional and varied materials, examples, studied and learned from the Internet or the different texts, presents western experiences for parental contribution about management and development of curricula at school and at home, and provides a broad overview of the problems, strengths and challenges that school have today for working in this direction. The article is built in three parts, such as: 1. Parental involvement in decision-making of school bodies and curriculum development. 2. Parental involvement in the appointment and dismissal of teachers and leaders of school. 3. Parental involvement in curriculum development at school and at home. The article presents and good practices how the parents can facilitate the learning of pupil’s in home environment, in other social environments and community life, which are part of the culture of cooperation between school and family in some Albanian schools, which are involved in the project for transforming them into community centers. On the other hand, the article aims to motivate education experts to support this culture of cooperation because most of the time children spend at home, in a social environment around it and this is an enough time in which parents can contribute to their fruitful development.



The Quality of Governance and EU Regional Policy as a Key Detrminant in the process of the integration of the Western Balkans into the EU, Demush Bajrami, PhD & Amir Mustafai, PhD cand. This paper analyzes the quality of governance and financial assistance as key determinants for successful integration within the European Union and increasing thus, the level of quality of life within the Western Balkans (hereafter: WB). Since the different aspects of social life are embedded with various contexts of social cohesion, community rights, consistent family relations and social harmony, then the integration in EU will be consider as sine qua non of applying the above aspects in the WB. Moreover, the paper develops a comparison of the WB with current EU members and the forthcoming, on the basis of the selected indicators of governance, likewise: rule of law, democracy, corruption, political stability and effectiveness of state. As for the WB, by all quality of governance indicators, especially in the rule of law, lags behind 28 of the current EU countries, make us aware of the difficulties in application of the respective reforms a and facing an obstacles in the association agreement of the WB with EU, but also as challenge in achieving sustainable social harmony and economic development of the region.
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