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When I was RC chaplain at Bates College, a mixed Jewish-Catholic couple came to me talking about marriage. The young Jewish student had met a Catholic student, and they started attending mass together. She became interested – on her own – in converting to Christianity. When she entered the Catechumenate, the process for adults to become Roman Catholic, her parents came to Lewiston to announce to her that she was “dead to them.” While she stood weeping, her parents actually prayed prayers for the dead. And then they left. New York Times. KABUL, Afghanistan — In a dank basement on the outskirts of Kabul, Josef read his worn blue Bible by the light of a propane lantern, as he had done for weeks since he fled from his family in Pakistan. His few worldly possessions sat nearby in the 10-by-10-foot room of stone and crumbling brown earth. He keeps a wooden cross with a passage from the Sermon on the Mount written on it, a carton of Esse cigarettes, and a thin plastic folder containing records of his conversion to Christianity. The documents are the reason he is hiding for his life. On paper, Afghan law protects freedom of religion, but the reality here and in some other Muslim countries is that renouncing Islam is a capital offense. Josef’s brother-in-law Ibrahim arrived in Kabul recently, leaving behind his family and business in Pakistan, to hunt down the apostate and kill him. Reached by telephone, Ibrahim, who uses only one name, offered a reporter for The New York Times $20,000 to tell him where Josef was hiding. “If I find him, once we are done with him, I will kill his son as well, because his son is a bastard,” Ibrahim said, referring to Josef’s 3-year-old child. “He is not from a Muslim father.” Now, first of all, in fairness to Jews and Muslims in particular, Christians are not particularly understanding or compassionate when conversion goes in the other direction. We can be intolerant of what we do not understand. But in this unparalleled gospel passage from Matthew today, Jesus is preparing his disciples for a difficult ministry ahead. After all, he tells us that if non-believers call him the son of Beelzebul, the Devil, what can we as his disciples expect? Those of us who are cradle Christians may have a disadvantage. Because the default for our lives is Christianity, we may forget – if we ever knew- that



being a Christian can be hard work. Now, as a good Lutheran, I am NOT saying that our salvation is hard work! The hard work was done on the cross, after all. But the daily work of witnessing what it means to be a Christian might just elude us more often than not. If, as Jesus says, no disciple is above the teacher, and if Jesus, the teacher, sacrificed everything, including his life, then what is our sacrifice? For early Christians, sacrifice often meant giving one’s life for the faith. And we know that in parts of the world, that is still the case (as put forth in the example above). But in this land of the free where the vast majority of non-Christians ignore us rather than persecute us, what is left to sacrifice? Or is this really meant to be a free ride? So I offer these sacrifice questions for your consideration: If all American Christians were willing to sacrifice being comfortable with what people think of us, how would the world change if we all spoke up RADICALLY and PERSISTENTLY about issues of hunger, homelessness, and poverty. If all American Christians were willing to sacrifice being comfortable with the political status quo, how would the world change if we all spoke up RADICALLY and PERSISTENTLY about justice and freedom in Palestine? And about global responsibility in places like Syria and Iraq? If all American Christians were willing to give up being physically comfortable enough to fulfill their biblical obligation to tithe a portion of their income and wealth to the Lord’s work, what would happen to AIDS, Malaria, Tuberculosis, Dysentery, measles, and other diseases ravaging the developing world? In a nation that has seen 3.8 school shootings per week since the beginning of 2014, what does it take for the Christians of this land to get out of our comfort zone and make a sacrifice to bring some sanity to the public debate on violence? In a world where women and girls are treated like garbage at an alarming rate, how uncomfortable are we willing to get as Christian people to make that change? None of us may ever be thrown to the lions. Thankfully, we may never run and hide in fear of being killed for our faith. But this reality of our freedom



does not make us immune from today’s gospel at all, unless we inoculate ourselves from it. We are obsessed with what others think of us. We don’t want to be labelled as pushy or radical. And maybe that is where we have to be willing to die. We have to be willing to give up lives of comfort and complacency, and there may be a sort of dying there. In Matthew 10: 26-31, We have the reassurance of Christ that this is what we are called to do, not separate from God, but rather in God’s name: So have no fear of them; for nothing is covered up that will not be uncovered, and nothing secret that will not become known. 27What I say to you in the dark, tell in the light; and what you hear whispered, proclaim from the housetops. 28Do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul; rather fear him who can destroy both soul and body in hell. 29Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground apart from your Father. 30And even the hairs of your head are all counted. 31So do not be afraid; you are of more value than many sparrows.
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final analysis the church's one foundation is not the bank account; it's not even who your pastor is; the. church's one foundation is Jesus Christ the Lord.
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Jan 8, 2017 - Visit our website for podcasts of services and videos of special events. www.gracelbc. .... We also pray for complete healing and recovery from.
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