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Matthew 4:18-20 18



As Jesus was walking beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon called Peter and his brother Andrew. They were casting a net into the lake, for they were fishermen. 19 “Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will send you out to fish for people.” 20 At once they left their nets and followed him. Today is the feast of Saints Peter and Paul. Although both men were pillars upon which the early church was built, it was Peter whom Jesus chose to be the “rock” upon whom the church would be built. In Catholic tradition, Peter is listed as the first Pope of the church. Even today, the ring worn by the Pope depicts St. Peter. The ring is worn on the right hand of the pope and it depicts a bearded St. Peter holding a pair of keys. The Pope’s ring indicates the role of the pope as a “fisher of men”. Peter and Andrew were the first apostles called. Why choose fishermen first, and why give a



fisherman such a prominent place in the life and ministry of Christ and his church? I grew up on the coast of Maine. My father’s father sailed the open seas as a young cook on a merchant vessel. My mother’s father was once in the Canadian, and then American Coast guard. Both grandfathers retired from careers building ships in Bath. And many of our family friends growing up were fishermen. In fact, my dear friend Fay Pye, whose dance recital was held last night, is a daughter of a fisherman, the late Clyde Pye. If you live in Phippsburg and your name is Pye, you probably make your living fishing. In the wee hours of the morning in Brigham’s Cove, I hear the lobstermen through my bedroom window, shouting their greetings to one another as they pull traps, and I hear the chug of fishing boats as they make their way through Casco Bay. At 5:00 a.m. it’s charming when you’re on vacation! This is the extent of my expertise on fishing. Peter Kelley is here with us today, and during our gathering downstairs, he will share his own story and reflections on fishing. Two years ago, we dedicated our ship, the “follower” as a commemoration of 50 years at this church in Rosemont corner. And we keep this commemoration alive by remembering the lives of fisherman, merchant marines, sailors, and all of those who make their livelihoods, and sometimes give their lives, on the water. Now back to our question. In choosing a leader for the church, why pick a fisherman? And what does it mean to be “fishers of people” today? What I do know, and what I am sure Mr. Kelley can attest to, is that the fishing trade can go any number of ways. Ideally, you obtain a good catch, and the catch you get is highly valued. It is that value that pays the bills, supports the family, and fuels a local economy. Sometimes, the value is high, but the catch is low. Those fish can be elusive creatures at times after all. And sometimes, the catch is great, but the value is low, making tough work seem tougher. And at times when there is a small catch AND a low value, the effect can mean loss and hardship. Not



everyone remains a fisherman. And doesn’t that sound an awful lot like the church? And maybe for this reason, Jesus picked a fisherman to lead his early church. Despite his funny quirks and empty betrayals, Peter knew well that fishing for people would be a risky business. There have been times in the history of the church when the catch has been great, and it has been of high value. Not only are the numbers up, but there is zeal for the work of God in Christ that transforms the world. At the darkest periods in church history, the catch has been small, and the value very low. And where are we today? Are we now at a time when not only are the numbers low, but the value placed on Christianity is low as well? Is this a trying time for us to be fishing? It is tempting to say, “If we only had the numbers, we would be alright.” And so in our churches, we tackle new people, especially if they have children, in hopes that mere numbers will save our fishing fleet. But like fishing, it isn’t that simple. The church must also be of high value to the society in which it lives. In many ways, we have lost some value because we have not always been clear about our mission or message. So filling nets (or pews really) is surely not the only answer. When we do catch fish, how valuable are they to us as people, and how valuable is the church to the world in terms of justice, peace, and hope? And of those who go out to sea to make their living, there are always some who do not return. Fishing, and life on the sea in general, is dangerous work. And as a church, the true value of our message lies in our willingness to give our lives for it. You can’t grow up on the coast of Maine, in a shipbuilding town, with a Methodist father without knowing the beloved hymn, “Jesus Savior, Pilot me.” It is one of my favorites.



Edward Hopper was born in New York City on February 17, 1818. His father was a merchant and his mother a descendant of the Huguenots, the persecuted French Protestants. In 1870, he began the most fruitful phase of his ministry when he became pastor of a church in New York harbour known as the “Church of Sea and Land.” Here he ministered most effectively for the remaining years of his life to the many sailors who made their way to and from their ships. It was while ministering at his sailor’s mission that Edward Hopper wrote this hymn text especially for the spiritual needs of these sea-faring men. He wrote it anonymously, as he did all of his works, and for some time no one ever knew that the pastor of the sailors was also the author of the sailor’s favorite hymn. Jesus, Saviour, Pilot Me has been included in nearly every evangelical hymnal published until the present time. Through the years it has been a hymn that is especially meaningful to young people sincerely concerned about knowing God’s will for their lives. At the age of seventy-two, Edward Hopper’s prayer expressed in the third stanza of his immortal hymn had its complete fulfillment when he died in 1888. He was found sitting in his study chair, pencil in hand, writing a new poem on the subject of heaven.



How important it is that you and I learn the lesson of this hymn — that of placing our implicit confidence in the Pilot of our souls as He guides us through the tempestuous seas of life. And though there may be the storms and waves that at times almost seem to swamp us, we can be certain that our Lord is still in control and will lead us safely to our heavenly home. 1. Jesus, Saviour, pilot me over life’s tempestuous sea; Unknown waves before me roll, hiding rock and treach’rous shoal; Chart and compass come from Thee—Jesus, Saviour, pilot me. 2. As a mother stills her child, Thou canst hush the ocean wild; Boisterous waves obey Thy will when Thou say’st to them, “Be still.” Wondrous Sov’reign of the sea, Jesus, Saviour, pilot me. 3. When at last I near the shore, and the fearful breakers roar Twixt me and the peaceful rest —then, while leaning on Thy breast, May I hear Thee say to me, “Fear not — I will pilot thee.” AMEN
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What I do know, and what I am sure Mr. Kelley can attest to, is that the fishing trade can ... Edward Hopper's prayer expressed in the third stanza of his immortal. 
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very important for us to be a healthy church, because we keep the message. We have this opportunity in history to reform ourselves and to reshape ourselves in ...
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None of us may ever be thrown to the lions. Thankfully, we may never run. and hide in fear of being killed for our faith. But this reality of our freedom. Whoops! There was a problem loading this page. Retrying... Whoops! There was a problem loading 
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being a Christian can be hard work. Now, as a good Lutheran, I am NOT. saying that our salvation is hard work! The hard work was done on the. cross, after all.
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Page 1 of 3. August 31, 2014. A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew. 21From that time on, Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and undergo great. suffering at the hands of the elders and chief priests and scrib
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final analysis the church's one foundation is not the bank account; it's not even who your pastor is; the. church's one foundation is Jesus Christ the Lord.
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When the wall is gone, they think their work is complete but God has other ideas. God tells them ... (Kairos Prison Ministry International, Inc.;. Red Manual ...
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God tells them that they need to go and help others break down their walls. But this must be done in love because if it is not done with love it will be meaningless.
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Oct 16, 2011 - If you have turned from your sins and put your faith in Christ, your sins are obliterated, wiped away, never to be held against you, and his refreshing presence is with you in the person of his Spirit. And when God sends Jesus back to 
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Jun 19, 2016 - You have heard of the endurance of Job and have seen the outcome of the Lord's dealings, that the Lord is full of compassion and is merciful.
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May 1, 2016 - 1) 9:2 It was a popular thought in the first century that suffering was a direct result of personal sin. 2) The truth is that suffering is ultimately the result of ... Aposunagogos (ap-os-oon-ag'-o-go)â€”excommunicated, put under a ban-
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God sends his Son who pleads to him in the garden of Gethsemane to take this away from him. But God's will must be done and God has to feel Jesus' pain ...
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Aug 18, 2013 - Then I said, â€œWoe is me, for I am ruined! Because I am a man of unclean lips, And I live among a people of unclean lips; For my eyes have seen ...
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Oct 2, 2016 - Visit our website for podcasts of services and videos of special events. ... October 16th - Following the worship service, all are invited to an.
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Oct 2, 2016 - experience cider pressing and all can enjoy having a taste of home- made apple cider. A craft project will also be offered for all children!
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May 29, 2016 - Visit our website for podcasts of services and videos of special events. .... who are in treatment, and recovery, suffering from various stages.
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Feb 7, 2016 - Let Helga Boge at [email protected] know if you are plan- ... eries/coffee and shops that you can park at church and walk to! Check it out::.
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Jan 22, 2017 - Visit our website for podcasts of services and videos of special events. www.gracelbc. ... Offering. Offertory. Congregational Prayer. Hymn: 268 .
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Jul 19, 2015 - come to schedule a Sunday on the sign-up sheet on the bulletin ... Pray for each pastor and speaker who brings us God's message on Sun-.
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Jan 8, 2017 - Visit our website for podcasts of services and videos of special events. www.gracelbc. .... We also pray for complete healing and recovery from.
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