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We are now in the 16th chapter of Matthew in the lectionary, but a lot has happened up until this moment in the 16th chapter. In Matthew we have the Nativity story of Jesus; we have Jesus healing the sick; we have the Sermon on the Mount, “you are the salt of the earth - you are the light of the world”. The Sermon on the Mount and instruction for the Christian life includes exhortations to give to the poor. Jesus taught us, “here is how you pray.” Jesus tells us not to worry because God will take care of us and not to judge because none of us are the judge except God. Jesus says: “be wise” “be healed” “be clean” “your sins are forgiven”. He tells us to come to him when we are burdened. He also tells us to go out. Jesus drives out demons; he tells stories about sowers and seeds. He feeds 5,000, and a little later he needs 4000 more; he walks on water; he heals the Canaanite woman. Then there is the beheading of John the Baptist’ and the followers of Jesus begin to feel that they may well be under siege. There are problems with the Pharisees and the Sadducees and then in chapter 16 in today's gospel Jesus asked for a profession of faith - he asks for the first time, “Who do people say that I am, and he specifically asks the apostles, “who do you say that I am?” So for the first 16 1/2 chapters of Matthew, Jesus is about teaching, healing, following, and then in the 16th chapter - well into Jesus’ ministry - he asks for a profession of faith. Churches today will tell you (all Catholic and non-Catholic churches alike) will tell you that we are in a crisis of faith in many ways and in a decline in membership and a decline in in devotion to the church. And lots of people who write books about why that might be so and sociologists and historians and so forth talk about what it is that has changed. But look at this pattern in Jesus’ ministry of traveling and healing and teaching and all that he did before he asked anyone for profession of faith - it could be possibly that we the church have it backwards historically. The church (including our own Lutheran Church) the church historically has demanded some sort of allegiance and joining up and some profession of faith or creed a belief to come through our doors. In the past a new person would come through our doors and pretty soon afterwards we would hand them a catechism and then came the welcoming then came the entrance into the church. But that really isn't a model that Jesus used. The model that Jesus used was relational. People had a relationship with him. Peter professes his faith because he's been following him around; he has developed a relationship with Jesus and so what we may have had backwards or gotten backwards somehow is that the relationship gets supplanted in the sense by the fact that we demand membership and creed and so forth from people before we have a true relationship with them. And that's the thinking among a lot of ecclesiologists in our churches today. A creed and all of those things are very important for us but never as important as the relationship. The relationships that Jesus had sustained him in his ministry and his relationship with the apostles. The other thing that strikes me about this gospel passage today is that Jesus doesn't ask for this profession of faith until a time when the church is viewed as countercultural. When his followers at that time started to come under siege. This should tell us something as well; he started to have problems with the religious and political leaders of his day right. In fact, after this profession of faith the next passage in Matthew is Jesus predicting his crucifixion - so right after Peter says, “This is who you are”



and Jesus says, “well done. The keys of the kingdom are yours.” , he predicts his death and things kind of go downhill from there on the journey to Jerusalem and the cross. The church is under siege; John the Baptist has been beheaded; Jesus is getting in trouble and then comes Peter's profession o faith. It strikes me that this gospel tells us that at a time when the church is the most countercultural when, the church is most problematic with the powers that be, it is most important to know who Jesus is. It is very important at times when we're countercultural to have that understanding and to be able to tell other people who Jesus is. We were in the process a couple years ago of electing our Synod Bishop and we had groups of people that were nominated. I got all of 18 votes and then I was knocked out (probably good for all of you and probably good for the church universal) but anyway those remaining candidates that were there I was just waiting for somebody to raise their hand and ask them, “Who is Jesus?” No one asked. We are at a time when the church can either be countercultural or it will probably die because our reason for existing with gone away. You know, there are multiple opportunities in the world for the church to get into trouble and to be a voice in the wilderness: When a teenager can be executed (shot five times once between the eyes) for jaywalking, human life - in America, in Gaza, in Iraq, you name it 30,000 feet above Ukraine – life is so dispensable - you had better believe that the church should get countercultural really quick. When the poor are blamed for being poor and the hungry for being hungry, we had better be asking who is Jesus! In 32 years of ordination I have never heard a pope quoted so many times by Lutherans and Methodists and other people of faith than Pope Francis. Pope John XXIII came pretty close, but hope Francis gets quoted all the time and with good reason. In May, Francis made a statement; he said, “Inequality human inequality - is the root of social evil. And the you-know-what what hit the fan! Bloggers all over the place, conservative bloggers, conservative think-tanks, even some within the Catholic Church really really took him to task on that and said, “Now you've gone too far. Now you've just gone too far.” “Inequality can be solved if the poor would just pull themselves up not be poor anymore you would solve the problem is not about human inequality!” These people want to do battle with the church for the right to claim the earth as their own playground. Countercultural? I don't pretend to speak for the Pope but perhaps he knows who Jesus is, and the question of course for us is do we know who Jesus is. Jesus asks us, “Who do you say that I am?” if we are going to be anything meaningful in the world as a church we need to be able to answer that question. I will not go over all the lyrics to The Church’s One Foundation again because we sang so beautifully at the beginning of worship. I love all those voices out there singing it! From the time I was a child the church's one foundation has been one of my favorite hymns because it sort of tells it all if you look at it, and it's a great a great old hymn and it's a hymn that we share with so many of our Christian brothers and sisters. And you can't say it better: “The church's one foundation is Jesus Christ her Lord.” In the final analysis the church's one foundation is not the bank account; it's not even who your pastor is; the church's one foundation is Jesus Christ the Lord. The hymn goes on to tell the story about all the church



has seen and how when the church has been countercultural, and how difficult that is been but in the end the church triumphant shall be the “church at rest” because Jesus Christ is the foundation. Jesus Christ asked us a question, “Who do you say that I am?” Well, what do we say? Let us pray. Loving God, thank you for the gift of your son. We thank you for his sharing the keys with us to open all things we thank you for the opportunity to profess faith in him and to be meaning in our lives and in our broken world. Amen
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very important for us to be a healthy church, because we keep the message. We have this opportunity in history to reform ourselves and to reshape ourselves in ...
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None of us may ever be thrown to the lions. Thankfully, we may never run. and hide in fear of being killed for our faith. But this reality of our freedom. Whoops! There was a problem loading this page. Retrying... Whoops! There was a problem loading 
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being a Christian can be hard work. Now, as a good Lutheran, I am NOT. saying that our salvation is hard work! The hard work was done on the. cross, after all.
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Page 1 of 3. August 31, 2014. A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew. 21From that time on, Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and undergo great. suffering at the hands of the elders and chief priests and scrib
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What I do know, and what I am sure Mr. Kelley can attest to, is that the fishing trade can ... Edward Hopper's prayer expressed in the third stanza of his immortal.
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Oct 16, 2011 - If you have turned from your sins and put your faith in Christ, your sins are obliterated, wiped away, never to be held against you, and his refreshing presence is with you in the person of his Spirit. And when God sends Jesus back to 
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Jun 19, 2016 - You have heard of the endurance of Job and have seen the outcome of the Lord's dealings, that the Lord is full of compassion and is merciful.
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Oct 2, 2016 - experience cider pressing and all can enjoy having a taste of home- made apple cider. A craft project will also be offered for all children!
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May 29, 2016 - Visit our website for podcasts of services and videos of special events. .... who are in treatment, and recovery, suffering from various stages.
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Feb 7, 2016 - Let Helga Boge at [email protected] know if you are plan- ... eries/coffee and shops that you can park at church and walk to! Check it out::.
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Jul 19, 2015 - come to schedule a Sunday on the sign-up sheet on the bulletin ... Pray for each pastor and speaker who brings us God's message on Sun-.
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Jan 8, 2017 - Visit our website for podcasts of services and videos of special events. www.gracelbc. .... We also pray for complete healing and recovery from.
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