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Bee Green: University of Malaya Beekeeping Club



February 2014



kelulutman.blogspot.com



Coordinators: Dr. John Wilson, Mr. Sing Kong Wah (Gary) Museum of Zoology, Institute of Biological Sciences, Faculty of Science Email [email protected] Phone 03-7967-4112 Background Bees are fascinating animals for many reasons. They have an usual social system including the queen bee, workers and soldiers; they play an important role in ecosystems and are the primary pollinators of many plants including those grown by humans for food, medicine and beautification; they have been cultivated by humans for centuries as a source of luxury food (honey) and products (beeswax candles); and recently have become charismatic foci of eco-tourist attractions (My Happy Bee Farm, Genting Highlands; www.myhappybeefarm.com and Muzium Lebah Sedunia, Melaka; http://beefarm.com.my/museum.php). For all these reasons, beekeeping has become an educational model for sustainability and citizen science. Bee clubs are springing up on university campuses around the world, including prestigious campuses in world cities (Princeton, USA, Imperial College London, UK). However, there are currently no educational institutions in Malaysia with a bee club, giving the University of Malaya an opportunity to be the first institute to initiate this program and to promote the university’s image as the country’s leading educational institution on environmental and sustainability issues. Objective To establish a thriving bee club at the University of Malaya. a. The club will provide a social forum for students with passion for sustainability and environmental justice and a “living” platform for educational outreach activities on sustainability, ecology and biodiversity. b. Club members will gain skills in beekeeping, and also entrepreneurship, as the club will also operate as a “business” with prospects for income generation after successful establishment of the bees. Photo adapted from: http://www.calvin.edu/chimes/2013/09/30/bee-crisis-prompts-beekeeping-student-organization/



Project Budget Item Beehive and bees (includes hive, stand, and bees) Lock and padlock Signage Syringes for harevsting honey Jars for honey Label printing TOTAL



Price (RM) 1500 50 Provided by JPPHB 50 100 50 1750
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Appendix 1: Project milestones and activities



Appendix 2: Scientific activities (adapted from beekeeping.com) 1. Surveys to identify the major nectar and pollen plants found in the area, especially those plants the bees visit, and those visited in large numbers. 2. Surveys to record the flowering periods of these plants, noting the weather conditions which are conducive to good nectar flows from these plants. 3. Collect records of the weight gains and losses of the beehive. 4. Examine local weather records and soil data in relation to the bee productivity. Appendix 3: Safety and ethical concerns The true honeybees (genus Apis) like bumblebees, wasps and hornets have a stinger at the posterior end of their abdomen. However, in Malaysia we also have stingless bees (genus Trigona). These bees also produce honey, but as the name implies, do not have a stinger. The bees are domesticated, but will survive better in natural wood, so the hives contain trunks and wooden/plastic frames where the honey is produced and collected. The colony at UM will be the native stingless bees so there is no risk of stings and no need for protective clothing when observing the hive and harvesting honey. Appendix 4: What a domesticated stingless beehive looks like
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