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The Berkeley Journal of Gender, Law & Justice’s Practical Citation System



The Berkeley Journal of Gender, Law and Justice believes that legal citation should be guided by the principle that any reader should be able to locate a source with minimal effort.



• •



•



• • • • • •



• •



Formatting of sources should be speedy and consistent, without unnecessary flourishes, distinctions, or conventions. As often as possible, a citation should link to the referenced source. Online sources should always include a link, ideally one to a stable page such as those created by Permalink, although the Journal does not endorse any particular service for creating these links. When in doubt, err on the side of simplicity and clarity. The Journal expressly disregards the formatting of punctuation (i.e. whether the comma in a citation is italicized or not) since such formatting is irrelevant to the reader’s ability to find the source and almost invisible to the naked eye. The Journal does not use small-caps, since they do not add additional meaning. The Journal uses two signals, See generally and But see. These signals are intelligible to the general reader, who has no training in the Bluebook, and offer valuable information. They should be italicized. The Journal does not use supra, because it is inefficient and jarring to have to page back though a piece to identify a source. The Journal uses short citations and examples of those are given in the table below. Short cites are appropriately used after a full citation has been given and are used in place of supra. The Journal does not abbreviate the names of law journals because it does not presume familiarity with every available publication. The Journal encourages abbreviation generally where the meaning of the abbreviation is unmistakable (for example, Gov’t or Inc.) but strongly discourages it where there is potential ambiguity (Emp. or Temp.) Parentheticals are encouraged, and used much as they are in the Bluebook (see examples below). The Journal values internal consistency, but values accessibility, simplicity, and effective reference over uniformity across its publications.



When in doubt, err on the side of clarity, including more information, and simplifying formatting.



Cases Full Citations: [Case Name], [Reporter Vol. #] [Reporter Name] [Page # on which opinion begins], [optional pincite, repeated if multiple and separated by commas] ([Court location if not obvious from reporter name] [Year]) ([Parenthetical information as necessary]). Short Citations: [Shortened Case Name], [Reporter #] [Reporter Name] at [page #]. Examples: Supreme Court Brown v. Board of Ed. of Topeka, 347 U.S. 483 (1954) Brown, 347 U.S. at 483. 



Roe v. Wade, 410 U.S. 113, 115, 118 (1973) Roe, 410 U.S. at 113, 115. Circuit Courts Winsor v. United States, 699 F.3d 169 (2nd Cir. 2012) (cert. granted) Winsor, 699 F.3d at 169. Flores v. Lynch, No. 15-56434, 6 (9th Cir. 2016). Flores, No. 15-56434, at 6. District Courts Jackson v. Maxwell, 262 F.Supp. 494 (D. Idaho 1966). Jackson, 262 F.Supp. at 494. Little Rock School District v. Pulaski County Special School District, 584 F.Supp. 328, 331, 335 (E.D. Arkansas 1984). Little Rock School District, 584 F.Supp. at 335. State Supreme Courts State v. Pichardo, 376 P.3d 278 (Sup. Ct. Oregon 2016). Pichardo, 376 P.3d at 278. State Appellate Court People v. Bates, 642 N.E.2d 774 (App. Ct. Illinois 1994). Bates, 642 N.E.2d at 774. State Trial Court Scott, et. al v. Bowen, No. RG14-712570 (Superior Ct. of Alameda County, Cal. 2014) available at https://perma.cc/3BUS-EFDW. Scott, No. RG14-712570. Notes • Abbreviate reporters as the Bluebook does, and cite to the regional reporter whenever possible (except for Supreme Court citations which are cited to U.S.) • If neither a reporter citation nor a U.S. citation is available, link to the decision and use the official case number. • Include dissenting or concurring after the name of the author, in the first parenthetical (e.g., (BaderGinsberg, dissenting)). • We generally prefer not to use superscript in Circuit names, for readability. • Do not abbreviate the names of states, except in reporter names. • District is abbreviated as “D.” • When you cite to a slip opinion (an opinion that has not yet been published in a reader), use “No. ####” • A short form should include a portion of the case name unless the name appears in the passage supported by the citation.



Statutes *Do not use a short citation for statutes. 



Constitutions: [Name of Jurisdiction] Const. [Cited Part: may include Art., Amend., Cl. separated by commas]. Federal Statutes: [Title #] U.S.C. [Section Symbol] [Section Numbers and Associated Subsections]. State Statues: [Name of Code], [Section Symbol] [Code Number] Examples Constitutions U.S. Const. art. II, § 3, cl. 5. Cal. Const. art IX, § 5. Federal Statutes Americans with Disabilities Act, 42 U.S.C. § 12101. State Statutes North Carolina Racial Justice Act, N.C. Gen. Stat., § 15-190 (2009) (The Act, allowing death-row inmates to challenge their conviction on the basis of racial bias, was later repealed). North Carolina Gen. Stat., § 15-190 (2009) Notes • Unless indicating that the statute is not current, do not include the year. • Never cite to a version of the statute located behind a paywall (i.e. Lexis or Westlaw) • If the act is known by a common name and that name is relevant to the substance of the writing (such as “Megan’s Law”, the name may be inserted before the official name of the code in the first citation, but is not included in subsequent citations.



Books Full Citation Whole Book: [Author], [Title] [page #] ([nth ed. Year of publication]) Chapter: [Author], [“Title of Chapter,”] [in Title of Book], [page #] [(nth ed. year of publication)] Anthology: [Author of Chapter], [“Title of Chapter”], [Page Range] [If applicable: “at pincite”] [in Title of Book], [eds. Name of Eds., ([nth ed. Year of publication]) Short Citation: [Author’s last name], [Shortened Version of Title] at [Page #]. Examples Rose Corrigan, Up Against a Wall: Rape Reform and the Failure of Success, 213 (2013). Corrigan, Up Against a Wall at 212. Herma Hill Kay et. al., Conflict of Laws: Cases, Comments, Questions, (9th ed. 2013). Hill Kay et. al., Conflict of Laws. Roderick Ferguson, “The Knee-pants of Servility: American Modernity, the Chicago School, and Native Son,” in Aberrations in Black: Toward a Queer of Color Critique, 31, 48 (2003). Ferguson, “The Knee-pants of Servility” at 36.







Cheryl Clarke, “Lesbianism: An Act of Resistance,” 242-53 in Words of Fire: An Anthology of Black Feminist Thought, (ed. Beverly Guy-Sheftall) (1995). Clarke, “Lesbianism” at 247. Notes • If two authors, give both names separated by “&”. • If more than two authors, use the first author, followed by “et. al.,”. • Do not list middle names or middle initials of authors. • In short cites for sources with two authors, retain both authors’ last names (“Piven & Cloward”) and if more than two authors, retain “et. al.”



Articles Full Citation: [Author], [Title], [Vol. #] [Journal Title] [1st page of the article,] [Pincite if applicable,] (Year of publication). Short Citation: [Author’s last name], [Shortened Version of Title], at #. Examples Zoe Savitsky, Inertia and Change: Findings of the Shriver Report and Next Steps, 25 Berkeley Journal of Gender, Law & Justice 172 (2010), available at http://scholarship.law.berkeley.edu/bglj/vol25/iss1/4. Savitsky, Inertia and Change, at 178. Notes • Include a permanent link if a link is available. • Do not abbreviate journal names



Reports Full Citation: Periodic: [Author], [Title], [Vol. #] [Volume Title] [1st page of the article], [Pincite if applicable,] (Year of publication). Independently Published (not part of a series): [Author], [Title] [if applicable: Vol. #] [page #] ([nth ed. Year of publication]). Short Citation: [Shortened Title], at #. Examples U.S. Dep’t of Justice, October 1, 2015 – March 31, 2016, Semiannual Report to Congress 1, 35, available at https://perma.cc/F7QW-MGJP. October 2015 –March 2016 at 17. U.S. Dep’t of Justice, Report Regarding the Criminal Investigation Into the Shooting Death ofMichael Brown By Ferguson, Missouri Police Officer Darren Wilson, (2015) available at https://perma.cc/4AZY-LKM4. Regarding the Shooting Death of Michael Brown, at 42. Notes 



• •



If the publication year is in the title of the report, do not include it in a parenthetical, otherwise include the date parenthetical. Reports are mainly authored by institutions, which is why the author is not retained in the short cite. If it aids clarity, include the authoring institution.



Websites Full Citation Independent Site: [Author, if available], “[Page Title],” [Site Name, if applicable] [Date of publication,] [Permanent link] Blog Post: [Author of post,] “[Title of Post],” [Date of Post], hosted by [Name of Blog], [Author of Blog], available at [url]. Short Citation: [Page or Post Title, Shortened if Necessary] [Publication Date]. Examples Alicia Garzia, et. al, “Herstory,” Black Lives Matter, 2014, https://perma.cc/5K3T-8RJE. “Herstory,” 2014. Gregory Smithers, “Why Do So Many Americans Think They Have Cherokee Blood? The History of a Myth,” 1 October 2015, hosted by Slate.com, available at https://perma.cc/PH7N-S5RV. “Why Do So Many Americans Think They Have Cherokee Blood?” 1 October 2015. Notes • Follow the same conventions used for books and articles for multiple authors. • Be sure to create a permanent link for every website citation. • Give the date with the greatest possible specificity, in international format (Day Month Year).



Video and Audio Full Citation: Videos Sourced from Video Hosting Sites: [Creator of Video], “[Title of Video],” [at “min: sec”, if applicable] [date video was published], hosted by [video host site], available at [url]. Videos Not Originally Produced for Online Platforms: [Title], [“Episode Name” if applicable], ([Creator] [Release Date]) Songs and Other Audio Recordings: [Artist], “[Title],” on [Album Name if applicable], ([Release Date]) Short Citation: [“Title of Video/Audio”], [Publication Date, if more specific than year], [at #:## if applicable] [if no more specific date, year]. Examples The StyleHorse Collective, “We Shall Remain,” at 3:24, 21 August 2014, hosted by YouTube, available at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gs0iwY6YjSk. “We Shall Remain” 21 August 2014. Happy Together, (Wong Kar-wai 1997) 



Happy Together, at 1:02-08 (1997). Scandal, “Enemy of the State” (Shonda Rhimes, 2012). “Enemy of the State,” at 10:13 (2012). Blue Scholars, “Joe Metro,” on Bayani (2007). “Joe Metro” (2007). Notes • Since most permanent link creation sites do not support video hosting sites like YouTube, give the direct URL. However, when you cite a video, you should save it to an MP3 file and keep it on file incase of inquiry. • The creator of a piece may vary depending on the media – for films, the creator is usually the director, for songs, usually the artist, for Youtube videos, usually the primary user. Use your best judgment.



Other Full Citation: [Author], [Title], [if applicable, in whatever larger publication unit], [if applicable, most precise possible pincite], [date of publication], available at [url] Short Citation: [Author], [Shortened Title], [at #]. Notes • Err on the side of clarity and accessibility – if you feel including more information would aid the reader, do so. • Whenever possible, provide a link to the source. • Don’t abbreviate unless the meaning of the abbreviation is absolutely clear to the general reader (for this purpose, envision the general reader as a bright, engaged senior in high school). Credits: Much of this citation system is retained from the Bluebook or copied from Judge Posner’s excellent piece, The Bluebook Blues. Harvard Law Review Association, et. al., The Bluebook: A Uniform System of Citation (20th ed. 2015). Richard Posner, The Bluebook Blues (Reviewing Harvard Law Review Association, The Bluebook: A Uniform System of Citation (19th ed., 2010)), 120 Yale Law Journal 852 (2011).
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