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MOD TITLE: DATED:



NCTR7001 Biblical Hermeneutics 03/09/2015



LEVEL: CREDITS:



7 20



JACS CODE:



V610



AIMS 



To develop an understanding of hermeneutical theory, particularly with reference to the author-reader axis







To enable students to analyse representative approaches to biblical interpretation, ancient and modern, in terms of their underlying hermeneutical theories



LEARNING OUTCOMES Upon the successful completion of this module, the student should be able to demonstrate the ability to: 1. Evaluate critically both ancient and modern biblical commentators for their hermeneutical perspectives and underlying presuppositions. 2. Demonstrate in-depth an awareness of their own hermeneutical presuppositions. 3. Assess critically the implications of hermeneutical theory for biblical research as well as pastoral practice. INDICATIVE CONTENT 



Inner-biblical hermeneutics







The role of hermeneutics in the Reformation







Spinoza and the rise of criticism







The hermeneutics of Schleiermacher







Inerrancy and fundamentalism







Text-centred hermeneutics







Reader-centred hermeneutics



LEARNING AND TEACHING STRATEGY Lectures will introduce the students to the concepts, principles, and practices of the topics studied for the module. Case studies may be used to provide examples and will be used to develop further understanding of what has been learned. Tutorials and seminars are used to support the discussion and critical evaluation of what has been learned, normally in a smaller group size than a lecture. Guided independent study allows students to further their independent learning skills with appropriate support provided by the module tutor(s) (e.g. preparation for lectures and seminars, follow-up work, background reading, revision, completion of assessment tasks). Activity type Scheduled learning Independent learning TOTAL



Hours 50 150 [20 x10]



Percentage 25 75 100%



ASSESSMENT Assessment Component 100% Essay (5,000-words) Exemplar a. Understanding the inner-biblical exegesis in Hebrews 8.5 through the use of tu(poj in the LXX. b. Revisiting the sources of Jude as rhetorical devices: known oral stories



hermeneutically altered to find the author’s point? c. The role of hermeneutics in the Adventist concept of marriage and divorce.



Assessment Summary Activity type Coursework TOTAL



Percentage 100% 100%



EDUCATION FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT (ESD) Yes X Does the module contribute to ESD?



No



If yes please provide brief details (no more than 100 words): The module contributes to the sustainability agenda in its broadest sense by encouraging students to think about the skills they require to solve their academic problems. These are transferrable skills and assist in nurturing critical and creative thinking. As such the module is focused on meeting the immediate needs of the students while also equipping them to think critically and solve problems in an unknown future.



BIBLIOGRAPHY Essential Alonso-Schökel, Luis. A Manual of Hermeneutics (Sheffield: Sheffield Academic Press, 1998) Porter, Stanley E. and Matthew R. Malcolm (eds). Horizons in Hermeneutics : A Festschrift in Honor of Anthony C. Thiselton (Grand Rapids, MI; Cambridge, UK: William B. Eerdmans, 2013) Thiselton, Antony C. Hermeneutics: An Introduction (Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 2009)



Recommended Eco, Umberto. The Role of the Reader: Explorations in the Semiotics of Texts (Bloomington, IN: Indiana University Press, 1979) Schleiermacher, Friedrich. Hermeneutics and Criticism and Other Writings (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1998) Yarchin, William. History of Biblical Interpretation: A Reader (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Academic, 2011)



Background Barton, John. The Nature of Biblical Criticism (Louisville, KY: Westminster John Knox, 2007) Grant, Robert and David Tracy. A Short History of the Interpretation of the Bible, 2nd edn (London: SCM Press, 1984) McKenzie, Steve (ed). The Oxford Encyclopedia of Biblical Interpretation (New York: Oxford University Press, 2013)



Ricoeur, Paul. Hermeneutics and the Human Sciences (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1981)



Journals Biblica Biblical Theology Bulletin Harvard Theological Review Interpretation Journal of Biblical Literature Journal for the Study of the New Testament Journal for the Study of the Old Testament Novum Testamentum New Testament Studies Zeitschrift für die neutestamentliche Wissenschaft



Websites www.bibleodyssey.org www.ntgateway.com www.nobts.edu www.tyndale.cam.ac.uk
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