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BIG THOMPSON



RECREATION & CONSERVATION ASSESSMENT FACT SH E E T Larimer County and the City of Loveland are undertaking an assessment of recreation and conservation opportunities along the Big Thompson River, including the North Fork. The extreme flooding that occurred along the Main Stem and the North Fork of the Big Thompson in September 2013 resulted in two fatalities, severe erosion and sediment deposition, extensive damage to property and critical infrastructure, and loss of significant economic, riparian, aquatic, and scenic resources. Nearly all of the highly used federal, state, county, and city recreation facilities were obliterated. A regional vision for restoring and enhancing public recreational opportunities and conserving lands along the river corridor is needed to prioritize strategic investment, coordinate funding strategies, and facilitate unified decision-making among stakeholders.



VISION The Big Thompson River corridor will be a renowned resource that combines abundant wildlife and high quality scenery with access via public property to river-related recreation opportunities. Strategic recreation and conservation investments along the Big Thompson River and its tributaries will mitigate flooding, strengthen tourism, improve and restore a resilient river ecosystem, and benefit the people who live in and visit the Big Thompson Canyon.
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PARTNERS INVOLVED Larimer County City of Loveland U.S. Forest Service Colorado Parks & Wildlife



Big Thompson Coalition River Restoration Coalition CDOT



GOALS



Through this Recreation and Conservation Assessment, Larimer County and the City of Loveland will work collaboratively with public, agencies, private and non-profit sectors to: • Assess existing protected lands and identify the feasibility and priorities for conserving additional lands within the Big Thompson corridor; • Assess existing recreation amenities and identify the feasibility for future recreational access via public property within the Big Thompson corridor; and • Assign a priority, funding sources, and agency responsibilities to potential projects.



BROADER OUTCOMES INCLUDE



• Reduce risk to lives, private property and critical infrastructure; • Improve water quality, aquatic habitat, biological connectivity, and ecological function; • Improve river function and resiliency, by maximizing the land available for the river and its floodplain benches; • Enhance the scenic qualities of the river corridor; • Strengthen partnerships and management efficiencies to enable this vision to be implemented; and • Increase appreciation, respect, and understanding of the river corridor’s function and values.
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To be involved in the project, contact: Zac Wiebe at 970-619-4564 36
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