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Musical Form HOW MUSICAL LINES INTERACT



MUSICAL FORM  Three techniques that create Form  Repetition Allows the listener to become familiar with a theme or melody  Often used with another technique 







Contrast 







Can be a change of mood, dynamics, tempo, timbre



Variation Alteration of a musical idea so it’s different but still recognizable  Entire pieces can be composed using this technique 



Two Major types of Form  Binary = root word 2  Ternary = root word 3



Binary Form  Two sections: A B  Can be looked at as a statement of a theme and then



a counterstatement with a different theme.  Any section can be repeated  Example: “Contradance No. 7 in E-Flat Major” By Ludwig Von Beethoven 







A section uses the 1st violins to introduce the melody, then it is repeated B section uses a rapid ascending scale, and gives a sense of finality to the piece



Types of Binary Form  Sectional  The A part ends in a PAC or IAC  It sounds complete  Continous  The A part ends in an inconclusive cadence (other than authentic) 



It sounds as if there is more music to come







http://www.teoria.com/tutorials/forms/binary02.php



Ternary Form  Three sections: A B A  Can be looked at as a statement of a theme, a



contrasting section, and a return to the original (recapitulation)  Example: Dance of the Reed Pipes from The Nutcracker Suite- By Peter Tchaikovsky   



A section introduces the melody B section uses the trumpets and strings to vary the melody Return to the A section with the flutes



Rounded Binary Form  Rounded Binary  Three sections: A B (A) partial return of the A section  It is somewhere between binary and ternary.  It is a 3 part form except only part of the A section returns after the B section.  It’s usually the last half of the A section (the consequent that ends in a PAC)
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