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GUIDELINES FOR PLANNING THE APPLIED PRACTICE EXPERIENCE BIOSTATISTICS The following guidelines provide advice on identifying good practice-based learning experiences and what to look for in an applied practice experience opportunity for MPH students in practice-oriented concentrations. The purpose of the applied practice experience is to help you engage in activities that align with your career goals and help you develop skills relevant to future employment in public health. The applied practice experience should help you apply and synthesize concepts and methods you have learned in your classes, and should be related to as many core and concentration competencies as possible. The applied practice experience should cover a good range of activities, and not focus on just one or two types of activity. A useful litmus test is whether the applied practice experience will help you get training in the type of work that someone with an MPH would do. Looking at job postings can help you learn what kinds of skills and qualifications are expected of an MPH employee in various positions. Another gauge for assessing an applied practice experience opportunity is whether it seems like the work will help you stand out in your cover letters for job applications. An important function of the applied practice experience is to give you an idea of what it’s like to work in public health settings. This is a significant aspect of the applied practice experience because this can’t be taught in a classroom. The applied practice experience will help you get a sense of how organizations function, how teams operate, and how to interact with diverse groups of stakeholders in the world of public health practice. When exploring potential applied practice experiences, it will be useful to ask yourself the following questions:  Is the applied practice experience informed by epidemiology and epidemiological methodology?  Is the applied practice experience setting a type of organization where I can see myself working after graduation?  Does the applied practice experience work involve the kind of work that I would like to do in my first job after graduation?  Will the applied practice experience give me as broad an experience as possible or will I be limited to only one or two activities?  What are the specific new skills I will be developing and honing as a result of the applied practice experience? Are these relevant to public health practice and my career plans?  Is the preceptor willing to teach me new skills and provide quality training, supervision, and mentorship?  Will I be exposed to a wide range of activities, e.g., attending staff meetings, helping conduct community surveys, effectively using data to communicate with stakeholders?  Will I have the opportunity to collect data? Some examples of applied practice experience projects include:  Conducting a needs assessment, including formative research and developing data collection instruments to assist with an evaluation or program development and analyzing findings.



   



Helping to conduct an evaluation or quality improvement study – developing data collection tools; collecting data; creating a database; analyzing the data and writing up a report on findings. Assisting with a public health research project with various activities including literature reviews, instrument development, data collection, and data analysis. Developing a data codebook, reviewing and cleaning data, developing analysis plan and conducting analyses on the data set. Using data to effectively engage communities in discussion on a health topic or environmental concern



The following are required for all applied practice experiences:  The project and your work on it must have a public health focus.  Preceptors must have a degree or demonstrable background in public health. The preceptor also must be demonstrably experienced in the area of your applied practice experience in order to provide appropriate guidance. You can have a co-preceptor in order to meet these criteria.  Site/project should give you the opportunity for community engagement and interaction with populations. Be sure to take a look at the information on the CGPH website regarding the applied practice process and procedures. Students are encouraged to meet with designated concentration faculty to get feedback on a proposed project. This can be helpful if you’ve found a place where you think you’d like to do your applied practice experience and you’re not sure if the project is acceptable or if you’re having trouble identifying an appropriate project. Designated Biostatistics Faculty: Dr. Perry Halkitis ([email protected]) Students are also advised to send Dr. Ompad a draft of the learning contract in advance of the deadline for feedback. Getting feedback early on will help you meet your time frame for starting the applied practice experience and ensure that your applied practice experience will be a valuable experience. Many students need to make revisions to the first version of the learning contract, which may include having another discussion with the proposed preceptor, so you should expect this and not get discouraged. If you follow the learning contract guidelines and examples carefully and systematically, you are less likely to have to make revisions. Developing a quality learning contract is part of the professional development process associated with the applied practice experience. You’ll find that having a roadmap before you start will make things much easier and more productive once you begin the applied practice experience. If you need general guidance on finding an applied practice experience, please email [email protected].
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