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Board of Education MINUTES Special Meeting Tuesday, August 9, 2016



Call to Order



Roll Call



1.



CALL TO ORDER A special meeting of the Board of Education of the Anaheim Elementary School District was called to order by Board President Dr. Jeff Cole in the Board Room – Building B at 1001 S. East Street, Anaheim, California, at 4:30 p.m. this date. A.



Keith Sterling, Director of Communications & Public Information, led the Pledge of Allegiance.



B.



INTRODUCTIONS AND ROLL CALL Members of the Board Present: Dr. Jeff Cole, President Mr. Ryan A. Ruelas, Clerk Ms. Jackie Filbeck, Member Mr. Bob Gardner, Member Mr. David Robert “D.R.” Heywood, Member Staff Members Present: Dr. Linda Wagner, Superintendent Mr. Luis Camarena, Assistant Superintendent, Human Resources Dr. Mary O’Neill Grace, Assistant Superintendent, Educational Services Mr. David Rivera, Assistant Superintendent, Administrative Services Mrs. Deena Blevins, Sr. Admin. Assistant, Communications & Public Information Also Present: AEEA: Kristen Fisher CSEA: Kathy Heard Interpreter: Mary Madrigal staff, parents



C. Motion #019 Adopt Agenda



ADOPTION OF AGENDA It was moved/seconded (Filbeck/Heywood) to adopt the agenda for Tuesday, August 9, 2016. APPROVED 5-0
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PUBLIC SPEAKERS: SPECIAL MEETING AGENDA ITEMS A.



Request of Visitors Sheryll Morello, noon-yard supervisor at James M. Guinn School, spoke about the deteriorating conditions at the school and the lack of parking; emphasizing the problems both impose on staff and students. She asked for improvements to be done soon. Laura Emerson, teacher at James M. Guinn School, spoke about the deteriorating conditions at the school; how enrollment has exceeded expectations since the school was built; and the importance of having improvements done for staff, students, and the Visual and Performing Arts (VAPA) program. Lorena Godinez, teacher at Patrick Henry School, spoke about the difficulties in being a VAPA school without sinks in the classroom, describing how they bring water into the classroom to work with watercolors and paint. She commented on other areas in need of improvement. Elizabeth Dolter, teacher at Patrick Henry School, spoke about the deterioration of the school and the instructional challenges faced in the bungalows with the lack of sinks and the roar of the air conditioners. Belén Garcia, vice principal and resident of Anaheim, shared about researching how school districts are able to pursue modernization and finding that bonds are a crucial part of the process with an 80 percent success rate. Bonds meet the needs of children, provide a solid plan, and build trust within the community. She shared about visits with long-time residents who attended Anaheim schools and whose families have/are attending Anaheim schools. Ms. Garcia stressed the importance of getting the word out to the community. Rich Good, YMCA, spoke about the future for children in Anaheim and the collaboration between the schools, city, and YMCA to provide for them. He spoke about the tour he had of Henry and Marshall schools, stating that teaching students in a first class facility will help students achieve their dreams in years to come. Kathy Heard, CSEA Chapter 54 president, spoke in support of a bond. She spoke about the qualities the new Director of Technology & Information Systems should possess. Janice Kato, technology support technician, spoke about the item for Director of Technology & Information Systems and the importance of having a director with strong technical knowledge. Ms. Kato suggested qualities that include someone who will direct and guide employees, be involved in projects, and who will gain a working knowledge of the District-wide software/hardware in use. She did research and found that the majority of districts have a classified director in this position, and some have two directors, one classified and one certificated. Kristen Fisher, AEEA president, shared their council will discuss the bond issue at its August meeting. She thanked the Board for placing the resolution for Proposition 55 on tonight’s agenda and appreciates the investment in public education. Ms. Fisher stated she appreciated comments made by Board member Gardner at the July 27, 2016, Board meeting regarding the Director of Technology & Information Systems positon, and is also concerned about the requirements. She stated after hearing Janice Kato speak, she now sees a different side of this and appreciates the points that were made. 2
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Juan Serna, technology assistant at James M. Guinn School, spoke about safety and health concerns with deteriorating conditions at the school. He spoke about the need for heavy 400 pound carts that are difficult to move. Mr. Serna expressed appreciation for the new LED lights and new fencing. 3.



SPECIAL ORDER OF BUSINESS



Bond Update



A.



Bond Update Superintendent Dr. Linda Wagner reviewed the District’s process and due diligence leading towards tonight, when the Board of Education will consider passing a resolution ordering an election to pursue the passing of a bond for school repairs and modernization. A timeline and the State guidelines calling for an election were reviewed.



Motion #020 Res 2016-17/03 Ordering an Election, and Establishing Specifications of the Election Order



B.



It was moved/seconded (GARDNER/HEYWOOD) to approve Resolution No. 201617/03 ordering an election, and establishing specifications of the election order. APPROVED 5-0 [For: Cole, Filbeck, Gardner, Heywood, Ruelas] Background The resolution before the Board calls an election within the District for the purpose of approving general obligation bonds, requests that the Orange County Registrar of Voters conduct the election on behalf of the District, and authorizes the preparation of election materials, including ballot arguments and tax rate statement, to be included in the ballot pamphlet. State law requires the Board of Education to order school district bond elections. The Orange County Registrar of Voters will conduct the election on behalf of the District, including publishing all required notices. This resolution meets the statutory requirements for describing the projects to be funded with the proceeds of the bonds, which is included as Exhibit B to the resolution. A 75-word summary of the measure, as it will appear on the ballot, is also included in the resolution as Exhibit A. The resolution also authorizes the preparation and filing of a tax rate statement, which must be included in the ballot pamphlet, and describes the anticipated rates of tax throughout the life of the bond issue. The resolution also authorizes, but does not commit, the Board and/or individual members of the Board to prepare and sponsor a ballot argument in support of the bond measure. No more than five (5) persons may sign the ballot argument. This election will be called under constitutional and statutory provisions that require fifty-five percent (55%) voter approval, and certain accountability requirements, including annual independent financial and performance audits of how funds are spent, and the formation of a Citizens’ Bond Oversight Committee. Following adoption, the resolution (including the signed tax rate statement) must be delivered to the Registrar of Voters and the Board of Supervisors. State law requires that 2/3rd of a school board support the resolution calling an election requiring 55% voter approval. At least four (4) Board members must vote “Yes” in order to call the election. Recommended Action: That the Board approve Resolution No. 2016-17/03 authorizing a bond election for November 8, 2016.
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