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School Board Niles Township District 219, Cook County, Illinois CORRECTED MINUTES



Regular Board Meeting, Monday, March 31, 2003 The meeting was held in the Board Room of the District Office Building, 7700 Gross Point Road, Skokie, Illinois. I.



Call to Order and Roll Call Board President Robert Silverman called the meeting to order at 6:36 p.m. Board members present at Roll Call: Sam Borek, Howard Dane, Leon Finkel, Jeffrey Greenspan, Robert Silverman, Lynda Gault Smith, Sharon Deemar Szachowicz.



II.



Executive Session It was moved by DEEMAR SZACHOWICZ and seconded by GAULT SMITH to recess into closed session to discuss matters relating to student discipline, negotiations and the employment, appointment, compensation, discipline, performance or dismissal of specific employees. A roll call vote was taken. Voting Aye: Borek, Dane, Finkel, Greenspan, Silverman, Gault Smith, Deemar Szachowicz. The motion carried. The Board recessed into closed session at 6:36 p.m. At 8:08 p.m. it was moved by FINKEL and seconded by DANE to return to open session of the Regular Board Meeting. A roll call vote was taken. Voting Aye: Borek, Dane, Finkel, Greenspan, Silverman, Gault Smith, Deemar Szachowicz. The motion carried.



III.



Recall to Order of Open Session Mr. Silverman recalled the meeting to order at 8:10 p.m. The pledge was recited.



IV.



Changes / Additions to the Agenda Mr. Silverman noted regarding the consent agenda, added was a personnel handout, removed was the student discipline issue, and there was a change in date on a student trip.
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V.



Audience to Visitors Ann Goethals, Niles North teacher spoke to the Board about the importance of the writing center. Nilofer Kidiwala, 5428 Greenwood, Skokie, said she is a tutor in the writing center and spoke of its many benefits to students. Sam Borek made a Point of Order, stating the issue of the writing center is not on tonight’s agenda and that any visitor wishing to speak on this topic should wait until the second Audience to Visitor portion of the meeting. Mr. Greenspan said that a re-alignment of staffing was discussed, but no decision was ever made on this issue. Mr. Silverman commented that the writing center is not an agenda item and will be discussed at the appropriate time during the meeting.



VI.



Student Representative Comments Tessie Neuhauser and Rebecca Finkel from North said spring sports have begun. They said they returned from spring break to find new tile in the hallways and it makes the school very bright. They wished everyone up for election good luck. Jenny Klein for West said she was speaking on behalf of the students and asks that the writing center structure stay as it is now.



VII.



Community Representative Comments No one asked to speak.



VIII.



Approval of Consent Agenda It was moved by BOREK and seconded by DEEMAR SZACHOWICZ to accept the amended consent agenda. A roll call vote was taken. Voting Aye: Borek, Dane, Finkel, Greenspan, Silverman, Gault Smith, Deemar Szachowicz. The motion carried. Included in the consent agenda: − Monthly Bills and Payroll in the amount of $6,330,461.88. − Minutes of 3/10/03 Regular Meeting, Public and Closed Sessions. − Payments to Contractors / Change Order. •



Payment #20 to IHC Group for Material Procurement Services in the amount of $120,172.93.



•



Payment #19 to IHC Group for Contract Order Delivery Services in the amount of $59,888.01.



Page 2 of 10



Minutes of Regular Board Meeting March 31, 2003



•



Payment #4 to Campanella & Sons, Incorporated for Trade Package 2ar-n for Excavation at Niles North in the amount of $106,380.57.



•



Payment #5 to Campanella & Sons, Incorporated for Trade Package 2ar-W for Excavation at Niles West in the amount of $7,302.23.



•



Payment #8 to Esche & Lee Incorporated for Trade Package 4a-n for Masonry at Niles North & West in the amount of $3,354.01.



•



Payment #10 to S.G. Krauss Company for Trade Package 5b-n for Misc. Steel at Niles North in the amount of $4,579.20.



•



Payment #10 to Hargrave Builders Incorporated for Trade Package 6c-n for General Trades at Niles North in the amount of $19,108.10.



•



Payment #12 to Pora Construction Company for Trade Package 6c-w for General Trades at Niles West in the amount of $9,492.60.



•



Payment #6 to Bennett & Brosseau Roofing for Trade Package 7a-nw for Roofing at Niles North and West in the amount of $24,637.50.



•



Payment #15 to Alliance Glass & Metal, Inc. for Trade Package 8a-nw for Glass & Aluminum at Niles North and West in the amount of $20,927.02.



•



Payment #12 to International Decorators Inc. for Trade Package 9a-n for EIFS, Metal Studs, Drywall, Plaster & Paint at North in the amount of $2,056.49.



•



Payment #5 to Carroll Seating Company for Trade Package 12a-nw for Science Lab Casework at Niles North & West in the amount of $12,438.76.



•



Payment #10 to MacDonald Construction Services, Incorporated for Trade Package 6d-nw for General Trades at Niles North and Niles West in the amount of $40,470.07.



•



Payment #11 to Pora Construction Company for Trade Package 6e-nw for General Trades at Niles North and Niles West in the amount of 102,799.46.



•



Payment #11 to The Pickus Companies for Trade Package 2c-nw for Site Demolition, Utilities, Concrete & grading at Niles North & Niles West in the amount of $428,781.08.



•



Payment #5 to Corona Construction Companies for Trade Package 3d-nw for Building concrete at Niles North & Niles West in the amount of $101,244.81.



•



Payment #7 to S.G. Krauss Company for Trade Package 5c-nw for Plumbing at Niles North & Niles West in the amount of $76,333.14.



•



Payment #4 to Esche & Lee Inc. for Trade Package 4b-n for Masonry at Niles North in the amount of $60,885.00.



•



Payment #4 to DeFranco Plumbing Inc. for Trade Package 15h-nw for Plumbing at Niles North & Niles West in the amount of $135,900.00.



•



Payment #1 to Alliance Fire Protection for Trade Package 15j-nw for Fire Protection at Niles North and Niles West in the amount of $9,390.15.



•



Payment #3 to Berry Electric for Trade Package 16d-w for Electrical at Niles West in the amount of $102,620.46.



•



Payment #1 to Kil-Bar Electric Company for Trade Package 16f-n at Niles North in the amount of $224,100.00.
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•



Payment #1 to Ideal Heating Company for Trade Package 15k-n for HVAC at Niles North and District in the amount of 294,300.00.



•



Change order #2 with Siemens Building Technologies for their Guaranteed Energy Savings Performance contract in the amount of $249,327 and to revise their second amendment contract amount from $5,600,329.00 to $5,713,702.00.



− Personnel • Approve the hiring of the following administrator: Name



Position/Location



Salary



Effective Date(s)



McTague, John Ryan



Dean of Students-West



$73,000



8/20/03-6/18/04



•



Approve the resignation/retirement of Dr. Roger Stein, per attachment.



•



Approve the contract of Neil Codell, Superintendent, until June 30, 2007.



•



Approve the contract of Brian Nolan, District 219 Public Relations Coordinator, for the 2003-2004 school year.



•



Accept the retirement/resignation of Mr. Gerry Yeggy, Business Manager, effective as of the date at which the Board will incur no penalty to the Teacher's Retirement System of Illinois as a result of this retirement/ resignation.



− Life Safety Amendment Cogeneration for both Niles North and Niles West High Schools in the amount of $1,800,000.00 at each school for the installation of a co-generation system. − Policy Changes – 2nd Reading 2:100 2:170 5:130 6:60 6:140 6:310 7:50 7:60



Board Member Conflict of Interest Procurement of Architectural, Engineering and Land Surveying Services Limitations on Accepting Gifts Curriculum Content Education of Homeless Children Credit for Alternative Courses and Programs, and Course Substitutions School Admissions and Student Transfers To and From Non-District Schools Residence



− Student Trips § For 1 North and 2 West students to attend the WYSE State Competition in Urbana, Illinois on March 31-April 1, 2003 at a cost to the District of $420.00. § For 30 West Science Olympiad members to attend the state competition in Champaign, Illinois on April 4-5, 2003 at a cost to the District of $1,760.00. § For 4 North and 19 West students to attend the National DECA Competition in Orlando, Florida on April 25-30, 2003 at a cost to the District of $1,320.00.
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§ §



For 10 Niles North students to attend Adventure Francaise at the Indiana Dunes on May 9-11, 2003 at no cost to the District. For 15 North Adventure Club students to attend at camping trip in Savanna, Illinois on May 16-18, 2003 at no cost to the District.



− Summer School Dates to begin on June 20, 2003 and end on August 1, 2003. − Bid Report for Professional Moving Services from Midwest Moving and Storage in the amount of $72,180.00, to accept Alternate #2 time and material pricing schedule, to accept Alternate #3 for replacement insurance in the amount of $1,275.00 and to provide funds in the amount not to exceed $35,000 to perform additional work as needed in accordance with the time and material schedule. − Engagement of Outside Consultants for Niles North Kitchen and Servery by authorizing Legat Architects to engage the professional services of Mackesey and associates for Niles North Kitchen and servery design and equipment replacement at a cost not to exceed $12,500.00. − Budget Transfer - To accept the $3,490.55 grant from the State of Illinois and transfer funs into the appropriate supply expenditure accounts within the Educational Fund. IX.



Superintendent’s Report Mr. Codell said that there would be no principals’ report this evening due to spring break, and they will discuss school events at the April 7, 2003 meeting next Monday. There are a number of students trips scheduled for Europe this summer. Due to the conflict in Iraq, these trips may have to be cancelled. Each trip will be looked at individually. The spring break trip to Span was cancelled. Domestic student trips will go on as scheduled. We currently have only ten weeks of school left. Teachers and students are preparing for the PSAE tests. Mr. Codell stated that budget crisis issues are everywhere. There are headlines daily of school districts facing financial problems.



X.



Board Members’ Comments No comments were made.
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XI.



Board Committee and Other Reports No committee meeting occurred since the last meeting.



XII.



Business Building Update Chuck Polich of IHC said additions at both schools are scheduled for completion in August and are on budget. At North A and B hallways should be ready for occupancy in May. All that remains is to receive bids on the site work and potential 700 category projects. Paul Babski reported that the bid documents on traffic improvements should be ready soon. The punch list items are currently being addressed. Most of this work was completed over spring break. Matt Overeem reported that the schools will close down for the summer on June 9; however, some areas will stay open longer. Sharon Deemar Szachowicz expressed concerns about the unstableness of the third floor of the new wing at West. Paul Babski and Matt Overeem said this may be due to the air handling unit on the second floor. Testing will be done to determine if balancing is needed.



700 Series Items Matt Overeem explained that the Core Team met and looked at all the items in the 700 series category. It was agreed that these items should be done in the normal maintenance /improvement of buildings and grounds. The construction items suggested by the Core Team are: Item



Building



Description



701



West



Rebuilding South Parking Lot



702



North/West



Parking Lot Site Lighting



660,000



*709



North/West



Auditorium Seating



440,000



710



North/West



Building Signage



220,000



711



North/West



Paint, recarpet & relight remaining areas not impacted by remodeling



400,000



712



North/West



Security System work already completed (performance contract)



300,000



725



North



Flood control lift station (board authorized but currently unfunded)



200,000



726



West



Niles West IRC Renovation



464,642



727



North



Student dining servery and cafeteria servery equipment replacement



472,278



Total



Cost $ 938,353



$4,095,273



The 713 project for security system upgrades for $700,000 was not included in the Core Team’s recommendation. Jeffrey Greenspan asked what the cost would be if Page 6 of 10
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this was done in the future. The administration explained that it may be cost effective to include a portion of the security system upgrade in the current construction program rather than wait until a later date. The Board of Education concluded that the auditorium seating should not be undertaken until we know if funding is adequate. It was moved by BOREK and seconded by GREENSPAN to approve the above listed Core Team recommendations totaling $3,655,273 and give authorization to IHC and Legat to proceed with these projects. A roll call vote was taken. Voting Aye: Borek, Dane, Greenspan, Silverman, Gault Smith, Deemar Szachowicz. Voting Nay: Finkel. The motion carried.



Budget Calendar Update Sue Husselbee presented a revised budget calendar. It was moved by BOREK and seconded by GAULT SMITH that the Board of Education adopt the Proposed FY 04 Budget Calendar as presented. A roll call vote was taken. Voting Aye: Borek, Dane, Finkel, Greenspan, Silverman, Gault Smith, Deemar Szachowicz. The motion carried.



Property Tax Refund Legislative Solution Gerry Yeggy reviewed a historical summary of tax refunds for the last ten years, showing that District 219 has lost $14,500,000 during this time period. He explained that they are trying to get the legislature to approve House Bill 2647 to allow for a supplemental replacement levy. Mr. Yeggy has visited all the village financial officers in the district and they are supporting this effort. Mr. Codell asked the Board if a resolution in this regard could be drafted. This will be brought to the April 7 meeting.



Approval of Low Enrollment Classes David Schusteff said this is the first year that the Board is looking at classes with 20 and below, as it has always be 15 and below in previous years. Dr. Schusteff
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said the classes that are presented are lower than in past year due to more efficient scheduling with having the 6 plus 1 rule. Dr. Schusteff responded to questions on the need for various classes. It was noted that there will be 15 FTE fewer for the next school year, 3 FTE coming from special education. It was moved by GREENSPAN and seconded by BOREK to approve the following low enrollment classes for the 2003-04 school year: Course title Art Advanced 2-D Art Advanced 3-D Biology 13-23 Biology 13-23 Biology AP Calculus BC-AP Chefs Topics Chefs Topics Chemistry 11-21H Chemistry AP Computer Science AP Computer Science AP English AP English AP English-American Lit/Comp H English-Freshman 13-23 English-Senior Skills English-Senior Skills English-Sophomore 33-43 English-Sophomore 33-43 Environmental Science AP European History AP



Division North North North West West West North West North West North West North West West West North West North West West North



Course title French 1-2 French 3-4 French 7-8/71-81H/AP German 71-81H/AP Health Careers* Hebrew 5-6/51-61H Hebrew 7-8/71-81H Macroeconomics AP Math Analysis H PE Adaptive PE Adaptive PE Physical Management Physics AP Post Calculus Math Reading 1-2 Spanish AP Stagecraft Structured Programming Tech Topics Tech Topics Yearbook Production



Division West West West West North North North West North North West West North West North North North North North West West



A roll call vote was taken. Voting Aye: Borek, Dane, Finkel, Greenspan, Silverman, Gault Smith, Deemar Szachowicz. The motion carried.



XIII.



Old Business There was no old business discussed.



XIV.



New Business There was no new business discussed.
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XV.



Audience to Visitors (on items related to district business) Mr. Silverman stated there are no plans to eliminate the writing center. Dr. Schusteff explained that since the writing center’s inception it has been assigned as a 5th class and 6th assignment. The Financial Advisory Committee has suggested staffing as a 6th assignment only which would be a cost savings to the District. Mr. Silverman said he would like to get the facts before he gets opinions and would like to do so in a cohesive manner. He suggested having a meeting where a presentation is made by the department heads regarding the writing center. Michael Graham, North teacher, read a letter from student teacher Scott Brambly on the benefits of the writing center. Janet Eisenberg, 4303 Payne, Skokie, asked if classes were going to be offered by Oakton Community College. Laura Wright, Niles North teacher spoke on the benefits of the current staffing of the writing center. Vartan Paylan, 9621 LeClaire, Skokie, spoke on behalf the current way the writing center is staffed. Arpi Paylan, 9621 LeClaire, Skokie, a tutor in the writing center spoke of the benefits of its current staffing. Annie Theodoropoulos, 9217 Kenton, Skokie, a tutor in the writing center spoke on the benefits the current staffing provides students. Claire-Nowak-Boyd, 4843 Wright, Skokie, a former tutor in the writing center, spoke on the benefits she has received from having this opportunity. Kathy Stachowicz, 3301 Columbia, Lincolnwood, a tutor in the writing center expressed that she would like the writing center to stay as it is now. Dana DesJardins, Niles West teacher, said she feels if the writing center is a 6th assignment it would not be the benefit it is now to students. Becky Bloom, 7006 Keeler, Lincolnwood, a tutor in the writing center asked that no changes be made in staffing. Michael Burnett, 6601 Navajo, Lincolnwood, spoke regarding the 700 series items and benefits of the writing center. Helen Theodoropoulos, 9217 Kenton, Skokie, spoke on the attitude of the Board towards the audience. Mr. Silverman said that a decision will not be made on the writing center until after all facts are presented. He further stated that the Board is not at the point of cutting any programs. This will be discussed further at the April 7 meeting.
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XVI.



Correspondence and FOIA Requests Mr. Yeggy advised the Board that a FOIA request was received from Paul Tasch and a response has been made.



XVII. Adjournment It was moved by BOREK and seconded by GAULT SMITH to recess into closed session to discuss matters relating to litigation, negotiation, and the employment, appointment, compensation, discipline, performance or dismissal of specific employees and to adjourn therefrom. A roll call vote was taken. Voting Aye: Borek, Dane, Finkel, Greenspan, Silverman, Gault Smith, Deemar Szachowicz. The motion carried. The Board recessed into closed session at 10:15 p.m. The meeting adjourned at 10:45 p.m.



________________________________ President



_____________________________ Secretary



MINUTES APPROVED APRIL 30, 2003.
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