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راديكا ِكمجي



Radhika Khimji Born in 1979 in Muscat, Oman. Lives and works in London. Née en 1979 à Muscat, Oman. Vit et travaille à Londres.



. تسكن وتعمل في لندن. ُعمان، في مسقط١٩٧٩ ولدت عام



Parachute 2010, canvas, metal eyelets, and sailing rope 8.3 meters in diameter, plus ropes of varying lengths © Radhika Khimji



Stay Safe questions how identity is formed when cultural, historical or physical boundaries are shifted. It is symbolic of an external drive that cuts through unexpectedly into the temporality of the space.



Is it a vehicle for hope or an abandoned object? How does the parachute interact with internal landscapes of tradition – historic sites that occupy an important place in the culture and heritage of the site, yet also embody the identity of a people?



Stay Safe is a gesture which claims the Al Badi palace as a site of arrival. By installing her characteristic parachute on this historically charged landscape, artist Radhika Khimji exposes the vulnerable state of human life and identity amidst acts of war, forced immigration and/or invasion. She makes us question how cultural identity, historicity and subjectivity are formed in relation to architecture and space. The work becomes a metaphor for the precarious state of being between two temporalities: escape and arrival. It converges two moments in history, as a symbolic



intrusion which enforces change by its presence. The fluid white parachute, now an abandoned object, not only represents our most basic human instinct for survival in moments of turmoil but also marks a new territory allowing us to temporarily escape the politics of the ‘gaze’. Hence, the artists’ use of heritage sites which have survived changes in ownership, political regime or war and yet escaped the danger of being entirely ruined or actively ‘occupied’. It is safe to land here because no one is watching…



The parachute was first placed in Barka Castle, a tourist destination in Oman, where the artist was born. Architecturally and visually, the characteristic use of mud and stone walls in these castles and forts have become symbolic of Oman’s traditional past and are saturated with political and cultural meaning. The artist aims to subvert the iconic meaning behind these architectural symbols which have been banished from the present time and place and engage us critically to re- evaluate their role in our collective consciousness. Taking the parachute horizontally across to Morocco, a country that echoes the landscape and architecture of Oman, is an active form of re-inserting the Al Badi palace into the present.



Design by Danah Abdulla • Text edited by Zeynep Uzuner



Radhika Khimji investigates through a variety of mediums how materiality and meaning can transform across time, space, and contexts. Her research is processual, strongly rooted in physicality, and flexible in scale, moving from collage and assemblage to large-scale installations. Stay Safe is a sculptural parachute that has landed on the walls of Palais El Badii. By shifting the context of this recognizable object, the artist loads it with new meaning and become a metaphor of war and displacement. The parachute, generally associated with safety and human ingenuity, comes to embody contemporary histories of wars, migrations, and transnational identities. The artwork, while referencing current world events, almost appears as an abandoned find that monumentally confronts the viewer, artfully interacting and blending with the history of the location in which it is installed.



Radhika Khimji étudie par divers médiums comment la matérialité et le sens se transforment dans le temps, l’espace et les contextes. Sa recherche est processuelle, connectée fondamentalement à la physicalité, variant les dimensions : du collage et de l’assemblage à des installations de grande échelle. Stay Safe est un parachute sculptural qui a atterri sur les murs du Palais El Badii. En changeant le contexte d’un objet reconnaissable, l’artiste le charge de nouvelles significations et il devient une métaphore de la guerre et du déplacement. Le parachute, généralement associé à la sécurité et à l’ingéniosité humaine, vient incarner des histoires de guerre contemporaine, de migration, et d’identités transnationales. Tout en faisant référence à des événements mondiaux actuels, l’oeuvre d’art apparaît presque comme une trouvaille abandonnée dont la monumentalité interpelle le regardeur, tout en interagissant et se mêlant astucieusement à l’histoire du lieu dans lequel il est installé.



 عبر أكثر من،تبحث راديكا ِكمجي



المادية تحول  في،وسيط ّ ّ كيفية ّ



.والمعنى عبر الزمان والمكان والسياق ،بالمادية متجذر ّ بحثها إجرائي ّ التنقل من ّ  مع،ومقياسها مرن



الكوالج إلى التجميع إلى التركيبات



 «إبق سالماً » هو مظلّ ة.بأحجام كبيرة



.حطت على حيطان قصر البديع ّ نحتية ّ



من خالل تغيير سياق هذا الشيء



تحمله الفنّ انة معنى ّ ،المتعارف عليه ّ جديداً ويضحي مجازاً عن الحرب



يتم ربطها ّ  غالباً ما، المظلّ ة.والتهجير



،البشري مع مفاهيم األمان والنبوغ ّ تجسد هنا تاريخ معاصر من الحروب ّ



.والهويات العابرة لألمم والهجرات ّ  بإحاالته،يظهر العمل الفنّ ي نوعاً ما كمكتَ َش ٍف إلى أحداث ُ ،عالمية حديثة ّ  ويتفاعل ويمتزج،مهجور ومهول



.بشكل فنّ ي مع تاريخ و موقع عرضه ٍ



Stay Safe, 2016, canvas, metal eyelets, and sailing rope, dimensions variable
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