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Bridge Creek Fire DAILY UPDATE August 26, 2017



Fire Information Keller ICP 509-634-7332



Northwest Incident Management Team 6



Ken Paul, Incident Commander



For Immediate Release



Today, Northwest Incident Management Team 11 (NW IMT 11), under Incident Commander Nathan Rabe, will shadow NW IMT 6 in anticipation of receiving command of the fire at the end of shift today or early Sunday. The two teams met Friday along with local agency representatives to discuss a smooth transition of authority. NW IMT 6 has managed the fire since August 11. Crews will continue hand firing operations on the southeastern portion of the fire today, removing unburned fuel inside the perimeter. This complex operation, which started Friday, has been conducted by an elite 20-person hand crew using handheld torches deliberately following the contours of the slope. Receptive, dry fuels and gusty winds have been challenging to firing operations. On the northern portion of the fire additional crews will continue improving fireline along the perimeter in preparation for firing operations. Weather is forecasted to remain favorable, but incident meteorologists assigned to the fire have asked firefighters to stay aware of low relative humidity and high instability in the atmosphere that has the potential to increase fire behavior. In addition to the firing operation in the southeastern corner of the fire on Friday, crews removed hazard trees and continued to mop, secure and hold fireline. Crews have installed a thorough hose lay over a large portion of the western and northern lines. Firefighters continue to search for spot fires from Thursday’s wind event. One spot more than 1,700 feet outside the perimeter was discovered and suppressed. The Colville Business Council has announced a change to the Industrial Fire Protection Level across the reservation. The change initiates a reopening of reservation roads, according to a tribal information release. However, roads around the fire will remain closed to the public.



Quick Facts: Size: 3,268 acres Containment: 33% Location: 13 miles NNE of Keller, WA Cause: Lightning Personnel: 521 Resources: Line Crews 12 Engines 24 Dozers 7 Water tenders 17 Skidgins 2 Masticators 4 Feller-bunchers 1 Aircraft: 1 Type 1 heavy helicopter 2 Type 2 medium helicopters 1 Type 3 light helicopter (Additional helicopters and other air support have been loaned from Omak, Deer Park, and Wenatchee as available.) Closures: All roads are closed north of Bridge Creek Road, west of Wynecoop Road, east of Keno Trail Road, and south of Lynx Cr Rd.



Colville Tribal Natural Resource Officers will continue to patrol Bridge Creek Road.



Fire Information: 509-634-7332 BridgeCreekFire2017@ gmail.com.



With a nightly inversion that is expected to last for the next several days, smoke over the road in the evenings and early morning is expected. The public is asked to drive cautiously. For information regarding road closure changes, please refer to the Colville Tribal Broadcast, News and Information Facebook page or call the Bridge Creek Fire Information line.



Inciweb: http://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incid ent/5490/
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