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Background & Relevance Bangladesh NGOs Network for Radio & Communication-BNNRC is the apex body of the community media sector to promote community media to the Government, Industry, Regulatory Bodies, Media and Development Partners in Bangladesh. BNNRC actively works to improve recognition of the community electronic media sector [Community Radio, Community TV, Community Film] & its work in and involvement with the communities it seeks to serve from 2000. The Government of Bangladesh has taken paradigm shift in disaster management from traditional relief based response to disaster risk reduction. Two major regulatory framework Disaster Management Act 2012 and Disaster Management Policy 2015 reflect the GoB commitment for disaster resilience through expansion of DRR culture among the community and stakeholders. Disaster Management Act 2012 strongly emphasis on media role for promotion of DRR.The act mentioned “The GoB deserve the right to instruct any type of radio, television, print media, Telecommunication Network or ICT based broadcasting authority to telecast early warning and disaster messages.”. The act also made this mandatory for all media and persons to telecast GoB direction and DRR messages. National Disaster Management Policy 2015 mentioned in its objective “ To ensure effective participation of mass-media in Disaster Risk Reduction’. Describing the objective, this is also mentioned in the policy that, “Effective efforts for Disaster Preparedness and Mitigation matching with local culture, context and values”.Which is mostly relevant to the role of Community Radio in DRR. Community Radio Policy 2008 also mentioned “Environment and Weather” as content of community radio (7.6)



Disaster Vulnerability &Additional Value of Community Radio Engagement for DRR Bangladesh experienced over 200 natural disasters since 1980, leaving a total death toll of approximately 200,000 people and causing economic loss worth nearly $17 billion. Every year, we incurred 1.8 percent of GDP loss due to natural disaster. It is estimated that 14 percent of our GDP is exposed to disasters.1 Community Radio is contributing towards a resilient community targeting the reduction of loss and damages due to natural and human induced disasters. Special contribution of Community Radio is to disseminate disaster preparedness messages including the early warning to the local community in their local languages, which is not addressed by the mainstreaming media. Department of Disaster Management identified low level of understanding on early warning disseminated by State Owned Television and Radio to the local community in coastal areas as the local community is used to learn from the messages in local languages. The workshop suggested for a mechanism for broadcasting early messages through local languages.2 ( Source- DMB presentation in PIB, March 2005). Community Radio in Bangladesh has passed more than three years of operation and currently 17 community radio stations of the country are broadcasting 136 hours program in a day on information, education, local entertainment and development motivation.3 Community Radio is playing significant role for dissemination of early warning messages, local weather messages, coping mechanism to disasters, information on recovery and rehabilitation and also information on first aid, evacuation, cyclone shelters and GoB instructions on emergency basis.



An overview of Community Radio response to cyclones & floods Tropical Storm Mahasen, May 2013: A tropical storm Mahasen lashed coastal areas of Bangladesh, killing 12 people, destroyed thousands of huts and forced million people to take shelter in safe places. 4 It was happened on 16 May 2013. The storm hit Patuakhali district with heavy rain and wind of up to 100km/h (60mph).The United Nations had warned that 8.2 million people were at risk from Mahasen in Bangladesh, Burma and north-east India. Preparedness for tropical storm Mahasen is considered as one of the best practice of Disaster management in Bangladesh as a result of combined efforts by the Government of Bangladesh and other disaster management stakeholders including the NGOs.



cyclone shelters • Interview of Local Government Representatives/ Officials of Cyclone Preparedness Programs • Disseminated information for taking places in shelter centers • Engaged Listeners Club Members for sending SMS to the relatives, friends and other target people • Disseminated messages to the persons with special need such as pregnant women, children, disable persons, • Broadcasted audio content / PSA provided by the BNNRC and BBC Media Action Post Disaster Response



Media played significant role in dissemination of early warning and full time update on the movement of this tropical storm. Community Radio added a new chapter of emergency communication with community people in coastal areas particularly in preparedness phase and emergency response



a. Disseminated agriculture production related information particularly cultivation of crops



Key activities taken by Community Radios – Radio Nalta, Radio Sunderbon, Lokabetar, Krishi Radio, Radio Naf, Radio Meghna, Radio Sagargiri and Radio Sagardwip local in coastal belts and disaster prone areas.



d. Broadcasted interview of Deputy commissioners, District Relief and Rehabilitation Officers and Local Government Representatives



A total of 513 hours special program were broadcasted by Eight CR Stations where 176 female and 215 male were engaged in this emergency services including CR staffs and volunteers.



GoB Assistance to Emergency Response by Community Radio



Pre-disaster and during disaster phase • Broadcasted early warning messages issued by Bangladesh Metrological Department (BMD) • Disseminated decisions taken by local administration/disaster management committees • Disseminated messages related to cyclone preparedness, evacuation and information on



b. Dissemination of Health care messages c. Dissemination of information regarding relief and rehabilitation initiated by the Ministry of disaster management and relief



• GoB sources such as BMD, CPP were available to Radio Station for emergency response and post disaster recovery • CR receives GoB emergency instructions time to time • GoB officials were available for interview with CR • GoB provided transport cost to Radio Naf for wider dissemination of early warning messages • GoB provided fuel cost to Radio Lokobetar for wider dissemination of early warning messages



Community Acknowledgement and Response to CR initiatives in emergencies



Authorities such as Bangladesh Meteorological Department of Disaster Management etc.



• Citizens representing different groups of the society acknowledged and appreciated CR role in emergencies as only CR service was available due to failure of electricity in disaster period. (CR was on air by generator support )



The CR stations maintained full time communication with relevant GoB agencies for broadcasting the latest situation and updates on preparedness. In addition Red Crescent, Scouts and other Volunteers Groups were also contacted in regular basis.



• CR stations received frequent phone from the audience to continue on air for 24 hours



Flood Response by Community Radio



• Community people expressed satisfaction for updating on cyclone shelters, food, health care and agriculture information • The people in the community felt new realization of community ownership from this emergency service they received from CR Facing Cyclone Roanu in May 2015 CR Experience Cyclone Roanu leaves at least 21 people dead in Bangladesh .The deaths occurred amid house collapses, landslides and a storm surge that broke embankments at two spots in Chittagong. (Source – Reuters) Community Radio located in Satkhira, Khulna, Barguna, Coxsbazar, Sitakunda, Bhola and Noakhali took massive plan for emergency service to the people at risk due to cyclone Roanu in May 2016. The CR stations broadcasted 187 hours emergency program from May 19 to 21, 2016 for minimizing the losses and damages due to Roanu. Special program included Disaster bulletin, discussion, interview, public messages from Disaster Management tools such as from Standing Order on Disaster (SOD) and Handbook on Disaster Management. Members of Listeners Club were actively engaged in dissemination of early warning messages. The CR broadcasters were on duty during this emergency service. BNNRC established a control room, where BNNRC team members made the bridge among the CR stations and Disaster Response



Each year in Bangladesh about 26,000 km (around 18% of the country) is flooded and it create serious negative impact on housing and livelihood options. In recent years, flood forecasting systems improved and the media has been playing important role in disseminating the early warning and also the messages on copying mechanisms. Eight CR stations are located in flood prone areas and they are active in promoting resilience of the community through reduction of risks. Radio Chilmari in Kurigram broadcasted special program on different aspects of Flood Management focusing the risk reductions through bulletin, PSA, magazine program, spot report, health messages and also the interview of the officials from Water Development Board, Red Crescent society, senior officials of local administration such as Deputy Commissioner, UNO and District Relief and Rehabilitation Officer. Radio Sarabella located in Gaibandha also undertook special program on free flood preparedness, during flood response and post flood response. This new CR station broadcasted special bulletin, PSA , Radio Cliip and other GoB information provided by concerned authority. Radio Mukti in Bogra, Borendra Radio in Naogaon and Radio Mahannda in Chapaainababjong also took similar programs. Strength and opportunity of CR Stations in broadcasting DRR programs • Community Radio stations were engaged in a project of Comprehensive Disaster Management Program under the Ministry of Disaster Management and Relief during 2014-2015. So



the CR staffs got basic orientation on disaster management mechanism in Bangladesh and also on the role of community radio in disaster response. • Selected CR staffs were trained on Disaster Risk Reduction with the support of Action Aid &CDMP with the assistance of BNNRC • A Guidebook on Community radio Program on disaster Risk Reduction contribute in knowledge generation of CR staffs in production of DRR programs including the emergency response. • Strong relationship with GoB agencies and other DRR stakeholders in local level enhanced CR initiatives for DRR programs. • BNNRC played the role of catalyst and contributed significantly in strengthening information service on DRR and capacity building of radio stations in addressing emergency situation. Weakness/Limitation • From analysis of DRR response by CR stations, it was found that, as electricity disruption is very common during disasters, then the CR stations had to depend on generators for uninterrupted electricity supply, which is more costly and hardly manageable for the stations. • Additional expenses are required to manage refreshment of broadcasters, travel cost of staffs, volunteers and listeners club members



for mainstreaming of CR Role in DRR. BNNRC can be included in the National Platform of DRR under the Ministry of Disaster Management and Relief for raising the voices of CR on DRR at national level. Similarly representatives from CR stations can be included in district level / pourashava level Disaster Response Group and Local Disaster Management Committees. BNNRC can play advocacy role for financing from Disaster Management Fund established as guided by the Disaster Management Act. A new ToT Course on Radio Program on DRR can be initiated by BNNRC for increasing capacity of CR Staffs in designing DRR programs. Legal Framework on DRR by the Government of Bangladesh can be included as training contents. Department of Disaster Management can declare of DRR Award for best performer on DRR among the Community Radio. The selected CR stations can be awarded in the program every year organized by the Ministry of Disaster Management and Relief to celebrate National Disaster Preparedness Day on 31 March. BNNRC can explore learning, limitations and achievement of Community Radio stations on DRR in national level sharing in Dhaka, where the Minister, Secretary along with senior policy makers from the Ministry of Information and the Ministry of Disaster Management and Relief, INGOs and NGOs working on disaster management will join.



• Drop out of trained staffs on DRR • Most of the CR Stations have no regular program on DRR. After closing of project supported DRR programs, now the stations are not in a position to continue regular DRR programs Way Forward The Disaster Management Policy 2015 created opportunity for CR stations to institutionalize the programs on DRR. The policy directed for DRR program considering local hazards and disasters, such as Salinity Risk Management, Water Logging etc. Radio Naltha in Satkhira can initiate program on Salinity Risk Reduction. The policy also created opportunity



House: 9/4, Road: 02 Shaymoli, Dhaka-1207, Bangladesh Email: [email protected], [email protected] Tel: +88 02 9130750, 9101479, 9138501, Fax: +88 02 9138501



1. Article by NPD, CDMP published in The Daily Star, 10 March, 2016 2. DMB Presentation in a workshop with editors in Press Institute of Bangladesh, March 2016 3. BNNRC 4. BBC World Service, 16 May 2013



Dr. S M Morshed a Development Communication & Public Relations Specialist engaged himself for media development in Bangladesh. He has been working for several years to promote pluralism in media, capacity building for media and the democratization of development communication in Bangladesh. He also promoted community media in electronic media and currently conducting a study on Sustainability of Community Radio in Bangladesh under auspices of the Press Institute of Bangladesh. Mr. Morshed served with INGO, NGOs, Government, Media and development partners for last two decades as Development Communication & Public Relations Specialist
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