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CHATTERBOX
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Fast train When Prime Minister Narendra Modi returned from Japan, Parliamentary Affairs Minister Anantha Kumar asked him ingenuously: “So, you sat in the cockpit of the high-speed train in Japan?” Kumar was talking about the Shinkansen, which has so fascinated the PM that a trophy project of a similar train between Ahmedabad and Mumbai has already got clearance at a huge cost, with many questioning its utility. On this occasion, the PM just gave Kumar a level look and said: “No I did not sit in the cockpit. The high-speed train in Japan does not have a driver. It is run electronically”. Memory loss The venerable Samajwadi Party leader, Mulayam Singh Yadav, is becoming forgetful; and those around him now tend to take precautions to guard themselves from the effects of his failing memory. Son Akhilesh, also the chief minister of UP, now almost invariably ensures that when he is discussing policy matters with his father, a third person is present — so that the elder Yadav doesn’t lose his temper and accuse the CM of disregarding his orders. For instance, over some small matter, Mulayam Singh told Akhilesh: “I told you something and you still haven’t done it”. Akhilesh called up a Cabinet colleague, put it on speakerphone and asked him to relay the conversation that had taken place to Mulayam Singh Yadav — in which he had reported progress on the orders given by his father.



DID THEY REALLY SAY THAT?



NOBEL FOR TRUMP “UNITED STATES PRESIDENT-ELECT DONALD TRUMP WILL DESERVE THE NOBEL PRIZE IF HE SUCCEEDS IN RESOLVING THE KASHMIR DISPUTE BETWEEN INDIA AND PAKISTAN.” Sartaj Aziz, foreign affairs advisor to Pakistan Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif, in Islamabad on November 15



CHECKLIST



STORIES FROM THE FRONT: THE HUNT FOR CASH November 11: At a branch of a nationalised bank in Thane, adjacent to Mumbai, a frustrated customer threatened bank employees with violence. “He wanted to exchange his cash only for ~100 notes,” said the bank manager, who did not want to be identified. “When we refused, he yelled profanities at the top of his voice at women employees at my branch. He is not the first customer to have had a screaming match, but I called for police protection as a precautionary measure.”



November 12: In Jamshedpur, employees of a nationalised bank panicked when some customers broke open the main door after the branch had closed.”We have extended our customer service hours from 4 pm to 6 pm,” said a bank employee. “But a few of them, mistaking the extension to be up to 8 pm, broke the door open and barged in after they were denied entry. We had to call in the police to control the situation. It was scary.”



November 12: Delhi Police says it received 4,500 calls about violence near ATMs, banks and cash vending machines in one day. In Roop Nagar locality, an individual, Imran (44), who had already withdrawn money from the bank, tried to go inside again and was stopped by a security guard. He got into a scuffle with the guard and called six or seven other men, who began throwing stones at the police. He was arrested immediately.



November 12: “In West Bengal’s Murshidabad district, police lathi-charged a mob outside a closed ATM.”The crowd, waiting for hours since morning to withdraw money, could not control its anger as the ATM was declared out of cash,” an eyewitness said. In Kolkata’s Topsia area, an angry crowd blocked the road and damaged a roadside fence after people failed to get cash from a private bank even after a long wait. Source: Curated from local media



OPINION ILLUSTRATION: BINAY SINHA



SITARAM YECHURY



Corporate funding of political parties should stop Sitaram Yechury: The point, Sir, is, the black money problem is not going to be solved by this. Black money is not a stock. It is a flow, the bulk of it. Maybe there is a stock of five or six per cent, but the bulk of it is a flow. You are not blocking those avenues. And if you don’t do that, you cannot stop black money. By this, you are killing the poor. The small fishes are dying and crocodiles are enjoying their lives. The second is about counterfeit notes. Sir, an Indian Statistical Institute of Kolkata study said that of the ~1,418 lakh crore under circulation, 0.028 per cent or ~400 crore is counterfeit currency. What is the guarantee that counterfeit currency would not come for ~2,000 notes? We have already been shown one in Bengaluru. I will be the first one to come in support of the government if you tell me the effective measures. Locate them and the source where it is happening. Stop them. Take action. Give them a deterrent punishment so that others don’t follow. We all will support you. The third claim is that it is being done to fight terror funding. After the 26/11 attacks, we went on to debate over a new law to combat terrorism. On many issues, we had agreed with the then government, now sitting on the other side, as to how terror funding had to be stopped. Bulk of it is done through electronic transfer. Do you mean to say that the terrorists outside the Taj Hotel in Mumbai were carrying gunny bags of cash? Who are we fooling, Sir? If that has to be stopped, monitor your electronic transfers properly and then cut off that source. Finally, it is corruption. If you stop these ~500 and ~1,000 notes, do you think corruption will stop? Now, corruption will double with ~2,000 notes. As far as stopping corruption is concerned, you are only looking at its demand side. A poor fellow gives ~10. And they don’t even call it corruption. They call it ‘services rendered’. In the balance sheets of corporate accounts, you have this for ‘services rendered’ to siphon off big commissions. That is corruption. Unless you tackle the supply side, you cannot stop corruption. Corporate funding of political parties should stop. Let the corporate funds go to the Election Commission or the Government of India. Let us have a system of state funding for elections. Why should the corporates fund you or me? For them, it is an investment. Stop that. Deputy Chairman: You are talking about state funding and corporate funding of elections through the Election Commission. So why don’t you move a Private Member’s Bill? Yechury: Why a Private Member’s Bill? I moved them officially so many times...(Interruptions)... Mr. Digvijaya (Singh) is right. Immediately, they will call it a Money Bill and then the Rajya Sabha will be out of the picture. Deputy Chairman But your suggestion is very constructive. Yechury: Sir, the second thing is, you add the expenditure of political parties along with candidates under the ceiling. Increase the ceiling if you want to. But, don’t give this open-ended exemption. Political parties spend what they want and how they want. Where have we reached? With a corporate name on the plane, the Prime Minister-elect can go for election campaigns. Hundreds of helicopters are employed. Everybody says it is party fund. Where is that money coming from? Stop that. Put that under the exemptions and do it if you are serious. Edited excerpts from the speech of Sitaram Yechury, MP (the Communist Party of India-Marxist)during the debate on demonetisation in the Rajya Sabha, 16 November, in New Delhi



ise. Other parties have neglected development over the past decades. Do you think the Congress stands to gain in terms of winning back the crucial Muslim voters, given the feuds within the ruling Yadav family?



Everyone will gain from the infighting, including the Congress. They (Samajwadi Party) are certainly losing. I think Muslims are coming back to the Congress and it is a good sign. Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP) chief Mayawati, so far, has been the most silent player in UP. Is she an underdog ahead of the next polls?



While you target the rivals — SP, BSP and BJP — strong rumour is doing the rounds in Delhi that the Congress may be part of an anti-BJP alliance on the lines of the Bihar Assembly polls held last year.



I am not aware of any alliance talks. There is nothing as yet. At the moment, the Congress is going forward on its own strengths. Any alliance would depend on how the political situation evolves. But I see little possibility. But Congress strategist Prashant Kishor met SP leader Mulayam Singh Yadav and UP Chief Minister Akhilesh Yadav recently, triggering speculation over an alliance? Later Mulayam snubbed him saying there would be no alliance.



Mayawati has the support of a particular caste group. That is her limitation. Though she has been lauded for better law and order situation as compared to SP, she, too, was That is for Prashant Kishor to answer. infamous for corruption. Both these You had said it was surprising? UP-based parties have pushed down development. We want to Yes, it was. explain it to the voters that, if vot- “It won’t be Rahul is tipped to take over the ed to power, we will change the right for me to ground situation. comment on the Congress soon. When is that You are the Brahmin face in these polls. Can the Congress woo the crucial community?



Brahmin factor. UP is a highly caste-ridden society though”



It won’t be right for me to comment on the Brahmin factor. UP is a highly caste-ridden society though. Any plans to hold Brahmin conclaves?



No specific conclave, though there would be some reach out. Another prominent woman Brahmin face in the Congress, Rita Bahuguna Joshi, joined the BJP recently. Any comments?



SHEILA DIKSHIT, Congress nominee for UP chief minister, tells Amit Agnihotri why she was the one to be chosen. Edited excerpts:



‘Muslims are coming back to Congress’ You are the Congress’ chief ministerial candidate for the 2017 Assembly polls in Uttar Pradesh, where the party has moved to the margins over the past two decades. How do you rate the party’s chances in the coming elections?



The Congress is in a much better position than it was around six months ago. People are looking up to the party. We have conducted yatras across the state. (Party vicepresident) Rahul Gandhi’s Kisan Yatra was received very well. We are presenting the Congress as a party which caters to all sec-



tions of society and works to bring people together. We are also making development our central plank with the slogan “27 saal, UP behaal” to target rival parties. Will your development plank sell among voters?



UP, the largest state, has remained backward in most parts. There have been communal riots and the whole political discourse seems to be negative. The state needs heavy doses of development and people see the Congress as a party capable of delivering on that prom-



Her late father and former UP chief minister, H N Bahuguna, and her brother and former Uttarakhand chief minister, Vijay Bahuguna, too, switched sides in the past. No wonder she followed them. I don’t think there would be much to worry for the Congress. We still have a battery of senior leaders who can travel across the state and convey the message to the people effectively. The BJP, which had swept the 2014 general polls in UP with 71 of the total 80 Lok Sabha seats, is making a strong pitch ahead of the UP polls. How does the Congress plan to counter the party?



The BJP is out to polarise the UP polls. They always do so. The party had played a similar game ahead of the 2014 Lok Sabha polls when they polarised voters in UP over the Muzaffarnagar communal riots. The SP government, too, did not take prompt action against those behind the riots. I think in the present situation, only the Congress can fight BJP and defeat its divisive agenda. The non-performance of the central government will also expose them before the voters. We will highlight the hollow promises of the Modi government made during the 2014 general polls.



likely?



We all want him to take over as early as possible but it is for party president Sonia Gandhi and him to decide on the timing. He is certainly making all efforts to revive the party in the state.



Will Priyanka Gandhi Vadra’s campaigning boost Congress’ prospects?



She is highly popular among the people. But it is her call. The Congress had been suffering in UP from a weak organisation and that had been a concern among the high command as well. Do you think the situation has improved?



The situation has improved significantly. The gaps in local units have been plugged and more people have been roped in at the booth level. Plus, Rahul’s Kisan Yatra has enthused a lot of workers who feel involved with the campaign. The Dalit outreach programme will further help us connect with the poor. We are being seen as raising the issues of farmers, labourers and the poor cutting across castes and communities. Therein lies our party’s appeal. You had won the 1985 Lok Sabha polls from the Kannauj seat in UP but have been out of the state since then. Is that a disadvantage?



No, I don’t think so. I had been interacting with state leaders and people, though most of my time had been devoted to Delhi as chief minister. I have done my bit for the national capital and I am confident that the people in UP will keep that in mind. People had raised doubts about my age when I was named the chief ministerial candidate in UP. I will use my administrative experience gained in Delhi for the benefit of UP.



Bihar’s Grand Alliance to face the heat of UP polls Even though Lalu Prasad has dismissed any suggestions of differences between JD(U) and RJD, the corridors of power in Patna are abuzz with speculation that Uttar Pradesh elections will have an impact on the alliance in Bihar as Lalu and Nitish will be pitted against each other SATYAVRAT MISHRA It was late in the evening on November 3. The phone at the chief minister’s residence in Patna rang twice before an assistant answered. On the other side, a husky voice told the assistant, “Mananiye Mulayam Singh Yadav ji, Nitish ji se baat karna chahte hain (Mulayam Singh Yadav wants to speak to Bihar Chief Minister Nitish Kumar).” The call was transferred to the Bihar CM’s home office, where he was buried in work. The two leaders spoke for 15-20 minutes. The Samajwadi Party (SP) chief invited Kumar to the silver jubilee function of the party, scheduled the next day in Lucknow. Kumar, also the Janata Dal (United) president, turned down the invitation politely. The Bihar CM said he would be busy with the Chhath Puja, but assured his predecessor Sharad Yadav would be there. Mulayam, although a bit unhappy, hung up. It was as if Kumar was giving him a taste of his own medicine. Last year, after taking back the reins of the state, Kumar and Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD) chief Lalu Prasad undertook hectic parleys for the merger of the Janata Parivar to counter the rise of the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP). In May 2015, six parties of the Janata Parivar met at the residence of the SP chief in Delhi and decided to go ahead with the merger. They even chose Mulayam as their leader and the decision was announced publicly amid much pomp and show. However,



things soon went south and, within a couple of months, it became clear that there would be no merger. In the heat of Assembly elections in Bihar last year, Mulayam even accused Kumar of cheating by holding talks with the Congress. Kumar, it seems, has not forgotten that. Therefore, for the past six months, he has been openly slamming the SP supremo. Last month, when the Yadav family feud in Lucknow was at a peak, he dared the Uttar Pradesh (UP) Chief Minister and Mulayam’s son, Akhilesh Yadav, to come out of his father’s shadow. He also came down heavily on Yadav senior. “We even offered him the post of president in the reconstituted Janata Dal and the head of the group in Parliament. But he walked away. The role he played in Bihar elections brought him a curse, which has manifested as the feud in party and family,” Kumar said, at the National BIHAR Convention of his party at Rajgir last month. Given the importance of Kurmi votes in the crucial UP Assembly polls, Mulayam wants to join hands with him. However, Kumar isn’t interested now. And this isn’t the only reason. Despite repeated invitation from the Yadavs in Uttar Pradesh, he chose to skip the ceremonial bash. The party leaders put the



blame on SP in-fighting. Senior JD(U) leaders say they didn’t want to be seen as siding with a group in the family feud. Nitish also endorsed the sentiment, although in hints. “We don’t want to get involved in the internal dispute of SP.” Further, he has been refusing to even acknowledge the coalition the SP is trying put together in poll-bound Uttar Pradesh as a “Grand Alliance”. “In Bihar, the Maha Gathbandhan was formed after the two main parties — the RJD and JD (U) — buried the hatchet and joined hands. Therefore, a grand alliance in UP is only possible if Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP) and SP join hands. Otherwise, it’s only an alliance,” Nitish said, a few days ago. Party insiders say that the Bihar chief minister likes to play safe. According to them, he doesn’t want to shut the door completely on the Yadav family as that could create problems for him in 2019. Therefore, some leaders point towards backchannel discussions between his advisor Prashant Kishor and Shivpal Yadav. “Kumar understands the importance of Mulayam Singh . His support will be crucial in 2019, hence, he is also playing safe. Attacks on the SP chief have been toned down since last month, but this doesn’t mean the JD(U) is ready to join hands yet.



STATE SCAN



(From left) Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Akhilesh Yadav with RJD Chief Lalu Prasad and Samajwadi Party (SP) state president Shivpal Yadav at SP’s 25th Foundation Day celebrations in Lucknow PHOTO: PTI



As of now, the party plans to contest on 1520 seats in UP, just enough to show its acceptance at the national level,” said an insider. However, by opposing the Yadav patriarch, the JD(U) finds itself at odds with its biggest ally — the RJD. The RJD has already distanced itself from JD(U) on this issue. Bihar Deputy Chief Minister Tejaswi Yadav had categorically said that his party and family will campaign for the SP in the coming UP polls, irrespective of JD(U)’s intentions. His father Lalu Prasad not only participated in SP’s silver



jubilee bash on November 5, but also portrayed himself as a referee in the Yadav family feud. However, this doesn’t seem to a problem with the JD(U). Kumar’s lieutenants say it is a family matter for the RJD chief as Lalu’s daughter is married to Mulayam’s grand nephew. Lalu has also dismissed any suggestions of differences between the two parties over this matter. However, the corridors of power in Patna are abuzz with speculation. Some say the UP elections results will have an impact on the alliance in Bihar as Lalu and



Kumar will be pitted against each other. However, insiders from both the parties deny such speculation. “It is highly unlikely that it would have any immediate impact on the Grand Alliance in Bihar. Both Lalu and Kumar understand the importance of being in power. Kumar needs to portray himself as an able administrator to compete against Narendra Modi in 2019 and Lalu’s sons need experience to portray themselves as a better substitute of Kumar in Bihar in 2020,” says a senior politician. But all options, as they say, are open.
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Fake news, real threat Manipulating social media is easy with no downside for failure



T



he US presidential elections represented a watershed moment for social media, which has often been used as a vehicle for political messaging. But this is the first time it is being seen as a malign platform for dissemination of fake news. Facebook, in particular, was inundated with fake political news that many suspect had a major influence on the elections. Many Americans use social media as a source of information, accessing news via Facebook and Twitter. According to Pew Research, Facebook is the primary news source for 44 per cent of American adults; 9 per cent use Twitter. But sourcing news only via social media leaves



the user vulnerable to fakery. For instance, over 100 fake news sites favouring Donald Trump were located on servers in Macedonia and spewed fictions and insinuations such as the Pope endorsing Mr Trump and Hillary Clinton arranging the murder an FBI agent investigating Wikileaks emails. It is easy to disseminate fake news on social media by setting up websites in faraway places. But it is very hard to sift lies and slanted half-truths from the unvarnished truth without recourse to mainstream news sources. Such fake news was promoted on social media platforms and propagated through repeated sharing by bogus, auto-



mated accounts. Somewhere between 5.5 and 11 per cent of Facebook’s 1.8 billion accounts are estimated to be fake. Even the Twitter followers of Mr Trump (13 million) and Ms Clinton (10 million) contain many bots — although Republican Twitter bots outnumbered Democratic ones by a ratio of 5:1 on election day. Mainstream media can flag such absurd stories and this facility is also available via Facebook. But users set up “filter bubbles”, which ignore the mainstream media. Facebook users choose their friends and usergroups and click “like” on posts and pages. Twitter users “follow” accounts they choose. This creates confirmation bias and the resulting bubble excludes news and opinion that does not conform to the user's worldview. Making things worse, Facebook amplifies the filter bubble effect by its secret algorithm, which delivers a filtered feed, including pro-



moted news and ads. The algorithm analyses usage patterns, “likes”, comments and group memberships to create unique feeds for every user. The priority is to create engagement; not to check for credibility. Digital marketers use Facebook's analytics and advertising tools to tailor campaigns to target specific demographics. Facebook does not reveal how much revenue it earns from news promotion or political advertising and although CEO Mark Zuckerberg poohpoohed Facebook's political influence, the network's own marketing highlights “success stories” in influencing “government and politics”. For example, it claims to have influenced the Arab Spring and helped the Scottish National Party. Google also allowed fake news sites to generate advertising revenue as partners to its AdSense programme and its search algorithm, PageRank, does value credibility and authenticity.



Focus on China, not Pakistan



To be sure, there is increasing awareness about the issue. A group of students recently demonstrated that it was possible to build automated tools to verify news on Facebook. For its part, Facebook has said it will henceforth filter out “misinformation” with Mr Zuckerberg outlining the strategy in a detailed response. Google says it is now committed to denying AdSense partnership to fake news sites. However, even as the platforms try to flag fakery, purveyors of phoney news will try to game the system. The rewards for successful manipulation are high and there is no downside for failure. It is also unrealistic to expect social media platforms to verify the news if users live in a bubble and abdicate their own responsibility to check for veracity. Mainstream media must also find ways to reassert itself in this strange new world where a single extremist sitting in a basement can match global news services in terms of reach.



Ushering in insolvency professionals



With Beijing outpacing New Delhi on different fronts, the emerging security environment is not very conducive to India’s interest REUTERS



RAJESWARI SENGUPTA & ANIRUDH BURMAN



sources of market failure include risks to consumer protection and concentration of marhe Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code ket power. None of these risks is aggravated by (IBC), 2016 creates a new institutional having non-residents register as IPs in India or framework for the quick and equitable allowing more than 49 per cent foreign ownresolution of distressed firms and individuals. ership of IPAs. In other words, from a riskA critical pillar of this law is the creation of a based perspective, it is not clear what risk is new profession of insolvency professionals sought to be mitigated by not permitting non(IPs). The IPs will be regulated by the code set residents to be IPs. Under the draft regulaout by Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board of tions, all IPs will have to clear a qualifying India (IBBI) as well as by the insolvency pro- exam and become members of IPAs. This will fessional agencies (IPAs). The IBC sets out the weed out unskilled or unethical persons broad framework for regulating IPs and dele- regardless of whether they are residents of gates the task of framing detailed subordi- India or not. The regulations could be nated legislation governing their functioning designed such that any non-resident IP would to the IBBI. In an earlier column, we had high- be subject to the same standards of supervilighted some radical new provisions related to sion, monitoring and disciplinary action in IPs in IBC. These provisions could potential- India as a resident IP. ly pave the way for the subsequent regulaAn important objective of the regulator is tions to be bold and more receptive to global to facilitate the development of the insolventalent. This spirit is, unfortunately, missing in cy profession in India. The IBBI needs to the draft Insolvency and Bankruptcy ensure that adequate safeguard measures are (Registration of Insolvency Professionals) built into the regulations to foster competition Regulations, 2016 that the Ministry of among the IPAs and prevent consumer proCorporate Affairs (MCA) has published for tection related problems. There is no plausipublic consultations. ble nexus between the discrimination against The IBC defines a “person” in an expansive foreign IPs and the objectives of the regulator, manner and includes persons resident out- especially when the IBC allows for it. No side India. This explicitly created the oppor- rationale accompanying the draft regulations tunity for the regulator to issue regulations has been provided either to explain if this is a permitting a foreign resident to register as an national security consideration, though it IP in India. Clause 11 of the draft seems highly unlikely in this regulations, however, explicitly Countries such as case. In the absence of any makes a person resident outside explanatory note or comment the United India ineligible to register as an Kingdom and published by the MCA, it is fair to IP. A similar restriction has been argue that these proposals be Canada have a applied to the registration of reconsidered. well-developed IPAs. Clause 3 of the draft reguMoreover, while the definicadre of selflations on Registration of tion of a person under the IBC regulated Insolvency Professional Agencies includes different kinds of natuinsolvency says, “no person resident outside professionals ral and artificial legal entities India shall at any time, have or such as Limited Liability acquire control over the applicant, or own Partnerships (LLPs) and trusts, the draft regmore than 49 per cent of the share capital of ulations permit only individuals and partthe applicant.” nership firms to register as IPs. Again it is not These are significant limitations given that clear why some legal forms are prohibited at present there are no existing IPs in India while others are allowed. While some legal and that many corporate debtors and credi- forms may be difficult to regulate as IPs (for tors are facing severe financial stress. In such example, trusts and societies), it is unclear circumstances, permitting non-resident IPs to why LLPs are not permitted to apply when mediate between debtors and creditors would they are basically partnerships with limited have enabled rapid and efficient resolution, liability. even as domestic expertise and capacity in The issues highlighted above will have a this field gets created. There can also be a significant impact on the nature and develpotential to transfer expertise and know-how opment of the IPs in India over the next sevfrom other jurisdictions that have regulated eral years. In the insolvency and bankruptcy IPs, leading to the faster development of the processes envisaged by IBC, the courts have profession in India. been entrusted with a largely administrative Countries such as the United Kingdom role, while the IPs will actually mediate in and Canada have a well-developed cadre of reaching a resolution. Given the critical role to self-regulated IPs. While Canada does not be played by this new profession, once the have IPAs, the UK has had them for almost IBC is notified and becomes functional, it is of three decades. Over time, this structure of IPs utmost importance that there be clarity on the and IPAs has witnessed better self-regulation, regulatory structure for the IPs. It would be a including the development of well-defined good idea to jump-start this profession by codes of ethics and business practices, along encouraging the adoption of best practices with better methods of monitoring the per- and principles from jurisdictions that have formance of member IPs by IPAs. A lot of effective bankruptcy regimes and one way of these learnings can be assimilated into the doing this would be to permit non-residents Indian system if professionals from such to practice as IPs in India. countries are allowed to service Indian debtors and creditors. Rajeswari Sengupta is a researcher at IGIDR and State intervention through regulation is Anirudh Burman is a researcher at NIPFP. Both justified when there is a market failure. In the were members of the research secretariat of the field of insolvency profession, potential Bankruptcy Law Reforms Committee.
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An Indian army officer (L) talks with a Chinese soldier at the 4,310 metre high Nathu-la pass on the country's northeastern border with China.



PREMVIR DAS



P



rime Minister Narendra Modi began his tenure by inviting neighbouring country heads, among them Pakistan Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif, to his swearing-in ceremony. This was a path-breaking gesture which he hoped would lead to some forward movement in the relationship between the two countries. Some efforts were made to resume the dialogue process such as the interface between foreign secretaries and national security advisers of the two countries. And finally, there was Mr Modi’s spontaneous visit to Mr Sharif’s private empire at Raiwind near Lahore for a family ceremony. The Indian PM had executed a series of tactical moves that would, apparently, lead to a more congenial interface. But look at the situation some months later: A daring raid on one of our premier forward Air Force bases by terrorists from across the border and an even more traumatic attack on a well-guarded military unit just on the border, which left nearly a score dead. It was just a signal from those who matter in Pakistan that things should get back to where they were. This was followed by our own much publicised “surgical strike”. Whether we went in a couple of hundred yards or a few kilometres is not the issue. The bottom line is that the incursion was widely publicised, unlike earlier such actions, signaling a more muscular stance. Since then, the border has been “live” with almost daily exchange of fire between the two militaries. For ideological and religious reasons, Pakistan has always seen India as a Hindu country and inimical to its interests. This has nothing to do with the Partition or with the unresolved Jammu and Kashmir (J&K) question — even if that is out of the way, India is and always will remain the enemy. The sense among some of our liberals that the younger generation in Pakistan will begin to see things differently is misplaced; they are even more radicalised. In supporting cross-border



>



terrorism, Pakistan has found a very cost-effective alternative to a full- fledged war. This allows them to keep the enemy image in focus. For India, the choice is hugely different. Pakistan is not an enemy is our fundamental thesis; it is just a horrible thing. Its army is hostile, its politicians are weak, it sponsors terrorist groups, etc., but it is not an enemy. This is the paradox. We are their adversary but they are not ours. Since war is, equally, not an option for us, at least until things really come to grief, our response is to manage what is being thrown at us and this is exactly what we have been doing. Yes, issues in J&K are a problem but they are not headaches we cannot live with. The situation will become grave if something like the Mumbai attack of November 2008 happens to us — although one assumes that we have plans, short of war, to respond For ideological to any such aggression which, in any event, Pakistan will and religious have to think through very reasons, Pakistan carefully. In short, status quo has always seen seems to be the answer with India as a Hindu both sides being content to country and treat it as such. Sporadic inimical to its moves and responses seem to interests be dictating our strategy. So, let us get Pakistan out of the way; it is just a tactical scenario. What we need to focus on is the international battlefield in which another nation — China — should be the centre of our strategic focus. It is already the major Asian power with an economy five times ours. It is not a country of some 170 million but one of 1400 million. Its economic relations with the world are far ahead of our own. Its trade with the rest of the world is far in excess to our trade with the same countries. Its foreign exchange reserves and, consequently, its ability to help others is way beyond our own capabilities. In short, we stand nowhere in comparison with China today and will struggle to reach



where it is now even three decades hence. This fact has had its impact on the emerging security environment. China is clearly the second most important global player after the US. Take the South China Sea (SCS) issue — no country of South East Asia, save Vietnam, is willing to take up against the Chinese stance. Even the most vitally affected Philippines is prepared to dump the US for China. Russia, too, is already supporting China’s position. Only Japan has taken a position in line with India’s. Whether is it the One Belt One Road (OBOR) project or building relationships in the Indian Ocean Region (IOR) — supposedly our area of concern — the Chinese are seriously outpacing us. One positive development that may be to our advantage is the likely easing of the US-Russia tensions in the new US administration. A positive engagement with the US and Russia, on the one hand, and with Japan, Australia and Vietnam, on the other, along with other smaller partnerships in the IOR littoral region, are critical to cope with the situation developing around us, leave aside every effort to keep the immediate neighbours, except Pakistan, on our side. This is easier said than done. Witness China’s moves in Bangladesh ($20 billion in aid and two submarines to boot), Nepal, Sri Lanka and Maldives. But there are non-quantifiable synergies in these countries with India which the Chinese cannot easily match and which need to be exploited. In the IOR, too, we have capabilities which the Chinese will find very hard to equal. But all this can be done only if we have our focus on the overall map. The emerging security environment is not very conducive to India’s interests and the overall strategic picture, much more than the tactical one, must occupy our minds. The writer has been Commander-in-Chief of the Eastern Naval Command. He has also served on the National Security Advisory Board



OTHER VIEWS



Demonetisation and agricultural woes Finance ministry should allow farmers to buy seed with demonetised cash The Union finance ministry must rethink its decision to reject the agriculture ministry’s proposal to let farmers buy seeds using ~500 and ~1,000 notes, demonetised by the Centre a few days ago. The finance ministry reportedly felt that making this exception could potentially lead to the misuse of Jan Dhan accounts and turn them into a conduit to legalise black money. The claim is alarmist. It also betrays a lack of sensitivity to the plight of farmers, who are either trying to sell the kharif produce or preparing to sow the rabi crop. The currency crunch in the country has severely curtailed the purchasing capacity of farmers, as they prepare to buy seeds, fertilisers and so on ahead of the sowing season. On Thursday, the government relaxed the cap on cash withdrawals for farmers, raising it to ~50,000 per week. This is a welcome measure. But the shortage of currency notes, restrictions on converting the old ones, uneven spread of ATMs and bank branches, and the rationing of cash itself has turned banking into a time-consuming activity. A less complicated way to ease the pressure is to extend to farmers the exemptions the government has already made for



the airlines, railways, petrol pumps and hospitals, which are all permitted to accept the demonetised notes as payment for services. The concerns flagged by the agriculture ministry are genuine and reflect the distress building at the grassroot level. The Indian Express, November 19



Justice beyond borders



New word, old idea



Countries leaving ICC ominous



‘Post-truth’ describes nothing new



Russia’s move to quit the International Criminal Court (ICC) is the outcome of the political undercurrents that have of late strained its relations with the North Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATO). More ominous could be the ramifications of the exit, the fourth within the last two months, from the established world arbiter. The collective vision of that global pact was to bring the impunities of political leaders to justice before a transnational body when all domestic remedies were exhausted. Russia’s announcement was predictable as a reaction to the court’s report on Tuesday, stating that the 2014 annexation of Crimea from Ukraine amounted to an occupation. Moscow has denied any role



Post-truth, to stay with the dictionary definition, privileges rabble rousing. The practised demagogue invariably appeals to emotions rather than to reason. Demagogues are quick to grasp what sections of the people want to hear, what moves them, what frightens and so on. And then in their speeches and appeals they speak to these sentiments. Facts then become increasingly irrelevant and inconsequential. A repetition in rousing terms of the statement, "foreigners are taking your jobs", in conditions of economic slowdown and unemployment strikes a chord with the unemployed and also stirs up hatred for the "foreigner". The factual basis of the statement or the issue



by its military, maintaining that Crimea’s accession was authorised in a popular referendum. NATO’s continued eastward expansion explains at least some of President Vladimir Putin’s belligerent rhetoric. Not only has the western military alliance extended into the countries of the former Eastern bloc, it has also brought some member states of the erstwhile Soviet Union within its fold. Moscow’s approach to the world court is far from ideal. But the constraints of initiating punitive action against the US and its allies for the war crimes committed during the Iraq war would have further eroded Russia’s diminishing faith in the liberal world order. The Hindu, November 19



of who is a foreigner becomes less and less important. An appeal to popular sentiments acquires the status of a truth. It is a truth foretold. Students of history would say that it is not a new feature of politics. Populist leaders across the world and across the 20th century have succeeded precisely by appealing to emotions and personal beliefs and by disregarding facts that do not help the appeal they are making. This is an all-too -common phenomenon in Indian politics. In the West too, in the 1930s in Germany, a failed painter catapulted himself to the position of an all-powerful and pernicious mass leader. The Telegraph, November 19
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