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Bloomfield School District Digital Learning Initiative FAQ Why are we moving to digital content/instruction?



No longer are we satisfied with students being passive learners in our school. We are committed to preparing digital citizens to create, collaborate, communicate, and critically think. From reading to building robots and everywhere in between, we’re transforming the learning environment for our students. We don’t want students just answering questions formed by their teachers. We want students asking and seeking answers to their own questions. ● From memorizing-critically thinking ● From critically thinking-building solutions ● From working in isolation-collaboration We have developed a plan and built momentum. We want to continue to build capacity for student access to digital tools.



When will this be implemented?



2018-2019 School Year



What role will textbooks play in student learning?



We will blend our current textbooks and begin curating a digital curriculum. Next year, we plan to utilize textbook rental to help offset the purchase of devices for students in grades 7-12 and to further support student access to digital content. We have been diligent in building a solid curricular foundation, by providing a high-quality professional development program for staff to help build their confidence and comfort in moving to digital resources and platforms.



Will we continue to have existing labs and Yes. While the number of current labs computers? that we have may decrease, we have no plans of removing all labs. Where can I learn more about the device? Lenovo's Website How can parents help?



Look at the device and see what your students are doing. You want to have an open, honest dialogue with your child. You want your child to come to you if he/she is feeling pressured, bullied, etc. Encourage your child to be a smart, digital citizen.



Will my student be able to access anything on the internet when at home?



All devices have content filtering installed which will apply outside of school as well. For example, if a student cannot access a social media site like Facebook at school, he/she will not be able to access it at home either. BSD and Five Star Technologies personnel have the authority to run access reports for every device.



If we do not have internet at home, will my student still be able to work on the Chromebook?



The devices utilize cloud-based storage through Google Drive. Students have been educated and are aware of how to utilize their Drive for document storage and management. Students can utilize an “offline” mode with their devices. This gives users the ability to open and start a document while on the network and continue to edit the document once the connection is deactivated.



Does my student need to use the provided carrying case?



Yes, to ensure the safety of the device, students must carry their device in the Brenthaven case when not in use. The cases purchased have been researched and tested for protection ability.



What happens if my Chromebook is lost or stolen?



The Chromebook is the responsibility of the student. Each Chromebook comes with a limited damage waiver program.



Should a device be damaged, lost, or stolen the student and parent/guardian should immediately notify the school administration. The filing of a police report by the parent/guardian may be advised at that time. In the event that a Chromebook is damaged, lost, or stolen by fault of the owner, the full cost of the device may be charged. May students take the Chromebook off-site?



Yes, students should take their Chromebooks off-site every day for homework and charging. It would be beneficial for you to help your student develop the habit of making sure his/her device is charging over night every night.



May I use my own personal devices in addition to the Chromebook?



No, due to several considerations, including security risks, state testing requirements, programming and management, it is not currently possible for the Bloomfield School District to allow individually owned personal devices.



When will students be issued their Chromebook?



Student devices will be distributed to all registered and enrolled students in grades 7-12 per the distribution schedule found here. (This may be later for some students due to absences and/or late online registration.) Student devices will be collected on or before the last school day. Students will receive a device when they have completed school registration and have enrolled in the One2One Risk Solutions program. See more details Click Here.



Am I required to purchase a Chromebook?



No, a school issued Chromebook will be rented to each student (much the same way textbooks are currently rented). Each student is required to rent the Lenovo:



Thinkpad 11e Yoga Chromebook through the school district. This requirement is so that the devices can be managed by the school district and used for state testing. Who will receive a Chromebook?



For the 2018-2019 school year, all students in grades 7-12 will be issued a Lenovo: Thinkpad 11e Yoga Chromebook.



How have we prepared students and staff for this initiative?



The Bring Your Own Device (BYOD) model was implemented at Bloomfield Jr/Sr High School four years ago. We have outgrown BYOD and are ready to take the next step in our 1:1 initiative. The technology committee conducted a thorough review of successful 1:1 student computing programs. Based on the results of our analysis and through discussions during our technology committee meetings, we have implemented a targeted professional development program that will support our students and staff in moving to a 21st century learning environment. The impact of investing resources and developing the digital leadership capacity within our own staff has been transformational for our staff and students. We believe investing in our staff will allow for sustainability as we move forward. In addition, every teacher was issued provided with a Lenovo: Thinkpad 11e Yoga Chromebook in October 2017.
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