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Sunday of All Saints Why do we celebrate the Day of All Saints on the first Sunday after Pentecost? We celebrate it as an assertion of the fact that the power of the Holy Spirit has transformed numerous souls, turning them away from sin toward sanctity and away from darkness toward light. None of these saints was born holy. They became holy by their inner efforts to open their souls to God’s grace. It is in this synergy, the coworking of the divine and the human, that the fullness of human life and salvation is found, and all the rest is secondary…. With humility and is a calm voice the Church is called to bear witness to this: where the Holy Spirit is, there is life, and there there is no Holy Spirit, there is death. The feast of All Saints is a testimony to this. Remembering holy men of God who have shown forth in the universal Church in all times and in all nations, we bow before their vital feats, testifying that they were temples of the Holy Spirit, even as the Lord himself testified through the words of the Apostle. - Patriarch Kyrill of Moscow -



Life according to the Gospel, holy life, Divine life, that is the natural and normal life for Christians. Saints are those who are “normal” anything short of such a life in us is an “abnormal” and sickly human existence. Christians, according to their vocation, are called to be holy: That good tiding and commandment resounds throughout the whole Gospel of the New Testament. To become completely holy (a saint), both in soul and in body, that is our vocation. This is not a miracle, but rather the norm, the rule of faith. The commandment of the Holy Gospel is clear and most clear: as the Holy One who has called you is Holy, so be holy in all manner of life. Christ the Holy One, Who, having been incarnate and become man, showed forth in Himself a completely holy life, and as such commands men: “be ye holy, for I am Holy” (1 Pet. 1:16). He has the right to command this, for having become man He gives men as Himself, the Holy One, all the Divine energies necessary for a holy and pious life in this world. … Saints are saints by the very fact that they constantly live the entire Lord Jesus as the soul of their soul, as the conscience of their conscience, as the mind of their mind, as the being of their being, as the life of their life. And each one of them together with the Holy Apostle loudly proclaims the truth: “Yet not I live, but Christ liveth in me” (Gal. 2:20). So must we strive after them in all their humility, longsuffering, patience, virtue, love…! St. Justin Popovich



Announcements



Birthdays: Brent (12th); Erasmus (16th); Ken R. (16th) Anniversary: Hansen, Funari, Dimoff Many Years!



Services This Week: Vespers: Weds. 6p.m. Adult Ed. “Intro. mini-series” following Vespers



Youth Contact Eric Jewett for Summer Activities: [email protected]



Moms: Contact Margaret Combs for summer schedule: [email protected]



Ladies Study - Thursdays, 9a.m. -



Men’s Study Group - Fridays, 6:30a.m. -



During his talks with his orphans he gave them among other things just the advice against despondency which we find in the writings of other holy Fathers, namely, to offer to a person in sorrow some nice dish to eat! Is it not comforting to laymen to know that their earthly calling, whatever it may be, leads them to salvation, if only they bear it with faith, humility and patience, in the name of Christ, and cary it out as a commandment of God. Every work, every labor is spiritualized in this way. Then, the whole of a man’s life is changed into an unceasing labor of salvation. Once a professor of a seminary, accompanied by a Priest, came to him and wanted to receive his blessing, but Father Seraphim kept talking to the Priest and did not pay the least attention to the learned theologian. Then he asked casually: “Has he anything else to learn to complete his studies?” The Priest exclaimed that the professor knew well the different brands of the science of theology. “I know that he is skilled in composing lectures. But teaching others is as easy as throwing stones from the top of our Cathedral, but to put into practice what you teach is like carrying the stones yourself to the top of the Cathedral. That is the difference between teaching others and doing things oneself.”



Holy Theophany Orthodox Church + 2770 N. Chestnut St. Colo. Springs, CO 80907 (719) 473-9238 Fr. Anthony Karbo Fr. Lawrence Gaudreau Fr. Panayiotis Tekosis Dn. Gregory Jewett [email protected]



A hermit set out to fetch water and on his way fell into sin. As he was returning to his Monastery, the enemy began to disturb him with thoughts of despair, representing to him the gravity of his sin and the impossibility of forgiveness and amendment. But the soldier of Christ withstood the attacks of the evil spirit and resolved to expiate what he had done by repentance… And so, let us not fail to run quickly to our merciful Lord, and let us not yield to carelessness and despair on account of our grave and countless sins. Our despair is the most perfect joy for the devil. It is a “sin unto death” as Scriptures says. If you do not give way to despondency and carelessness you will have to wonder and to glorify God when you see how He changes you from nonexistence to existence. - St. Seraphim of Sarov -



All Saints June 11th, 2017 Heb. 11:33-12:2 Matt. 10:32-33; 37-38; 19:27-30 “For a Church that does not make Saints is not a Church, it is merely an institution which abuses the word ‘Church'.” - Orthodox England -
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