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Business Development and Technology Transfer Specialist (Ref No: DDG-R4D/BDT/08/16) Background: The International Institute of Tropical Agriculture (IITA) invites applications for the internationally recruited position of Business Development and Technology Transfer Specialist for the Aflasafe Technology Transfer and Commercialization Program. IITA is one of the world’s leading research partners in finding solutions for hunger, malnutrition, and poverty. Its award-winning research-for-development (R4D) approach addresses the development needs of tropical countries. IITA works with partners to enhance crop quality and productivity, reduce producer and consumer risks, and generate wealth from agriculture. IITA is a non-profit organization founded in 1967 in Nigeria and governed by a Board of Trustees. IITA works on the following crops: cowpea, soybean, banana/plantain, yam, cassava, and maize. It is a member of CGIAR, a global agriculture research partnership for a food secure future. Please visit http://www.iita.org/ for more information on IITA. Aflasafe is a revolutionary biocontrol product developed at IITA in cooperation with the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA), which reduces the prevalence of aflatoxins in treated maize and groundnut by 80% - 99% from farm to fork. Following years of painstaking scientific work to develop products tailored for Africa and firmly establish their efficacy, Aflasafe is ready to be manufactured and distributed to farmers at scale. The Aflasafe Tech Transfer Program is designed to carefully but efficiently identify strategic options for partnership with private companies or government entities, execute those partnerships and help ensure the products reaches millions of farmers. The Aflasafe Technology Transfer and Commercialization Program, funded jointly by the United States Agency for International Development (USAID) and the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation (BMGF) is designed to run for five years. It is slated to cover eleven countries where aflasafe is, or will soon, likely to be a nationally registered product: Nigeria, Kenya, Senegal, The Gambia, Zambia, Burkina Faso, Ghana, Mozambique, Tanzania, Malawi and Uganda. In each country the program will be responsible for (1) developing a country strategy, (2) working with the Aflasafe Advisory Board to refine that strategy, (3) based on the strategy, develop partnerships with specific government and private entities interested in manufacturing and distributing aflasafe, (4) execute tech transfer agreements with those entities, (5) continue to provide technical support, help ensure continued product quality and monitor product usage by farmers. IITA is looking for a uniquely qualified professional to lead the business development and technology transfer component of this program in Senegal and The Gambia. The Business Development and Technology Transfer Specialist will report to the commercialization Director/Manager for West Africa. Position Responsibilities: The tasks are:  Lead the implementation of the program in Senegal and The Gambia.  As the frontline manager in these countries, he/she will support the mobilization of potential investors for the manufacturing and distribution of Aflasafe.  Support the consulting firms in the development and implementation of country commercialization strategy.



      



Develop and implement an annual country plan in collaboration with investors, sub-grantees. Lead the development, negotiation and monitor the implementation of the Technology Transfer Agreements with investors. Develop and maintain strategic partnership with government, development partners, buyers of aflatoxin-free products and farmers’ organizations to create awareness about aflatoxin. Participate actively in the national PACA platform. Lead the activities related to on-farm demonstrations and training of value chain actors for meeting quality standards of high value groundnut and maize markets. Support the registration process and commercialization of Aflasafe in other West African countries when needed. Communicate the progress and impacts of the program to target audiences through a variety of information products, including media interviews, working papers, journal articles and books.



Educational Qualifications The candidate should have a Master degree in Agricultural Science, Agricultural Economics and Business Administration/Management. Core Competencies  7+ years of professional experience in product development with research organizations, private and public sector in Africa; direct experience of working with Aflasafe preferred.  Good knowledge of biocontrol technologies in agriculture in general and Aflasafe in particular.  Demonstrated practical experience in engaging with private companies in the marketing of agricultural inputs and outputs.  Very good knowledge of the groundnut value chains in Senegal and The Gambia.  Experience in leading multi-stakeholder initiatives.  Good oral and written communication in English and French required. Duty station: Dakar, Senegal. General information: The contract will be for a period of three years based on performance and availability of funding. IITA offers internationally competitive remuneration package paid in U.S. Dollars. Applications: Applications must include covering letter which should address how the candidate’s background/experience relates to the specific duties of the position applied for, curriculum vitae, names and addresses of three professional referees (which must include either the Head of the applicant’s current or previous organization or applicant’s direct Supervisor/Superior at his/her present or former place of work). The application should be addressed to the Head, Human Resources Service. Please complete our online application form using this link: http://www.iita.org/careers Closing Date: Applications should be submitted not later than 18th August 2016, but candidates are encouraged to apply early as applications will be reviewed as soon as they are received. IITA is an equal opportunity employer and particularly welcomes applications from women candidates. Please note that only shortlisted candidates will be contacted.
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