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CAL FIRE NEWS RELEASE California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection



San Mateo-Santa Cruz Unit CONTACT: Rich Sampson Division Chief 831.335.6742



RELEASE DATE:



October 17, 2014



CAL FIRE Declares Burn Ban To Continue Felton - CAL FIRE would like to remind the public that due to continued extremely dry fuel conditions related to the drought, the Burn Ban on outdoor open burning will continue to be in effect in Alameda, Contra Costa, Santa Clara, San Mateo, Santa Cruz, San Benito, Monterey, portions of Stanislaus, and Western San Joaquin Counties. This ban prohibits open burning, including debris like leaves and branches in State Responsibility Areas and Local Responsibility areas where CAL FIRE provides fire protection services under a cooperative fire protection agreement. This is part of a State-wide ban put in place by the Director of CAL FIRE in June 2014. Violation of this ban could result in enforcement action up to and including a citation. The Open Burn Season in some areas of this region normally starts on December 1 each year but due to the extreme dry weather conditions and threat of wildfire, burning could be postponed and will not be allowed until adequate rainfall occurs. Historically large wildland fires have occurred in this region during similar dry winters. As soon as adequate rainfall has accumulated and fuel conditions are more appropriate for open burning by significantly reducing the threat of a Wildland fire, the burn ban will be re-evaluated. Once the burn ban is lifted the public should review their respective Air Pollution District website. You can review the Monterey Bay Unified Air Pollution Control District website (http://www.mbuapcd.org/) and the Bay Area Air Quality Management District site at: http://www.baaqmd.gov/Divisions/Compliance-and-Enforcement/Open-Burning.aspx for information on Burn Day status, burn allocations and Air Quality regulations prior to scheduling a burn. With the large number of escape debris piles that CAL FIRE responds to during this period, the public is also advised that they are responsible for knowing the current burn regulations and burn day status. Landowners and contractors can also be held responsible for any costs or damages associated with suppressing an out of control fire they initiate. For information on ways to prevent wildfires visit: www.preventwildfireca.org or www.fire.ca.gov. ###
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