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CAST’s UDL LESSON BUILDER Lesson Overview Title:



Creating Short Stories and Video Trailers



Author:



Tanya Henslee



Subject:



Language Arts



Grade Level(s):



5th



Duration:



4 days



Subject Area:



Writing



Unit Description:



This lesson will focus on the students’ understanding and use of theme within the book Hatchet by Gary Paulsen, and will use a recurring theme to plan and write a short story. These themes can include elements of nature, survival, perseverance, or other appropriate them approved by the teacher. In this lesson, students will use the 6+1 Writing traits and grading rubric to develop their short stories. They will use technology within the classroom to create a short, 30 second, video trailer to introduce their stories to the class. These videos will display the theme/mood that was taken from Hatchet and conveyed in the short stories.



Lesson Description for Day:



Students will write short stories based on a theme present in Hatchet by Gary Paulsen. They can choose from nature, survival, perseverance, or come up with their own (approved by teacher). After the students complete their short stories, they will design and produce a 30 second story trailer using the Animoto app. on the iPads to introduce their story to the class.



State Standards:



CAST2006



(15) Writing/Writing Process. Students use elements of the writing process (planning, drafting, revising, editing, and publishing) to compose text. Students are expected to: Adapted from http://lessonbuilder.cast.org
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(A) plan a first draft by selecting a genre appropriate for conveying the intended meaning to an audience, determining appropriate topics through a range of strategies (e.g., discussion, background reading, personal interests, interviews), and developing a thesis or controlling idea; (B) develop drafts by choosing an appropriate organizational strategy (e.g., sequence of events, cause-effect, compare-contrast) and building on ideas to create a focused, organized, and coherent piece of writing; (C) revise drafts to clarify meaning, enhance style, include simple and compound sentences, and improve transitions by adding, deleting, combining, and rearranging sentences or larger units of text after rethinking how well questions of purpose, audience, and genre have been addressed; (D) edit drafts for grammar, mechanics, and spelling; and (E) revise final draft in response to feedback from peers and teacher and publish written work for appropriate audiences. (16) Writing/Literary Texts. Students write literary texts to express their ideas and feelings about real or imagined people, events, and ideas. Students are expected to: (A) write imaginative stories that include: (i) a clearly defined focus, plot, and point of view; (ii) a specific, believable setting created through the use of sensory details; and
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(iii) dialogue that develops the story



Goals Unit Goals:



Students use elements of the writing process (planning, drafting, revising, editing, and publishing) to compose text. Students will write literary texts to express their ideas and feelings about real or imagined people, events, and ideas. Students will use Animoto to create videos reflecting the theme and mood of their short stories which directly correlates with the theme/mood in Hatchet.



Lesson Goals:



Students will:    



Plan, develop, edit, and revise a short story. Improve skills by reading and analyzing a story. Develop writing, thinking, and organizing skills. Identify recurring themes and make real-life connections to literature.  Express theme through pictures, video, music, and text.



Methods Anticipatory Set:



Discussion will be lead describing the themes portrayed in Hatchet. Themes should include man vs. nature, perseverance, survival, maturation, and the willingness to adapt to adverse situations. Ask students to make connections between the themes in Hatchet to real-life situations they may have experienced. Students may use a real-life experience or create a fictional situation that reflects a theme in Hatchet and write a short story based on that theme. Review the 6+1 writing traits and grading rubric. Short stories must follow the 6+1 form and include any additional
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Adapted from http://lessonbuilder.cast.org
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requirements listed in the rubric. The rubric can be found in the Writing folder on the class website. Students will refer to the guide throughout the next few class days as they begin planning, writing, editing, and publishing their short stories. Short stories will be typed on the laptops using Word and saved to network folders. Transition to Technology: Remind students of the book trailer for Hatchet that was shown in class before reading the book. Book or short story trailers can be used to promote literacy and provoke interest in a particular story. This is an advertisement for the story. In 30 seconds, students must provide enough info to capture the audience’s attention and convince them to read their short story. The video should reflect the overall theme and mood. Students will use the Animoto app installed on the iPads to create the videos. Pictures must be saved to the iPad and included in the folder for this project found on the student network. Introduce and Model New Knowledge:



When creating the video, all pictures, transitions, text, and music should clearly define the theme of the short story. Mood can be interpreted differently depending on the music, colors, and text students choose.



Provide Guided Practice:



Leave an example of the digital rubric projected onto the Smart Board. Encourage students to use the Smart board to “check off” traits while planning and writing their short stories. Show examples of trailers. Example of video with narration: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NrjOgZ1g6_I&feat ure=bf_prev&list=PL999AC8078C9B170C Example of video without narration: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t03w9gYd_b0
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Specific examples using Animoto: Provide Independent Practice:



Day 1 and 2: Students will plan and develop their short stories. Stories must follow the 6+1 writing traits and will be graded with rubrics provided to students and available on the class website. Students will use laptops and Microsoft Word to begin publishing their papers. Papers should be saved to their student folders on the network. Papers will be uploaded to the class website. Day 3: Students will complete their short stories and begin creating their Animoto videos. Videos will be produced using the Animoto app. on the iPads. **Students should be registered for an account prior to this lesson. They could use one account that is created by the teacher. This would be an easier way to keep up with everyone’s assignments. Videos will be uploaded to the class website. Day 4: Students will present their story trailers to the class. Students will be provided a hard copy of the rubric. After students present their videos, discuss various themes that were demonstrated in the short stories and how they compare/contrast to the themes in Hatchet. Ending Class Discussion: How did the story trailers help you understand the importance of theme/mood in a book? Why is it important to use a rubric to guide your writing? What did you find was the most difficult part of using the 6+1 writing traits? What would you do differently next time? Note: The short stories and story trailers will be uploaded to the class website.
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Assessment Formative/Ongoing Assessment:



Students will be following a rubric for the video and the 6+1 Writing guide that are uploaded on the class website and accessible through the iPads. Teacher should monitor group work and make sure that students are following and referring to the digital rubric. Monitor video production to ensure understanding of how to reflect mood and theme suing the digital elements offered in Animoto. While monitoring the students’ work, the teacher should check for comprehension by asking questions such as these: Does this video reflect the overall mood or feeling of your short story? Is this video interesting enough to captivate your audience? How can you compare your theme to the theme in Hatchet? Does your text accurately describe your short story? Were you careful not to give the ending of your short story away?



Summative/End Of Lesson Assessment:



Students will collaborate and use the rubrics to grade each other after the presentation of each video. Students will need to score at least a 4 on each section in order to demonstrate an understanding of this concept.



Materials     



CAST2006



A copy of Hatchet, by Gary Paulsen (include hard copies for reference and audio version for accommodations) iPads with internet access Laptop Cart Animoto App. Digital Rubric on iPad and class website
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