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It can be said that the wellspring of our nation's existence lies in the legitimacy of our Constitutional doctrine. Yet, the theoretical constructs of our most important social compact remain, as they have for nearly two hundred years, immersed and floundering in a kind of ideological milieu. Social, economic and political forces often fuse together, creating in their wake, a juxtaposed set of competing interests. As has historically been the case, in their struggle to create a semblance of order, those interests which generate the greatest energy and offer the most tangible rewards, often tend to exert the most influence upon the way in which law and public policy are developed. This intrinsic vulnerability inherent within our Constitutional legacy creates a political climate whereby issues of questionable fairness are given the opportunity to gain practical legitimacy. Indeed, unrecognized by most, hidden deep within the framework of many of our legislative enactments, lurks the potentiality for abuse. I am speaking of a process which has become known as "institutionalized racism." Institutionalized racism can best be described as a method by which those of power and influence control and oppress great numbers of our people through the vast network of state, local and federal politics. It is this type of discrimination which exerts profound influence upon the Chicano community and on our ability to maintain and further develop civil rights, affirmative action and political representation. What makes institutionalized racism so particularly troubling is that it tends to be very subjective in nature, often existing within the "outerfringes" or "interpretative avenues" of contemporary legislative and Constitutional thought. Yet, recent events within the Southwestern United States confirm the existence of such racist policies, and provides grim evidence of their devastating effects. For example, in Edgewood vs. Kirby 1989, the Texas State Supreme Court considered the question of economic segregation within the Texas public educational system. The court unanimously concluded that the way in which the State of Texas had designed it's policy of funding public education, primarily through local tax bases, created a great disparity between the quality of education which was available for affluent children and that which was available to children in poverty stricken areas. This, the justices reasoned, deprived school children in these poor areas of the right to an efficient and equal education. The state was subsequently ordered to create a fair and equitable system of financing public education. We must question public policy which creates not only the immoral and unjust conditions surrounding the "Edgewood" tragedy, but additionally, obtrusive policies which allow public officials, such as police officers, to abuse their power and brutalize our people. We need only to remember the Zoot Suit Riots of the 1940's, the East L.A. High School blowouts of the 1960's, and the Chicano Moratorium of the 1970's, to realize that police misconduct within the Chicano community has been a serious problem. Recent film footage of police in San Bernardino beating migrant farmworkers confirms that the use of excessive force by the police is still very much a fact of life in the Chicano community. It is clear that if we are to effect changes, of a substantive nature, we must achieve these through traditional political channels. Yet even this approach, it appears, remains a barrier for us. To this day, our participation in the mainstream of American politics has been tenuous at best. Indeed, our ability to participate politically is the main question at hand in the historic case of Garza vs. Los Angeles 1988: a class action federal lawsuit filed concurrently by MALDEF, the ACLU and the U.S. Department of Justice. In this suit, it is alleged that the County of Los Angeles has engaged in unfair and discriminatory practices in the creation and development of it's political boundaries. As it exists today, the voting districts within Los Angeles County are designed in such a way as to fragment and dilute the voting power of the Chicano community, thereby subverting their constitutionally mandated right to equal representation; a concept which is wholly incompatible with the very notion of a representative democracy. As we have seen, oppression based primarily upon ethnicity and color appears in so many unrelated forms that it is sometimes difficult to recognize that they all, more or less, stem from the doctrine of a supposed racial superiority. Ignorance and fear perpetuate these vicious cycles of prejudicial thought which are rooted not only in the context of racial superiority, but additionally, in an economic sense as well. These are, however, not the only aspects of racism which inflict a harm. It is not only damaging for Chicano children to be
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in schools which are segregated as a matter of law and economics, but it is also damaging to be in a neighborhood whose schools have been segregated because whites do not want to live near Chicanos. It is degrading to witness people of the community being beaten and tormented because the policy which governs public officers lacks the clarity and reason to deal with them humanly. It is inherently unfair that entire segments of the population are systematically excluded from the process of political representation. It is, I believe, damaging to live in a world in which there are very few minority professionals, and to subsequently be denied access to the opportunities therein. Indeed, from all indications, it is damaging to live in a world in which you are different. PHOTO (BLACK & WHITE): Mr. Castro ~~~~~~~~ By Robert Castro Mr. Castro is a graduate of UC Irvine and currently is completing his Master's Program at UCLA and is considering Doctoral Program Appointments at various universities. Robert is an APSA graduate Fellow accorded to him by The American Political Science Association. Copyright of Hispanic Times Magazine is the property of Hispanic Times Enterprises and its content may not be copied or emailed to multiple sites or posted to a listserv without the copyright holder's express written permission. However, users may print, download, or email articles for individual use. The link information above provides a persistent link to the article you've requested. Persistent link to this record: Following the link above will bring you to the start of the article or citation. Cut and Paste: To place article links in an external web document, simply copy and paste the HTML above, starting with "
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