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Causes of the Age of Imperialism (c. 1850 to 1914) Imperialism – when a country/region dominates or influences another country’s/region’s PESCA either indirectly or through direct territorial acquisition In no particular order…. • • • • • • • • • •



Industrial Revolution – need for raw materials not found in home country and markets in which to sell finished goods Nationalism – the larger the country’s overseas possessions were, the more powerful the nation was; led to upsurge in nationalism (yes, this is circular…) “The sun never sets on the British Empire.” To offset the rising power of a rival country in a particular region Britain in West Africa to slow down the French; Germany in East Africa to slow down the British (among others)… Coaling/re-supply stations for warships and merchant fleets; also control of strategic waterways (Singapore, the Falkland Islands) Mission to bring the benefits (or “benefits”) of Western civilization to the uncivilized parts of the world The “White Man’s Burden” Spread Christianity Social Darwinism Quest for knowledge Advanced medical techniques decreased the danger of disease To eliminate the slave trade (specific to Africa)
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Industrial Revolution â€“ need for raw materials not found in home country and markets in which to sell finished goods. â€¢ Nationalism â€“ the larger the country's ... 
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