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MEDIA ADVISORY Elizabeth Garner, State Demographer, 303-864-7750 o. [email protected] Natriece Bryant, Chief Administrative Officer 303-864-7707 o. [email protected]



CO State Demography Office provides review of recently released U.S. Census Bureau 2017 county estimates DENVER, CO – March 22, 2018 - New Census Bureau data shows that El Paso County (home to Colorado Springs) has the largest county increase in the state of 12,526 followed by Weld + 10,390, Denver + 9,844, Douglas + 7,577 and Arapahoe + 6,103. The largest growing county in the U.S. was Maricopa County, Arizona – home to Phoenix with an increase of 73,650 – close to the entire state of Colorado’s increase of 77,049. Six of the top 10 largest gaining counties were in Texas. The remaining four counties on the list were in Arizona, Nevada, California and Washington. Denver remains the largest populated county in the state at 704,621 but El Paso is not far behind at 699,232. There were gains in all but nine Colorado counties. This marks a significant change from 2011 when 36 counties experienced population declines. The fastest growing county in the state was Crowley at 10.6% which also ranked second fastest in the nation. The growth in Crowley was primarily due to the movement prisoners from the Kit Carson Correctional Center which was closed to the Corrections Corporation of American facility in Crowley and Bent Counties. Therefore it makes sense that Kit Carson County experienced the largest decline of population in the state (-470) and percentage (-6.2%). The percentage loss ranked second largest in the U.S. Counties in Colorado with the largest growth continued to be along the Front Range, representing eighty-five percent of the growth in the state. Counties with the fastest growth were primarily smaller rural counties except for Weld. Weld County was the 14th fastest growing county in the U.S. for counties over 100,000 in population. The Greeley Metropolitan Statistical Area (MSA), same as the Weld geography was the 3rd fastest growing MSA in the US at 3.5%. Net migration represents 60% of the population change in the state with the remaining 40% from natural increase (births-deaths). In many counties net migration is the only source of growth and in 14 counties it is the



source of decline. Most counties have positive natural increase (more births than deaths) but 8 counties are experiencing natural declines. Sub county estimates will be released in May.



Largest Counties Denver County El Paso County Arapahoe County Jefferson County Adams County Larimer County Douglas County Boulder County Weld County Pueblo County



704,621 699,232 643,052 574,613 503,167 343,976 335,299 322,514 304,633 166,475



Largest Percent Growth Crowley County 10.6% Custer County 5.9% Bent County 4.5% San Juan County 3.8% Archuleta County 3.7% Weld County 3.5% Saguache County 3.4% Park County 3.2% Chaffee County 2.9% Broomfield County 2.8% Largest Natural Increase Denver County 5,073 El Paso County 5,055 Arapahoe County 4,015 Adams County 3,968 Weld County 2,727 Douglas County 2,082 Jefferson County 1,655 Larimer County 1,286 Boulder County 987 Eagle County 521



Largest Growth Smallest Growth/Declines El Paso County 12,526 Kit Carson County -470 Weld County 10,390 Rio Blanco County -63 Denver County 9,844 Sedgwick County -61 Douglas County 7,577 Yuma County -43 Arapahoe County 6,103 Rio Grande County -37 Adams County 5,772 Moffat County -30 Larimer County 5,445 Logan County -29 Jefferson County 3,774 Lincoln County -16 Broomfield County 1,832 Pitkin County -4 Mesa County 1,822 San Miguel County 3 Slowest Percentage growth Kit Carson County -6.2% Sedgwick County -2.5% Rio Blanco County -1.0% Yuma County -0.4% Rio Grande County -0.3% Lincoln County -0.3% Moffat County -0.2% Logan County -0.1% Pitkin County 0.0% San Miguel County 0.0%



Natural Decline Fremont County Delta County Huerfano County Las Animas County Chaffee County Custer County Bent County Baca County



###



-156 -72 -41 -26 -23 -14 -13 -9



Largest Net Migration Weld County 7,622 El Paso County 7,435 Douglas County 5,479 Denver County 4,732 Larimer County 4,138 Jefferson County 2,117 Arapahoe County 2,094 Adams County 1,801 Mesa County 1,506 Pueblo County 1,498
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