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AMERICAN CULINARY FEDERATION PRESS RELEASE For Immediate Release: August 23, 2016



Media Contact: Stacy Gammill, (904) 484-0213 [email protected]



Centerline Steel Gives Generous Donation to ACF Culinary Team USA St. Augustine, Fla., August 23, 2016— While most of the world has been focused on the Olympics in Rio, ACF Culinary Team USA also has its sights set on bringing home a gold medal. ACF Culinary Team USA is the official representative for the United States in major international culinary competitions and will be representing the U.S. at the Internationale Kochkunst Ausstellung (IKA), commonly referred to as the “culinary Olympics,” held every four years in Erfurt, Germany. Getting to Erfurt is no simple matter, nor is it cheap to send gourmet ingredients across the Atlantic. That’s why the American Culinary Federation (ACF) is pleased to announce that St. Augustine-based Centerline Steel is the latest organization to pledge its support to ACF Culinary Team USA as a bronze-level sponsor. Centerline Steel is a family-owned business that was established with a vision and determination to become the premier leader in countertop brackets. Its steel countertop brackets are known industrywide for quality, strength and affordability, and are used nationwide by builders, installers, homeowners and design centers. To learn more, visit Centerline Steel’s website. “We are grateful that Centerline Steel has joined our team of sponsors who make it possible for ACF Culinary Team USA to display America’s cuisine to the world,” said Joseph Leonardi, CEC, AAC, ACF Culinary Team USA manager. “Now, with the help of our generous sponsor, we are on the road to bringing home the gold at the 2016 IKA in Erfurt, Germany.” “Before starting Centerline Steel, I had the pleasure of working for ACF and being a part of its competition program,” said Tracy Smith, managing partner, Centerline Steel. “Seeing the commitment and passion of the competitors, coaches and judges at each competition was inspiring. Being in a position to help support ACF Culinary Team USA is our way of giving back to an organization filled with talented, dedicated and inspiring chefs and cooks. I’m excited for the team and wish them the best of luck!” Eight ACF chefs from across the nation were selected for ACF Culinary Team USA. In 18 glass kitchens, more than 2,000 chefs from over 50 countries will prepare more than 7,000 fresh menu items. To learn more, or to make a donation, please visit the ACF Culinary Team USA website.



-MORE-



About the American Culinary Federation The American Culinary Federation, Inc. (ACF), established in 1929, is the standard of excellence for chefs in North America. With more than 17,500 members spanning more than 150 chapters nationwide, ACF is the leading culinary association offering educational resources, training, apprenticeship and programmatic accreditation. In addition, ACF operates the most comprehensive certification program for chefs in the United States, with the Certified Executive Chef®, Certified Sous Chef®, Certified Executive Pastry Chef® and Certified Culinary Educator® designations accredited by the National Commission for Certifying Agencies. ACF is home to ACF Culinary Team USA, the official representative for the United States in major international culinary competitions, and to the Chef & Child Foundation, founded in 1989 to promote proper nutrition in children and to combat childhood obesity. For more information, visit www.acfchefs.org. Find ACF on Facebook and on Twitter.



About Internationale Kochkunst Ausstellung Founded in 1896, the Internationale Kochkunst Ausstellung (IKA) International Culinary Art Competition, also known as the “culinary Olympics,” serves as a world-class venue for talented chefs from around the globe to showcase culinary skill and innovation. Similar to the traditional athletic Olympics, which brings together the best athletes from around the world, the IKA is the single most elite competitive culinary event. Every four years, professional teams from around the globe come together in Erfurt, Germany, to compete for gold, silver and bronze medals in several categories. The United States has participated in the Culinary Olympics since 1956. ###
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