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‘All Dressed up and no Place to Go?’ The Changing Roles of Mountain Rescue Teams in Searches for Missing People Dr Richard Yarwood Plymouth University, UK Dartmoor Search and Rescue Team, Plymouth



Formation of Mountain Rescue Teams • • • • • •



Informal parties 1933 Stretcher committee First Aid posts First team in Keswick 1946 Growth of leisure after 1949 1950 Mountain Rescue committee • Mountain Rescue England Wales



Professional Volunteers and Pets that Work •



The 1998 Human Rights Act



•



Police have a statutory obligation to ‘to respond effectively to all reports of missing persons to minimise the number of incidents that end in loss of life or harm to the missing person or others’ (ACPO, 2005, p. 100). Need for ‘professionalism’, audited skills and training



•



–



Article 2 of this Act that ensures ‘the right to life’.



– Network of local teams



Changes to Training •



•



‘the ACPO document tells us we need to do X, Y and Z. If we don’t do X,Y and Z and if something goes wrong there will be all sorts of legal action and we will get sued . . . Now unfortunately that document puts lines of responsibility in there telling us that police have got to do this and that (Interview with Police Officer) If they want to paddle a canoe around on a reservoir and say they have water rescue capability that’s fine by me, but putting them in a fast moving flooded area, I wouldn’t be happy with that. . . I would use them for paddling around a river but not where there is a risk to them because they are not trained emergency personnel’ (Interview with Police Officer)



•



•



Training is more important than even now as we/each team member needs to know exactly what the other team members are capable of – especially in view of the present litigation trend. We are more thorough to ensure that all probationers have our skills before securing full team members (Team 22) ‘Health and safety’ and ‘fit for purpose’ legislation has impacted on training requirements as has ‘duty of care’ requirements. Additionally as deployment by police has changed and our training has reflected this (Team 20)
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Resilience Planning
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•



•



‘the ACPO document tells us we need to do X, Y and Z. If we don’t do X,Y and Z and if something goes wrong there will be all sorts of legal action and we will get sued . . . Now unfortunately that document puts lines of responsibility in there telling us that police have got to do this and that (Interview with Police Officer) If they want to paddle a canoe around on a reservoir and say they have water rescue capability that’s fine by me, but putting them in a fast moving flooded area, I wouldn’t be happy with that. . . I would use them for paddling around a river but not where there is a risk to them because they are not trained emergency personnel’ (Interview with Police Officer)
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New Leisure Practices • Technologies



– ‘Mobile phones are the main thing, they enable people to contact other people to say that they are going to be late and that sort of thing’ – ‘people with mobiles now call MR out earlier rather than try and navigate themselves down’ – ‘The advent of the mobile phone often means we can talk direct to casualties/friends/informants. In extremes we can triangulate position of last people via mobile signal’



• GPS



– But more people getting lost (Feeny, 2007)



• Clothing



– ‘The Gore-tex/fleece phenomena’



DSRT (Plymouth) 2004-2011
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Non-Mountain Call Outs



• They are as good as gold they will go anywhere. They are transferring their skills and working on [the moor] and searching [the moor] into an urban environment. . . they will always come to any job we call them to, they will never question it (Interview with Police Officer)



Our people [the police] are not trained to go onto [the moor] in a blizzard for instance. I would never ever send my search team up on [the moor] in bad weather. I just wouldn’t do it because I would lose them, they would die then we would all be up the creak. I would happily send the [name of MRT] up there as they have the kit and they do it. And we wouldn’t lose them, we would lose coppers as we are not trained for that. They have got those skills that we haven’t got (Interview with Police Officer)



Some Call Outs • 16.29 Call out to Shaugh Bridge CP. Injured woman. Respond if attending. More details to follow • 16.34 Update to RV – meet at Cadover Bridge. Injured person 500m from Lower Cadworthy Farm • 16.55 Casualty evacuated by air ambulance. Stand down
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Some Call Outs • 01.44 DSRTP missing 14 year old. RV Sparkwell • 02:20 DSRTP misper found in location we would have searched. Stand down



• 15.14 DSRTP missing female 70yrs. Harford Moor Gate • 16.43 DSRTP misper found



All dressed up … • Need to MRTS to do more lowland training • Need for these skills to be recognised by emergency services • Research needed on lost and missing people trends, esp fluctuations in numbers • Role of MRTs in search process – Timings of call-outs



Yarwood, R (2012) One moor night emergencies, training and rural space. Area 44.1, 22-28 Yarwood, R. (2011) Voluntary sector geographies, intraorganisational difference, and the professionalisation of volunteering: a study of land search and rescue organisations in New Zealand. Environment and Planning C, 29, 457 – 472 Yarwood, R (2010) Risk, rescue and emergency services: The changing spatialities of Mountain Rescue Teams in England and Wales Geoforum 41, 257–270
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Changes to Training






'All Dressed up and no Place to Go?' ... something goes wrong there will be all sorts of legal ... 'Mobile phones are the main thing, they enable people to contact. 
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