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What is the Biblical reason and precedent for child dedication? In the Old Testament the people of God were called to dedicate every firstborn male to God (Exodus 13:2). In obedience to this, Joseph and Mary took Jesus to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord (Luke 2:22). Hannah, after many years of barrenness, prayed to the Lord and promised to dedicate her son to Him if He gave her one. God was gracious in answering her prayer, and she was faithful in dedicating Samuel to Him (1 Samuel 27-28). Throughout His public ministry, babies and children were brought to Jesus for Him to bless and pray for them (Matthew 19:13). Since God is both creator and sustainer of each child’s life (Psalm 127:3; Psalm 139), it is fitting for Christian parents to thank Him for the gift of each child while also committing to bring them up to love and follow Him. What is the difference between child dedication and infant baptism? Baptism is a personal act of obedience to the command of Jesus Christ, fulfilled by individuals who have subjected themselves to His sovereignty. It symbolizes spiritual cleansing through divine forgiveness and newness of life experienced by believers as they identify with Jesus Christ in His death and resurrection (Acts 2:38). We interpret the scriptures such that only professing believers in Christ qualify for baptism, so we limit baptism to those who are of an age to make an intelligent decision of faith. When children were brought to Jesus He held them, prayed for them and told us to welcome them. He did not baptize them, however, nor did he tell anyone else to do so. Child Dedication is not a sacrament; it does not impart salvation to a child. We believe that salvation comes only when one repents, trusts in Jesus’ death and resurrection, and entrusts their life to Him. Child Dedication is a celebration of parents’ choice to raise their child in the ways of Jesus and to partner with the Church in doing so. Once a child is old enough to understand and make this decision on their own, we celebrate and walk them through a process to prepare for baptism. This is why we dedicate children.



Why do others baptize infants? While Park’s stance on baptism is shared by many churches it is not the policy of all. Two commonly held, yet differing views include: • Roman Catholics, who believe that the act of baptism brings regeneration. • Some Protestant denominations, who see infants born of Christian parents as part of the covenant community of God’s people, equating infant baptism with the Old Testament rite of circumcision. What are we committing to as parents? Both the Old and New Testament impart responsibility onto parents in raising children to follow Jesus (Deuteronomy 6:4-9; Ephesians 6:1-4). This is a privilege and responsibility that we cannot afford to defer to others. Rather, Scripture calls us to make an intentional commitment to raise our children in a God-honoring way. What is required for our family to participate in Child Dedication? Our child dedication ceremony is for any parent who is in a transforming relationship with Jesus and is an active partner at a Park Neighborhood. In order to participate in child dedication at Park Community Church, we ask that parents participate in our Child Dedication Orientation Class for each child and submit all required dedication materials to our team. You will also need two prayer partners to stand with you during the ceremony and commit to praying regularly for your child. If you are not yet an active part of your Park Neighborhood community, we would love to help you get involved before you consider dedicating your child. Our goal is for you to have a biblical community to support you in your role as a parent. Please contact our Family Ministry Administrator Michelle Moroney, at [email protected] for more information. What is Park Community Church committing to in support of parents? The church commits itself to providing an environment in which you and your child will grow in Christ. We will partner with you in raising your child in a God-



honoring way by providing opportunities for you to learn and develop as a parent. We have many tools available to assist you in your role as a parent: Loop Kids, Loop Alive, Student Ministry, Mom’s groups, Men’s groups, family small groups as well as other parenting resources. Can our family members and friends be a part of our Child Dedication? Of course! We ask that you choose two Christian friends or family members who can make a long-term commitment to praying for your family. These two prayer partners will stand behind you during the ceremony to demonstrate their commitment to personally pray for you. We encourage you to invite as many family members and friends as you like to celebrate with you and your community!
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