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President Mark David Hall George Fox University [email protected]



Vice-President Kimberly Conger Colorado State University [email protected]



Treasurer Michael MacLeod George Fox University [email protected]



Christians in Political Science Newsletter Dear Friends and Colleagues, I know we are all busy this time of year, but I ask you to take a few minutes to look at the draft program for our May 29-31 meeting. The team at Azusa Pacific University has put together an absolutely wonderful conference.



CPS is pleased that the Center for Public Justice has agreed to hold its annual Kuyper lecture in conjunction with our meeting. This year’s speaker is Victor Boutros, a federal prosecutor with the Department of Justice who investigates and tries police misconduct, hate crimes, and international trafficking cases of nation significance. He is co-author of the national best seller, The Locust Effect: Why the End of Poverty Requires the End of Violence. As well, we are partnering with the American Enterprise Institute to bring Lawrence Mead of New York University to our conference. Mead, author of several influential books on welfare policy, will give a talk entitled “From Prophecy to Charity: How to Help the Poor.” In addition to three other plenary speakers – David L. Weeks, Andrew Busch, and Jean Schroedel – I am thrilled at this conference will include a record 80+ papers and presentation by scholars. We are offering panels on a range of topics that will be of interest to political scientists of all stripes. As much as I will enjoy the plenary speakers and panels, for me the highlight of these conferences is the wonderful fellowship with fellow Christian political scientists. And all for a cost of less than $200—including room and board. It is not too late to register, and I have it on good authority that if you need to be on the program in order to receive funding from your university that we can find a place for you as a discussant or panel chair. Don’t hesitate to contact Jennifer Walsh at [email protected] if you have any questions.



Communication Director Chris McHorney California Baptist University [email protected]



Sincerely, Mark David Hall President, Christians in Political Science CPS Member Update



Secretary Rouven Steeves U.S. Air Force Academy [email protected]



Brent Nelsen (Furman University) was appointed by President Barack Obama to the Board of Directors of the Corporation for Public Broadcasting (CPB). He was confirmed by the Senate in July 2013. Brent was appointed by South Carolina Governor Nikki Haley to chair the South Carolina Educational Television Commission in 2011.



Joel S. Fetzer and J. Christopher Soper. Confucianism, Democratization, and Human Rights in Taiwan. (Lexington Books, 2013). Since Max Weber, scholars have debated the complex relationship between Confucianism and liberal democracy. Weber argued that a certain strain of salvation religion, namely Calvinism, influenced its adherents to follow God’s calling and to recognize the moral inadequacy of the existing world. These ideas shaped personal behavior and facilitated the development of industrial capitalism and liberal democracy in Western Europe. In contrast, Confucianism rejected doctrines of salvation and sought to accommodate itself to the world. Consequently, it buttressed a stagnant establishment and did little to facilitate modernity in East Asia. The Weberian critique of Confucianism remained the conventional wisdom, until the late twentieth century. From the early 1960s to 1990s, the “Four Tigers” of Hong Kong, Singapore, South Korea and Taiwan, while strongly influenced by Confucian thought, developed into advanced, industrial economies. Moreover, South Korea and Taiwan developed full-fledged, constitutional democracies, with competitive elections and political turnovers (cf., Huntington 1991). Singapore also enjoys rule of law and free elections, albeit with one-party dominance. Under PRC (China) sovereignty since 1997, Hong Kong nonetheless claims a significant degree of local autonomy, individual freedoms, and competitive legislative elections. Since the 1980s and 1990s, China and Vietnam have also started on the road of economic, if not quite political, liberalization. The remarkable economic and political changes have fueled a more positive, reconsideration of the role of Confucian thought, such as by Daniel Bell, Hahm Chaibong and Wei-Ming Tu. Into this robust debate comes the valuable study by Joel Fetzer and Christopher Soper, professors of political science at Pepperdine University. Their primary focus is on Taiwan, but they also discuss South Korea and Singapore. They detail the histories of the three countries, and leading theories on the political liberalization of the former two nations, such as the rise of a middle class or the politics of interest groups. Building on Weber and later Robert Putnam, Fetzer and Soper stress the often-overlooked role of ideas and cultural traditions in shaping a country’s economy and politics. The authors argue that Confucianism, like many other religions, is malleable and open to different interpretations or emphases over time. The educational system in Taiwan emphasized different facets of Confucian thought during the authoritarian (pre-1987) and post-authoritarian eras. Analyzing Taiwanese survey data, Fetzer and Soper demonstrate that adherence to Confucian values does not have negative effect on attitudes to democracy or free speech, at least under a democratic regime. In 1995, adherence to Confucian values of family loyalty and social harmony did substantially undermine support for women’s rights; but by 2001, social harmony had only a slightly negative correlation, and family loyalty had a large, positive correlation, with gender equality. Intriguingly, the social harmony value is strongly correlated with respect for the rights of indigenous Taiwanese (minority) (pp. 42-43). Fetzer and Soper conclude that adherence to Confucian values correspond to holding authoritarian values under autocratic regimes, but not in democratic regimes such as post-1987 Taiwan. In a democratic regime, people identifying with Confucianism may actually be more favorable to liberal values such as women and minority rights. This may be intriguing as a humane, Confucian model approach to ethnic diversity. Industrialized Confucian societies (e.g., Taiwan, South Korea) are experiencing an influx of migrants from advanced and esp. developing countries (e.g., Indonesia, Vietnam). How to accommodate and assimilate newcomers is a key political question, and Confucian ideas and scholarship can provide some guidance (see Han 2007). Confucianism, Democratization, and Human Rights in Taiwan remains an excellent primer on Confucian thought and its contemporary relevance, especially in Taiwan. Highly recommended for all. References: Han, Kyung-Koo. 2007. “The Archaeology of the Ethnically Homogeneous Nation-State and Multiculturalism in Korea.” Korea Journal 47: 4 (winter), pp.8-31. Huntington, Samuel P. 1991. The Third W ave: Democratization in the Late Twentieth Century, Norman, OK: University of Oklahoma Press. Joseph Yi, Assistant Professor, Hanyang University



Regent University Assistant Professor of International Relations Regent University’s College of Arts and Sciences seeks candidates for a full-time, tenure-track Assistant Professor of International Relations position. The position is located at the Virginia Beach, VA campus. Qualified applicants must have an earned Ph.D. in Political Science or Government with an emphasis in International Relations, Comparative Politics or related discipline. Expectations include a dedication to Christ-centered teaching and learning, a record of or potential for scholarship, the ability to teach undergraduate level classes, and experience with online instructional technology. Other characteristics of a successful instructor include a personal relationship with Jesus Christ, an active an active commitment to Christian service, and a willingness to enthusiastically embrace the College and University Identity and Mission statements. Finally, applicants must subscribe to a statement of Christian faith. Appointment could begin August 2014. Applications accepted until the position is filled. Candidates should visit www.regent.edu/jobs_faculty to complete the online application. Please forward a cover letter and curriculum vitae to Dr. Donna Holcomb at [email protected]. Photocopies of 2 undergraduate and graduate transcripts showing degrees conferred must be submitted with application for consideration. Official transcripts are required at the time of employment.



Regent University Assistant Professor of American Government Regent University’s College of Arts & Sciences seeks candidates for a full-time, 9 month, tenure-track position in American Government at the level of assistant professor. Qualified applicants must have an earned doctorate in political science or government. Preferred candidates will have academic expertise in American politics and research methods. Expectations include a dedication to Christ-centered teaching and learning, a record of or potential for scholarship, the ability to teach undergraduate level classes, and experience with online instructional technology. Other characteristics of a successful instructor include a personal relationship with Jesus Christ, an active an active commitment to Christian service, and a willingness to enthusiastically embrace the College and University Identity and Mission statements. Finally, applicants must subscribe to a statement of Christian faith. Appointment may begin August 2014. Applications will be accepted until the position is filled. Qualified prospective employees will receive consideration without discrimination because of race, color, sex, age, national origin, or disability. Candidates should visit: http://www.regent.edu/admin/hr/job_opportunities.cfm to complete the online application. Please forward a cover letter and curriculum vitae to Dr. Donna Holcomb at [email protected]. Photocopies of undergraduate and graduate transcripts showing degrees conferred must be submitted with application for consideration. Official transcripts are required at the time of employment. The Institute for the Study of American Evangelicals (ISAE) at Wheaton College (IL) is offer ing a limited number of research travel grants in connection with studies that highlight the historic and contemporary racial and ethnic diversity of American Evangelicalism. Aimed at both doctoral students and currently-employed faculty, the grants are intended to defray travel, lodging, meal, and copying expenses for research in the upcoming 2014-2015 academic year. While the ISAE’s focus has traditionally been historical, these grants are intended to encourage good work that advances our understanding of the scope and shape of evangelicalism— applications from scholars in other disciplines such as sociology, anthropology, political science, economics, missiology, religious studies, and others are also encouraged to apply. A total of five (5) grants in the amount of $2,000 will be made to graduate students currently in the process of researching and writing their dissertations, as well as five (5) awards of $1,000 targeting faculty members in the process of researching areas relevant to this competition. The awards are made possible by a grant from the Henry Luce Foundation in connection with an earlier ISAE conference on "The Changing Face of Evangelicalism." All applications must be received by April 30th, 2014. For more detailed grant information and/or an application form, visit http:// www.wheaton.edu/ISAE/News, send an email to [email protected], or call 630-752-5437.
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