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CARMELITES OF MARY IMMACULATE CMI PRIOR GENERAL’S HOUSE CHAVARA HILLS, P.B.No. 3105, KAKKANAD P.O. Phone Personal



: 0091- 484-4070050, 4070016 : 0091- 484-4070000, 4070001



Office Fax



: 0091 -48-4070010 : 0091-484-4070011



10 January, 2013 REF: PG/125/ 2013 CIRCULAR NO. 31 Prior General’s Circular GENERAL PLENARY ASSEMBLY Dear Rev. Fathers and Brothers, In accordance with the Norms and Procedures of General Plenary Assembly, I, in consultation with the General Council, (GCM-100: Act841, dated 08 January 2013) hereby convoke the second General Plenary Assembly of the present general term. The assembly will be held on 8-12 April 2013 at Prior General’s House, Chavara Hills, Kakkanad. The list of the participants of the assembly is also published herewith. The plenary assembly is an occasion to collectively evaluate the implementation of the thrusts and decisions of the General Synaxis and to give proposals to the general council for more effective and fruitful implementation of the vision, decisions and action plan of the General Synaxis. Hence all participants are requested to come prepared with their objective observations and creative suggestions and proposals. The procedure and dynamics of the assembly will be according to the Norms and Procedures of the General Plenary Assembly (GC/290/2010 dated 11 January 2010). The programme schedule and timetable will be sent to the participants in due course.



2 Being the final General Plenary Assembly of the present general term we shall also have a general consultation on the theme, dynamics and procedure of the next General Synaxis of 2014. Your valuable reflections and suggestions are eagerly awaited. All our members are earnestly requested to pray for the successful celebration of the General Plenary Assembly so that our collective deliberations may contribute to the revitalization of our charism through our life and apostolate. Fraternally yours in the Lord,



Fr. Jose Panthaplamthottiyil CMI Prior General



Fr. George Thanchan CMI Secretary, General Council



3 DELEGATES OF GENERAL PLENARY ASSEMBLY 08 - 12 April 2013 Ex Officio Members 1. Fr. Jose Panthaplamthottiyil (Prior General) 2. Fr. George Thanchan (Vicar General) 3. Fr. Joseph Mattam (General Councillor for Finance) 4. Fr. Jose Kuriedath (General Councillor for Education) 5. Fr. Varghese Kokkadan (General Councillor for Social Apostolate) 6. Fr. Anto Pudussery (General Auditor) 7. Fr. James Thayyil (Provincial, St. Joseph Province, Trivandrum) 8. Fr. Josekutty Padinjarepeedika (Provincial, St. Joseph Province, Kottayam) 9. 10. 11. 12.



Fr. Sijan Unnukallel (Provincial, Carmel Province,Muvattupuzha) Fr. Alex Oruthayappilly (Provincial, Sacred Heart Province, Kochi) Fr. Paul Achandy (Provincial, Devamatha Province, Thrissur) Fr. John Panamthottathil (Provincial, St. Thomas Province, Kozhikode)



13. Fr. Antony Puthenangandy (Provincial, Preshitha Province, Coimbatore) 14. Fr. Joseph Rathappilly (Provincial, St. Paul Province, Mysore) 15. Fr. George Marattukalam (Provincial, Mary Matha Vice Province, Belampalli) 16. Fr. Johny Edappulavan (Provincial, Mar Thoma Province, Chanda) 17. Fr. Sebastian Alackapally (Provincial, Nirmal Province, Jagdalpur) 18. Fr. Anto Karokaran (Provincial, St. Paul Province, Bhopal) 19. Fr. Thomas Kolakuzhy (Provincial, St. Xavier Province, Rajkot) 20. Fr. Jose Kuzhichalil (Provincial, Blessed Chavara Vice Province, Bhavnagar) 21. Fr. Varghese Vithayathil (Provincial, St. John Province, Bijnor) 22. Fr. Justin Koipuram (Procurator General, Rome) 23. Fr. Paulson Thaliath (General Formation Coordinator)



4 24. 25. 26. 27. 28. 29. 30.



Fr. Thomas Aykara (Rector, Dharmaram College, Bangalore) Fr. Joseph Kollamparampil (Rector, Samanvaya, Bhopal) Fr. Thomas Muppathinchira (Rector, Darsana, Wardha) Fr. Peter Kochalunkal (Rector, Carmel Vidya Bhavan, Pune) Fr. Saju Chakkalackal (President, DVK, Bangalore) Fr. Thomas Mampra (Former Prior General) Fr. Antony Kariyil (Former Prior General)



Nominated Representatives of Provinces 31. 32. 33. 34. 35. 36. 37. 38. 39. 40. 41. 42. 43. 44. 45. 46. 47. 48. 49. 50. 51. 52. 53. 54.



Fr. Antony Edanad (St. Joseph Province, Trivandrum) Fr. Kuncheria Pathil (St. Joseph Province, Trivandrum) Fr. Alexander Paikada (St. Joseph Province, Kottayam) Fr. Abraham Vettiyankal (St. Joseph Province, Kottayam) Fr. Thomas Kadankavil (St. Joseph Province, Kottayam) Fr. Paul Parakattel (Carmel Province, Muvattupuzha) Fr. Simon Padinjarekkara (Carmel Province, Muvattupuzha) Fr. Cletus Plackal (Sacred Heart Province, Kochi) Fr. Augustine Thottakara (Sacred Heart Province, Kochi) Fr. Francis Kurissery (Devamatha Province, Thrissur) Fr. Jose Thekkan (Devamatha Province, Thrissur) Fr. Paul Kalluveettil (Devamatha Province, Thrisuur) Fr. Jose Edappadiyil (St. Thomas Province, Kozhikode) Fr. Thomas Vattakatt (St. Thomas Province, Kozhikode) Fr. Francis Kizhakumthala (Preshitha Province, Coimbatore) Fr. Antony Kalliath (Preshitha Province, Coimbatore) Fr. Antony Moolamattam (St. Paul Province, Mysore) Fr. Varghese Koluthara (St. Paul Province, Mysore) Fr. Joseph Manjaly (Mary Matha Vice Province, Belampalli) Fr. Antony Moozhikuzhy (Mary Matha Vice Province,Belampalli) Fr. Joy Puthussery (Mar Thoma Province, Chanda) Fr. James Kurissery (Mar Thoma Province, Chanda) Fr. Alexander Maramattam (Nirmal Province, Jagdalpur) Fr. Sunny Kaniyanadackal (Nirmal Province, Jagdalpur)



5 55. 56. 57. 58. 59.



Fr. Justin Akkara (St. Paul Province, Bhopal) Fr. James Muttickal (St. Paul Province, Bhopal) Fr. Davis Manjaly (St. Xavier Province, Rajkot) Fr. Jose Mangalamkunnel (St. Xavier Province, Rajkot) Fr. Emmanuel Kariyapurayidam (Blessed Chavara Vice Procinvce, Bhavnagar)



60. Fr. Jacob Marangatt (Blessed Chavara Vice Procinvce, Bhavnagar) 61. Fr. Thomas Kochumuttam (St. John Province, Bijnor) 62. Fr. Jose Padayatty (St. John Province, Bijnor) Other Nominated Members 63. Fr. Jose Kallely (Regional Superior, St. Thomas Region, Kenya-Madagascar) 64. 65. 66. 67.



Fr. Sojan Madathil (Cordinator, U.S.A. & Canada) Fr. Jossy Tharamarassery (Coordinator, Germany) Fr. Tomy Vandakunnel (Superior, Peru) Fr. Thomas Chathemparampil (Vice Chancellor, Christ University, Bangalore)



68. 69. 70. 71. 72.



Fr. Abraham Puthukulangara (Novice Master, Bhanpuri) Fr. Biju Kootaplackal (Novice Master, Neriamangalam) Fr. Devasia Ezholithakidiel (Aspirants’ Rector, Jamnagar) Fr. Renny John Malana (Aspirants’ Rector, Mysore) Bro. Antony Inchakkal (Representative of Brothers)
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CARMELITES OF MARY IMMACULATE CMI PRIOR GENERAL’S HOUSE CHAVARA HILLS, P.B.No. 3105, KAKKANAD P.O. Phone Personal



: 0091- 484-4070050, 4070016 : 0091- 484-4070000, 4070001



Office Fax



: 0091 -48-4070010 : 0091-484-4070011



11 January, 2010



REF: GC/290/2010 Circular 13 Prior General’s Circular



GENERAL PLENARY ASSEMBLY Dear and Rev. Fathers and Brothers, Loving greetings from the Prior General’s House, Chavara Hills, Kakkanad! General Synaxis XXXV (2002) had recommended to the Prior General to convoke a General Plenary Assembly in order to assess and follow up the implementation of the thrusts and decisions of the General Synaxis. And it directed the Prior General to prepare the norms of the Assembly in consultation with the General Council and the provincials. Accordingly, the ‘Norms and Procedures of the General Plenary Assembly’ had been promulgated by the Prior General on 5 March 2003 (Ref. PG/90/2003). These norms were followed in the convocation and celebration of two General Plenary assemblies in 2004 and 2007. The provinces too had followed these norms with necessary adaptations in the celebration of the Provincial Plenary Assemblies. In the light of the suggestions received for improving the procedures of the General Plenary Assembly, General Synaxis XXXVI (2008) authorized the General Council to revise the rules of the General Plenary



7 Assembly and promulgate them before the next General Plenary Assembly (GS 36; Resolution No. 78). Therefore, I, after consulting the Provincials and with the consent of the General Council (GCM-43: Act-280, dated 09 January 2010), hereby promulgate the revised Norms and Procedures of the General Plenary Assembly. These norms will come into effect from the date of its promulgation and will remain in force until they are further revised or revoked. These norms shall also be followed in the celebration of Provincial Plenary Assemblies with necessary adaptations. It is my hope and prayer that the General Plenary Assembly will facilitate better the follow up and implementation of the decisions made and the renewal process set in by the General Synaxis. Fraternally yours in the Lord,



Fr. Jose Panthaplamthottiyil CMI



Fr. George Thanchan CMI



Prior General



Secretary, General Council



8 NORMS AND PROCEDURES OF THE GENERAL PLENARY ASSEMBLY Art. 1 The Nature and Objectives of General Plenary Assembly (GPA) §1. The General Plenary Assembly (henceforth GPA) is a gathering of members from the entire Congregation representing the provinces and different areas of our religious life and apostolate. It reviews and evaluates the implementation of the main thrusts, decisions and action plans of the General Syanxis and gives suggestions and proposals to the General Council for the effective implementation of the General Synaxis (GS) decisions. §2. By its nature the GPA is an organ of consultation, with a consultative vote, unless it is expressly provided for otherwise. It is a forum for exchanging views and suggestions and offering advice to the general council for the effective implementation of the thrusts and policies of the general synaxis. §3.



The objectives of the GPA are: a)



to assist the Prior General and the General Council in governing and inspiring the Congregation;



b)



to encourage relations and communications between the General Curia and the Provinces, and among the Provinces themselves;



c)



to review and evaluate the implementation the decisions and action plans of the previous synaxis and to suggest new proposals for their effective implementation;



d)



to deliberate over ways and means of implementing thedecisions and proposals of the Prior Generaland the general departments.



§4. The general purpose of the GPA is: a)



to promote a closer union and greater cooperation between the General Council and all CMI provinces and houses;



9 b)



to see to it that accurate and direct information is supplied on matters and situations that bear upon the internal life of the congregation and upon the kind of action that should be carrying on in today’s world;



c)



to facilitate common vision and consensus of opinions, at least on essential matters of our religious life, apostolates and the course of action to be taken in the life of the congregation.



Art. 2 The Composition of GPA §1. Ex-Officio Members: 1. 2. 3. 4. 5. 6. 7.



General Council and Auditor General Provincials Procurator General Rectors of Major Study Houses DVK President General Formation Coordinator Former Prior Generals



§2. Nominated Members: The Prior General in consultation with the Provincials and the General Council nominates a)



a minimum of two members from each province and an additional member for every completed 100 members with active voice other than the first hundred members. This nomination shall be from a panel selected by the provincial synaxis/plenary assembly of each province.



b)



one brother-cooperator if at least one has not come through the general nomination.



c) special invitees to represent, if needed, different areas of our apostolate and foreign missions. §3. In choosing those who are to represent the provinces or the areas of apostolate, great attention should be paid not just to the general knowledge and wisdom of individuals, but also to their theoretical and practical knowledge of the matter which the GPA is to take up.



10 §4. At the conclusion of the session for which the GPA has been convoked, the persons making up the GPA lose their office by that very fact, and the same is true of any individual members who have had some special role or function. Art. 3 The Role of the Prior General §1. The GPA is directly under the authority of the Prior General, who has the right: 1º



to convoke the GPA as often as it seems to him opportune and to designate the place of the meeting;



2º



to establish the topics for discussion at an opportune time before the celebration of the assembly;



3º



to nominate its members, according to the norms of Article 2, and also to appoint the other members;



4º



to determine the agenda in consultation with the General Council;



5º



to preside over the Assembly in person or through others;



6º



to decide, with the consent of the general council, on the proposals expressed;



7º



to conclude, transfer, suspend and disband the Assembly.



Art. 4 Convocation of GPA §1. The GPA shall be convoked by the Prior General, in consultation with the General Council, at least once during a provincial term and whenever the Prior General deems it necessary. §2. The GPA shall have the duration of five days to make prayerful reflections on all areas of our life and apostolate, and to arrive at useful proposals to implement the thrusts and decisions of the previous synaxis. §3. The General Council shall function as the Steering Committee of the GPA. It is the duty of the General Council to make all necessary arrangements for the preparation and celebration of the GPA.



11 §4. The GPA is to have a General Secretary, with a suitable number of assistants, if needed, assigned to him Art. 5. The Celebration of GPA §1. The delegates of the GPA shall take their assignment as an occasion to personalize the spirit of the directives of the General Synaxis and to contribute to make the committed life of our brethren in the congregation more effective and fruitful. §2. All the delegates are required to be present until the work of the Assembly ends. No one can absent himself definitively, except for grave reasons, and then with the permission of the Prior General. §3. Besides the reflections and discussions on various topics, sufficient time shall be set apart for community prayer, liturgical celebration and sharing sessions so that the assembly may be an experience of our CMI fellowship and communion. Art. 6 The Dynamics of the Sessions §1. Three phases characterize the GPA’s working sessions: a) During the first phase, the reports of the implementation of the thrusts and decisions of the General Synaxis in the areas of our religious life, formation, evangelization and pastoral ministry, education and mass media, social apostolate, and financial administration will be presented by the respective general secretaries. The general auditor shall also give his observations and comments. Each report will be followed by responses by selected delegates on how they observe and assess the implementation of GS thrusts. This is done in view of facilitating an exchange of information which will contribute to provide a picture of the congregation’s actual situation. b) Similar reports shall be presented also by the Provincials and other representatives of the missions, specials areas of apostolates, formation etc. c) In the light of these presentations, the secretaries of the GPA formulate a series of points for discussion during the second



12 phase, in which all the members are divided into small discussion groups. The reports of each of these groups are read in the plenary session. At this time, the delegates are given the opportunity to pose questions and to make comments in order to clarify the points expressed. d) In the third phase, the secretaries with the help of a Drafting Committee formulate the suggestions and observations in a more precise and definite form, so that in the final days of the Assembly a vote can be taken on concrete propositions. The delegates’ initial work in the small groups could also include the composition of various propositions on the basis of the discussion in the groups. The propositions of the small groups are then taken by the General Secretary and combined into an Integrated List of Propositions which is presented by the General Secretary in the general session. The final list, however, is decided in plenary session, after which the proposals may be voted. §2. At the end of the Assembly, the General Secretary oversees the work of archiving the material and drafting the report on the work of the GPA for submission to the Prior General. Art.7. Implementation of GPA Proposals §1. After the conclusion of GPA the Prior General shall issue a Circular Letter to the whole congregation highlighting the fruits of the deliberations of the assembly and the practical guidelines and action plans approved by the General Council. §2. The provincial councils as well as the local communities shall incorporate into their action plan the guidelines given by the Prior General in the light of the GPA.



***********
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