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Civil Mentor Current Affair Summary 2014



KURUKSHETRA Agricultural Development According to ‘State of food & agriculture 2003’ of FAQ of UN – 12.5% of world population is undernourished. Agriculture in India    



Low productivity Technological deficit According to FAQ, India has 217 million of undernourished people. There is urgent need to embrace new technologies like biotechnology, nanotechnology, high-tech protected cultivation, modern irrigation methods to accelerate agri-production.



Biotechnology Its use can make food highly yielding and more robust to biotic stress. This could stabilize and increase food supplies, which is imp against background of increasing food demand, clime change & water scarcity. For instance, 







Cotton- genetically modified cotton commercialised in 2002, increased profitability of farmers and reduced use of chemical pesticides. Rice- Govt. has developed golden rice which are rice in B-carbonate thereby acting as a solution as 5000 children go blind every year because of deficiency of B-carbonate.







effective weed control, enhancing seed emergence using carbon nanotubes, delivery of agriculture chemicals, fieldsensing system to monitor the environment stress and crop conditions and improvement of plant traits against environmental stresses and diseases. Animal Husbandry- Improve feeding efficiency and nutrition of agricultural animals, minimising losses from animal diseases, and turning animal by-products and waste and environmental concerns into value-added products.



Protected cultivation Protected cultivation is a method by which production of horticultural crops is improved quantitatively and qualitatively. Faced by constraints of land holding, rapid urbanisation, declining crop production, declining biodiversity and ever increasing population, demand for food has increased manifold and protected cultivation has offered a new dimension to produce more in a limited area. For instance,







Poly-house – Poly-houses are used for rain water harvesting by which the rainwater falling on the roof of the poly-house is collected, thereby sufficient rainwater can be harvested, which is more than the annual demand.



Farm mechanization Nanotechnology 



Agriculture- Helps in promoting soil fertility & balanced crop nutrition, www.civilmentor.wordpress.com



India’s farming is less remunerative with a very high share of labour (55%) and lesser contribution to farm mechanization (40%), thereby leading farmer’s poverty. Page 2



Civil Mentor Current Affair Summary 2014 Farm mechanisation and use of modern gadgets, machines, equipments, tools is one of the most important factor for maximizing profitability. Smaller machines suitable for horticultural operations in the hills and mountains will also enhance operation effectiveness and farm income. Farm mechanization will help to enhance overall productivity and production with the lowest cost of production.



New ways of improving agriculture India ranks second worldwide in farm output. Problems of Agriculture 







Use of modern irrigation methods



Current agricultural practices are neither economically nor environmentally sustainable. Poorly maintained irrigation systems and almost universal lack of good extension services are among the factors responsible. Farmer’s access to markets is hampered by poor roads, rudimentary market infrastructure, and excessive regulation.



In India, around 78% water goes to agriculture sector rest shared out b/w drinking & industry.











Technological needs











Dry land farming should be main focus as more than 60% cultivated area is without irrigation. Need to adopt modern methods of irrigation like drip drinking & sprinkler irrigation. Modern irrigation methods will increase irrigation potential and optimal utilization of water resource.



For instance, Micro irrigation is advance techniques of irrigation will increase water use efficiency and crop productivity. Modernize technology transfer tools Technology transfer needs effective groups like Self Help Groups (SHG) and farmer club. Gram panchayats should become technology transfer hubs too the farmers. Internet and mobile phones are potential tools to impart knowledge on new developments, improved methods in the field of agriculture as well as useful in dissemination of weather data and agro climatic conditions. Eg- Krishi Vighyan Kendras (KVKs). www.civilmentor.wordpress.com















More efficient and sustainable use of increasingly scare land water and germplasm resources. New technologies are needed to push the yield frontier further, utilize inputs more efficiently and diversify to more sustainable and higher value cropping patterns. Technologies must not only be aimed at increasing farmer’s technical knowledge and understanding of science but also taking advantage of opportunities for full integration with indigenous knowledge.



12 most advanced agricultural technologies employed today: 1. Tractors on auto pilot 2. Swath control and variable rate technology 3. Your tractor is calling 4. Your cow is calling 5. Irrigate via smart phone 6. Sensing how your crop is feeling 7. Field documentation 8. Biotechnology Page 3



Civil Mentor Current Affair Summary 2014 9. 10. 11. 12.



Don’t forget to flush Ultrasounds and more for livestock There’s an app for that Smile for the camera



Agricultural development – policy dimension National policy on agriculture seeks to actualize the vast untapped growth potential of Indian agriculture, strengthen rural infrastructure to support faster agriculture development, promote value addition, accelerate the growth of agro business, create employment in rural areas, secure a fair standard of living for the families, discourage migration to urban areas and face the challenges arising out of economic liberalization and globalization. Features of new agricultural policy:       







Greater private sector participation through contract farming. Price protection for farmers. National agricultural insurance scheme to be launched. Dismantling of restrictions on movement of agricultural commodities. Rational utilization of water resources High priority to rural electrification. Setting up agro processing units and creation of off farm employment in rural areas. Exemption from payment of capital gains tax in compulsory acquisition of agricultural land.



Technologies to boast agricultural production The green revolution, blue revolution, yellow revolution and white revolution have been the important milestones in Indian agriculture.



www.civilmentor.wordpress.com



We are the leading producer of the milk in the world and he largest producer of pulses. More than sixty% of the population depends on the agricultural sector, yet the sector also carries the blot of farmer’s suicides high food inflation, the low yields, the climate threat and still presence of considerable population in the grip of below poverty line category. Different types of technology for agricultural development are: Resource conserving technologies They aim to produce more at less cost while at the same time enhancing the natural resource base and maintenance of soil quality in fairly good conditions  



 



Some of the resource conservation practices areas: Reduction of tillage and retention of adequate surface crop residues over the soil. Use of drip and sprinkler type of irrigation methods. The use of farm yard manure (FYM), compose, and bio fertilizers also reduce over dependence on the chemical intensive cultivation.



High yielding technologies The evolution of the green revolution is a success due to high yielding varieties of wheat and paddy. Post-harvest technologies A considerable proportion of our produce goes wasted in the absence of suitable post-harvest infrastructure. This can be avoided if suitable postharvest infrastructure is provided to the farmers. As most of the horticultural produce is perishable therefore immediate handling of the produce after harvest is necessary. Suitable post-harvest infrastructure in terms of cold storages, processing Page 4



Civil Mentor Current Affair Summary 2014 units, road networks in inaccessible areas, establishment of local regulated market at the panchayat levels can give a big boost to the agriculture sector bu promoting value addition and food processing. Climate resilient technologies In India agriculture is mostly in rainfed areas therefore climate resilient technologies are needed.



The recent on-going project ‘National initiative on climate resilient agriculture’ aims to enhance resilience of Indian agriculture to climate change and climate variability through strategic research and technology demonstrations in most vulnerable districts of India. The basic purpose is to enable the farmer to cope up with the climatic variability through efficient management of their resources.



Press Information Bureau (PIB) (From 1.June.2014 to 30.June.2014)



Awareness Programme Under Pensioner’s Portal The Department of Pension and Pensioners Welfare, Ministry of Personnel, Public Grievances and Pensions is implementing a web based mission mode project on pensions namely Pensioner’s Portal under the National e-Governance Plan. With a view to providing know how about the operational aspects of this portal and the grievances redressal mechanism in particular, the Department of Pensions is conducting Awareness Programme at different stations in the country. The basic objective of the project is to facilitate redressal of Pensioners’ Grievances as also to provide information and guidance to pensioners on various pension and retirement related matters. India and China to Enhance Bilateral Cooperation in the Field of Films, TV Serials & New-Age Media The delegations of both countries had extensive discussion on issues pertaining to the mutual exchange of products, services and knowledge in the field of Media and entertainment. Both sides agreed to identify a roadmap for enhancing bilateral cooperation. Major discussion points: 



Proposed a student exchange programme between the Film Institutes of both Countries











as a step for strengthening the cultural ties between the two Nations. Both sides also emphasized the need for increasing participation in International Book Fairs like Delhi Book Fair to enhance cooperation in the Publication sector. touched upon the issues related to the restriction of Indian films in Chinese Market. Both sides exchanged notes regarding the relevance of New Media in the domain of communications and stressed upon the need of a separate Joint Working Group on Films and related Sectors.



India Gets Elected to the Intergovernmental Committee for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage India has been elected (2nd time) for the next four years (2014-2018) to the Intergovernmental Committee for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage. The core functions of the Committee are to safeguard the Intangible Cultural Heritage (ICH), ensuring respect for the intangible cultural heritage of nations, groups and individuals, as also to raise awareness at the local, national and international levels of the importance of the Intangible Cultural Heritage. Assurance to Clear Bottlenecks of Food Processing Industry



Enhancing policy frameworks www.civilmentor.wordpress.com
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Civil Mentor Current Affair Summary 2014 PMO emphasised the need of major initiatives: 















1.



2.



3.



4. 



The input of intellectual think tanks should be substantially enhanced for better policy frameworks. Universities should be actively involved in research and analysis of the developmental process, to contribute in the best possible way for policy-related decisions. In infrastructure, the focus needs to shift from highways to "i-ways", and optical fibre networks. Three colours of the National Flag, to suggest revolutionary agendas of futuristic growth. 2nd Green revolution - focusing on increased agro-productivity, value addition, agro technology, and decentralization of warehousing. White revolution - focus on increasing milk productivity, and developing a support system for ensuring cattle health. Saffron revolution - that focuses on renewable energy sources such as solar energy, to meet India`s growing energy demand. Blue revolution - should focus on the fisheries sector, including ornamental fish. stressed on the need for water conservation, and emphasized the importance of microirrigation



MNRE Underlines Importance of Biomass Based Power Generation in the Country



Biomass based power generation plays a very important role among various renewable sources due to its high Plant Load Factor (PLF), affordable unit cost of generation, potential to provide large scale productive employment and the other economic benefits to farmers who are main producers of biomass. Despite so many inherent benefits, a number of biomass power projects have been facing problems due to:
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High cost of operation. Due to continuous rise in biomass prices. The revision of tariff for biomass based power by SERC’s has not kept pace with the increasing costs of biomass. Financial Institutions have displayed reluctance in financing biomass power projects, thereby posing problems for new investments in the sector. The Distribution Companies, who are key to the off take of biomass power, have also not been pro-active.



This Workshop has been organized by the Ministry to provide a platform for all the related stakeholders to get together, discuss and deliberate, and utilize the collective knowledge in addressing the concerns of the sector and to remove the barriers faced by the biomass sector to provide it the much required and necessary impetus. Important Highlights of Results of Civil Service Examination, 2013 (only for once reading) 















A total number of 7,76,565 candidates applied for this examination, out of which 3,23,949 candidates actually appeared and 14959 candidates were declared qualified for appearance in the Written (Main) Examination. 3003 candidates were shortlisted for the Personality Test which was conducted in AprilJune, 2014. Finally, 1122 candidates ( 861 males and 261 females ) including 30 are Physically Handicapped candidates ( 15 orthopedically challenged; 07 visually impaired and 08 hearing impaired ) have been recommended for appointment to the IAS, IFS, IPS and other Central Services against 1228 reported vacancies. Out of the top 25 candidates, 5 have made to the merit list in their first attempt, 11 in second attempt, 7 in third attempt, 2 in fourth attempt.



Launching Blood Donation Drive
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Civil Mentor Current Affair Summary 2014 At present against the demand for 12-13 million units of blood every year, we are collecting about 10 million units, he informed. The demand for blood in the country has been increasing due to surgeries, accidents and medical tourism, he stated. As many as 80,000 women die in the country due to want of safe blood during pregnancy. About 87 percent of pregnant women suffer from anaemia of which 13.5 percent suffer from acute anaemia which can be life threatening. If there were more safe blood banks in the country, the number of women dying during pregnancy due to loss of blood can be significantly reduced. The Department of AIDS Control will soon set up four Metro Blood Banks in the fours metro cities of Mumbai, Chennai, Kolkata and Delhi The Union Health Minister also unveiled the National Policy for Access to Plasma Derived Medicinal Products from Human Plasma for Clinical/ Therapeutic Use. The Policy aims at making available, easily accessible and adequate supply of high quality plasma derived proteins for clinical/therapeutic use. It aims to enable mobilization of excess plasma stocks from blood banks to the plasma fractionation units in order to obtain higher value products that can be made available for clinical and therapeutic use. Deendayal e-Riksha Scheme The objective of the scheme was to remove the practice of man pulling a man and luggage through manual rikshaw. According to the scheme, the drivers of these rickshaws should be their owners and they should be able to register their vehicles with the Municipal corporation with a fee of Rs.100/- and get an Identity Card. Loans for these vehicles may be given at an interest rate of 3% per annum. Deendayal e-Riksha scheme is aimed at benefitting two crore rikshaw pullers of the country. Nationwide Tree Plantation Drive Nationwide tree plantation drive and public awareness programme to save our rivers has been launched. www.civilmentor.wordpress.com



Massive tree plantation drive will strengthen our river banks and will reduce the chances of flood and soil erosion. Government to Bring a new Agriculture Insurance Scheme soon Need of a new agricultural insurance scheme: 











Present scheme is not proving much beneficial to the farmers while facing wrath of natural calamities. Non-utilisation of full allocation by states in respect of central schemes like the National Food Security Mission, National Agriculture Development Scheme, National MicroIrrigation Scheme and National Bamboo Mission. Underlining the importance of agricultural Universities in the agricultural development, , four ranges of Bihar- Munger, Gaya, Saran and Champaran- are not having Agriculture University and the state must take the appropriate steps to establish it.



Few initiatives by the government: 







Government is undertaking all adequate measures to provide irrigation to every field, marketing of agri-produce and enhancement of livestock quality Health of soil is necessary for the agricultural production and productivity and therefore ‘Soil Health card’ is being provided to the farmers.



New Policy to be Brought for Fast Growth of Fisheries Sector and Fishermen Welfare Need of new policy: 



Fisheries sector in providing livelihood to a large section of the population and also vast potential of fisheries in the country.







This sector is confronted with serious inadequacies of planning, funding and management despite being one of the most rapidly growing sectors of the global Page 7



Civil Mentor Current Affair Summary 2014 agricultural economy and despite being the only solution to the global availability of food fish. 



There are innumerable challenges to the growth of aquaculture species, ranging from availability of seeds and feed, environmental threats, disease risks, trade barriers etc.







Fish production by sustainable aquaculture is the key for ensuring food security and poverty alleviation. Aquaculture in India relies heavily on inland aquaculture of finfish



even though potential for mariculture production of finfish remains largely untapped. 



According to FAO estimates, the human consumption of fish is about 80% of the world’s fish production at per capita of 17.1 kilogram which is expected to rise considerably by the year 2030. Therefore, it is necessary that we need to collectively take measures for sustainable increase in fish production.



The Hindu Newspaper - Articles Lack of adequate sanitation facilities across India Ques. “Besides being a health hazard the lack of adequate sanitation facilities across India also poses a serious threat to the safety of women”, while critically analysing the given statement describe the prevailing hardships arising due to lack of adequate sanitation facilities. Enumerate the steps taken by the government. According to World Health Organisation (WHO), the lack of adequate toilet facilities has been a major health hazard in India while identified by the World Bank “More than 600 million people, over half of India’s population, defecate in the open”, which isone of the major contributors to malnutrition in India. The prevailing hardships arising due to lack of adequate sanitation facilities: 1. Highlighted by Amnesty International (India), The lack of toilets impacts the safety of women where girls are forced to practice open defecation, making them more vulnerable to violence. 2. The World Health Organisation observes that polluted water is the root cause of 80 per cent diseases, a result of inadequate sanitation and sewage disposal methods.



www.civilmentor.wordpress.com



3. Shortfall of 43 per cent toilet access to general public. 4. Only 30 per cent of the Indian population have access to safe and clean toilets. 5. According to 2011 Census of India, Nearly 12 per cent of urban households resort to OD and another 8 per cent use public or shared toilet facilities. The situation is far worse in smaller cities (population below 100,000), with OD rates around 22 per cent. 6. World Bank reported that children exposed to more faecal germs don’t grow as tall as children with less exposure. The steps taken by the government are: 1.



NIRMAL BHARAT – The Ministry of Drinking Water and Sanitation has formulated the Rural Sanitation and Hygiene Strategy for the period of 2012 to 2022. The main purpose of this strategy is to provide a framework to realize the vision of Nirmal Bharat, an environment that is clean and healthy.



2. TOTAL SANITATION CAMPAIGN (TSC) – A nationwide network of Rural Sanitary Marts and Production Centres, established with government fund, successfully encourages households to finance their own
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Civil Mentor Current Affair Summary 2014 toilets while giving financial incentives to the underprivileged. 3. NIRMAL GRAM PURASKAR – The main objectives of Nirmal Gram Puraskar are: i)To bring sanitation to the forefront of social and political discourse for development in rural India. ii)To develop open defecation free and clean villages that will act as models for others to emulate. iii)To give incentives to PRIs to sustain the initiatives taken by them to eliminate the practice of open defecation from their respective geographical area by way of full sanitation coverage. iv)To increase social mobilization in TSC implementation, by recognizing the catalytic role played by organizations in attaining universal sanitation coverage. 4. INFORMATION, EDUCATION AND COMMUNICATION (IEC) –Information, Education and Communication (IEC) is used to create awareness about hygiene and effect behavioural changes. The activities under this programme are area specific and involve all sections of the rural population. They are designed in such a manner that they encourage people to go for construction of latrines. 5. WORLD TOILET DAY – In 2001, the World Toilet Organization(WTO) declared 19th November as a World Toilet Day(WTD). The WTO created the WTD to raise global awareness of the struggle 2.6 billion face every day without access to proper and clean sanitation. The WTD also highlights the health, emotional and psychological consequences the poor endures as a result of inadequate sanitation. The WTD’s popularity is gaining momentum, and in 2010 there were 51 events on sanitation facilities spanning 19 countries. In-spite of such measures the lack of toilets poses a serious health hazard where States including Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Madhya Pradesh and Andhra Pradesh are among the worst offenders. Emphasising the www.civilmentor.wordpress.com



relative importance, father of the nation Mahatma Gandhi had once said, “Sanitation is more important than Independence.” A huge number of people even today relieve themselves in the open contaminating water bodies and other natural resources. This shows that people need to be educated on the importance of sanitation and its use in rural and urban areas alike. Inadequate sanitation facilities and lack of awareness often result in a number of health problems such as intestinal worms, most commonly the human roundworm and the human hookworms. The Central and State governments have now increased activities and funding to achieve the sanitation MDG (Millennium Development Goal) target. Water supply and sanitation is a State responsibility under the Constitution of India and following the 73rd and 74th Constitutional amendments, the States give the responsibility and powers to the Panchayati Raj Institutions (PRIs) and Urban Local Bodies (ULBs) to implement them.



State Reorganisation Act 2014 Ques. Write a short note on State Reorganisation Act 2014. http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/time-to-lookahead-now-governor/article6071049.ece Andhra Pradesh Reorganisation Act, 2014 commonly called Telangana Bill is an Act of Indian Parliament proclaiming the bifurcation of the Andhra Pradesh state into two states, Telangana and residuary Andhra Pradesh. The Act consists of all aspects of division of assets and liabilities, finalize the boundaries of the proposed new states and status of Hyderabad. The State Reorganisation Act 2014 provides: 1. The Boards shall be responsible for the administration, regulation and maintenance of the head works of the dams, reservoirs or head works of canals as notified by the GoI on Krishna and Godavari Rivers strictly to implement all the awards made by the Tribunals.
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Civil Mentor Current Affair Summary 2014 2. The Boards shall be responsible for making an appraisal of proposal for construction of new projects on Krishna and Godavari rivers and give technical clearance. 3. The Governor shall have special responsibility to the security of life, liberty and property of all those who reside in the common capital of Hyderabad. The Governor’s responsibility shall extend to matters such as law and order, internal security and safety of all vital installations in the discharge of these functions. This transitory provision shall cease to be have effect after such period not exceeding 10 years. 4. The Bill provides for creation of separate cadres of All Indian services in respect of the two states from the appointed day, Advisory Committee(s) would be constituted to ensure fair and equitable treatment of all employees. 5. The GoI shall help the successor states of Telangana and AP in raising additional police forces for maintenance of public order and shall also deploy one additional unit of the force in Hyderabad for a period of five years. 6. The Greyhound training centre in Hyderabad shall function as common training centre for the successor states for three years. In this period of three years, the GoI shall assist the successor state of AP in setting up a similar training centre for Greyhounds. The existing Greyhound and OCTOPUS forces shall be distributed between the two states. 7. Of the total equity of Singareni Collieries Company Limited, 51 per cent shall be with Government of Telangana and 49 per cent with Government of India. Existing coal linkages of SCCL shall continue without any change. New linkages shall be allotted to the successor States as per the new coal distribution policy by Government of India. 8. Allocation of natural gas will continue to be done as per the policies and guidelines issued by the GoI. The royalties payable on domestic onshore production of oil and gas shall accrue www.civilmentor.wordpress.com



to the state in which such production takes place. Allocation of power from Central generating stations shall be allocated to the successor states in the ratio of the average of the actual energy consumption of last five years of the relevant Discoms. For a period of 10 years, the successor state that has a deficit of electricity shall have the first right of refusal for the purchase of surplus power from the other state.



Urban garbage management crisis in India Describe the prevailing urban garbage management crisis in India. What steps should be taken to overcome the crises. http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/anothergarbage-crisis-looms/article6073388.ece India is in the transition towards better waste management but currently have insufficient collection and improper disposal of wastes. Disposal of wastes is commonly done by dumping (on land or into water bodies), incineration or long term storage in a secured facility. All these methods have varying degrees of negative environmental impacts with adverse environmental and health risks if wastes are improperly disposed or stored. Prevailing urban garbage management crisis are: 1. Insufficient collection and improper disposal of wastes, eg – The city of Bangalore generates around 4,000 tonnes of garbage, of which around 1,800 tonnes is sent to the landfills in Mandur which is a threat to communities living nearby. 2. Absence of concrete plans for proper disposal of urban wastes. 3. Unnecessary delay in the completion and implementation of projects initiated for urban garbage management. Steps to be taken to overcome the crisis:
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Civil Mentor Current Affair Summary 2014 1. Waste management must be emphasized and be linked to the creation of jobs, poverty alleviation and community participation. 2. National policies should promote efficiency in the use of resources, emphasizing waste prevention and the productive use of wastes. 3. Rural-urban alliance for food-nutrient exchange – Soil degradation and decline in soil organic carbon and soil fertility are widespread. The use of recycled organic products can help to counter this and at the same time reduce accumulation of organics in the city. The ruralurban alliance means that separated organic fraction from garbage and their organic carbon and nutrients can be recycled into agricultural products that are ultimately return to cities again. 4. Alternatives to landfilling. 5. Consumer and human lifestyles – “Customer service” marketing strategy will also foster change in lifestyles. Clear government policies and competent bureaucracies for management of solid wastes are needed urgently. Services and programmes that include proper waste disposal for management of hazardous biological and chemical wastes, minimization and recycling are necessary to deal with the prevailing urban garbage management crisis in India



High consumption of tobacco in India Critically analyse the prevailing high consumption of tobacco among youngsters in India. Describe its consequences? What steps have been taken by the govt. of India to reduce its consumption. http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tpopinion/a-huge-health-burden/article6080223.ece



India is the second largest consumer of tobacco products in the world. That over 27 per cent of tobacco consumers in India fall in the 15-24 year age www.civilmentor.wordpress.com



bracket. Besides the high levels of mortality and morbidity, there is a huge economic cost involved in treating people with diseases caused directly or indirectly by tobacco use. Consequences are: 1. A study of healthcare costs by Tobacco in India estimated that in 2004, the direct medical costs of treating smokeless tobacco-related diseases in the country amounted to $285 million. 2. Tobacco is responsible for cancer of various parts of body like mouth, throat, lungs, stomach, kidney, bladder etc. Tobacco leads to Heart and blood vessel disease, Heart Attack, Chest Pain, sudden Cardiac Death , stroke (Brain Attack), peripheral Vascular Disease. 3. The out-of-pocket expenditure on medical treatment arising due to consumption of tobacco results in “higher poverty rates”. Steps taken by the govt. of India to reduce its consumption: 1. India has signed up global treaty on tobacco control and having numerous anti-tobacco and smoke-free laws. 2. Higher taxes on cigarettes and tobacco products thereby discouraging the consumption of tobacco. 3. Recently, India is following the guidelines of International union against tuberculosis and lung disease to reduce tobacco consumptions. According to ITCP report, while India has been a regional leader in enacting tobacco control legislation over the past 10 years, the laws are poorly enforced, regulations covering smoke-free zones are patchy, and tobacco remains relatively cheap. The Central government should considers health to be one of the priority areas and simultaneously implement multiple strategies to prevent people, particularly children as young as 15 years, from getting addicted to nicotine and help the existing users to quit smoking and/or chewing tobacco. Page 11



Civil Mentor Current Affair Summary 2014 India-Bangladesh trans-border issues



• Establishment of madrasas particularly in the border areas, that has become the recruiting place for the terrorist outfits.



Critically analyse India-Bangladesh trans-border issues.



Security measures call for appropriate force structures and procedures to deal with the entry of illegal immigrants, terrorists and contraband goods. In addition, there is a need to establish closer relation with the border population to protect them from subversive propaganda. It is also important to prevent unauthorised settlements along the borders and initiate special development programmes. Promoting the concept of Village Voluntary Forces (VVF) in the border districts and facilitating legitimate trade between the two countries will aid sound border security and border management. Additionally, information networking, coordination and joint patrolling, and strict criminal investigations against the offender will secure the borders of unlawful activities. Finally endorsing regional cooperation which will include economic collaboration, diplomatic alliances and military-tomilitary confidence building measures; friendly relations with the neighbouring countries and information sharing can provide a sound border security and border management.



http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tpnational/major-arms-haul-on-bangladeshborder/article6080261.ece The Bangladesh-India border relation is multidimensional, and shaped by the dynamics and pattern of internal politics of the two countries. The border problem is not confined to the issue of demarcation. It also involves issues such as crossborder smuggling, terrorist activities, border fencing, human trafficking, and illegal immigration. Above all, there is the issue of the killing of Bangladeshi people. India’s nation building challenges and internal security are linked with border security and border management. The major security concerns of India in the context of the Bangladesh border are: • Trans-border terrorism and movement of insurgents particularly in the light of the 2008 terrorist attacks on the major cities of India involving one common point of having its base in Bangladesh.



INS Arihant Write a short note on: INS Arihant



• Illegal migration that has changed the demography of the north-east and is one of the main causes for the rise of rebel groups in that area.



http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tpnational/arihant-propels-india-to-eliteclub/article6080258.ece



• Emergence of non-state actors like terrorist organisations, religious groups and illegal immigrant groups.



INS Arihant is the lead ship of India’s Arihant-class of nuclear-powered ballistic missile submarines. The INS Arihant is to be the first of the expected five in the class of submarines designed and constructed as a part of the Indian Navy’s secretive Advanced Technology Vessel (ATV) project.



• Nexus between arms and narcotics smugglers as Bangladesh has close proximity to the ‘Golden Triangle’. Most weapons of the rebel groups of northeast India, including AK-47 and AK-56 assault rifles, mortars, 40 mm rocket launchers, pistols, revolvers and grenades are bought from Cox’s Bazar in Bangladesh and come through Bhutan, Myanmar, Thailand and Cambodia via the land and sea route. • Separatist movement aided and abetted by Bangladeshis.
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Features: 1. The 6,000 tonne vessel, 111-metre bulk powered by an 83-megawatt uranium reactor. 2.



The submarine is capable of lurking effectively undetectable at depth almost indefinitely.
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Civil Mentor Current Affair Summary 2014 3. The completion of the INS Arihant will make India one of six countries in the world with the ability to design, build, and operate its own nuclear submarines. 4. Arihant has four vertical launch tubes, which can carry twelve (three per launch tube) smaller K-15 missiles or four larger K-4 missiles. The K-4 has a longer range of 3,500 kilometres and has commenced trials.



Issue of road safety in India “Road safety has been a victim of India’s policy paralysis since 2001” while critically analysing the given statement, describe the limitations of prevailing road safety measures in India. What measure should be taken by the govt. of India to overcome the issue of road safety?



will not solve the current situation on Indian roads.” 



Officials in-charge of road safety are almost never held accountable.







Road design continues to be dangerous.







Indian laws around road safety remain deficient and poorly enforced.



Measure to be taken: 



Urgent need to actualise the five pillars on which the goals of the ongoing UN Decade of Action for Road Safety are based: road safety management; safer roads and mobility; safer vehicles; safer road users; and better post-crash response.







The government must ban TV commercials by automobile companies and others that show dangerous driving. Youngsters are very likely to imitate them, causing accidents.







Regulations need to be in place while issuing driving licences. Obsolete vehicles must be phased out.







There must be regular tests for all users on reading road safety signs.







Measures to discourage black vehicles, since they are more likely to be involved in accidents because of their low visibility.







Yellow or bright colour should be promoted for container lorries, auto rickshaws and bicycles so that they are more visible.







Suggested an expert, the use of bright coloured dress and uniform for school children since over 10 crore children walk on roads without footpaths, mostly unaccompanied by parents or care takers.



http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Delhi/roadsafety-has-been-a-victim-of-indias-policyparalysis/article6081025.ece?homepage=true http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Kochi/expertsuggests-measures-to-ensure-roadsafety/article6074615.ece



India has been witnessing the rising fatalities of road accident since a decade. Every four minutes a life is lost in a road accident in India with 1,40,000 deaths recorded in 2012 alone. The World Health Organization 2013 Global Status Report on Road Safety indicates rising trend in road accidents – rising from 8 deaths per lakh of population to nearly 12 in 2010. Limitations of prevailing road safety measures in India: 



The sole statute governing road safety in India, the Motor Vehicles Act-1988 (MVA), has proved ineffective in addressing any of these issues decisively.







Absence of law for pedestrians.







Motor Vehicles (Amendment) Bill, 2012, is archaic and contains recommendations which
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The Global status report on road safety 2013 estimates that more than 231 000 people are killed in road traffic crashes in India every year. Approximately half of all deaths on the country’s roads are among vulnerable road users – motorcyclists, pedestrians and cyclists. A heterogeneous traffic mix that includes high-speed Page 13



Civil Mentor Current Affair Summary 2014 vehicles sharing the road space with vulnerable road users as well as unsafe road infrastructure and vehicles that are in poor condition all contribute to the high fatality rates seen on India’s roads. India is one of the countries included in the Bloomberg Philanthropies Global Road Safety Programme, yet there is a dire need to draw attention to the critical issue of road safety.



Issue of gaps in collection of national statistics Describe the functions of ministry of statistics. Critically analyse how the serious gaps in collection of national statistic is affecting the economic planning. http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/a-ministrythat-fell-off-policy-map/article6087471.ece



The Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation attaches considerable importance to coverage and quality aspects of statistics released in the country. The statistics released are based on administrative sources, surveys and censuses conducted by the Centre and State Governments and non-official sources and studies. The surveys conducted by the Ministry are based on scientific sampling methods. The Ministry has two wings, one relating to Statistics and the other Programme Implementation.



consumption of fixed capital, as also the state level gross capital formation of supra-regional sectors and prepares comparable estimates of State Domestic Product (SDP) at current prices. (iv) Conducts large scale all-India sample surveys for creating the database needed for studying the impact of specific problems for the benefit of different population groups in diverse socio-economic areas, such as employment, consumer expenditure, housing conditions and environment, literacy levels, health, nutrition, family welfare, etc. (v) Monitoring of the Twenty Point Programme (TPP). Lack of real time data is impacting policy making in the following ways: 



Genuine employment data not available – NSSO does a five yearly survey, which is used for GDP purposes for intervening years between two sampling periods. Therefore , planners have to extrapolate old data.







Overstated poverty level – India is trying to redesign its poverty line, govt. believes India has consistently overstated poverty level due to faulty data.







Improper GDP estimation – Over 34 months, the GDP estimate for the year is revised four times, fluctuations are seen when survey of industries data replace the index of industrial production quick estimates.







Delay in labour & manufacturing policy making – Labour policy & manufacturing policy needs data on unit labour costs, capacity utilisation of capital, etc, which is causing delay in proper implementation of these policies.







Whole sale price index – Not a genuine produces price index is available as it excludes services sectors therefore cannot be used make GDP comparable.



Major functions are:(i) Acts as the nodal agency for planned development of the statistical system in the country, lays down and maintains norms and standards in the field of statistics, involving concepts and definitions, methodology of data collection, processing of data and dissemination of results. (ii) Coordinates the statistical work in respect of the Ministries/Departments of the Government of India and State Statistical Bureaus (SSBs) (iii) Prepares national accounts as well as publishes annual estimates of national product, government and private consumption expenditure, capital formation, savings, estimates of capital stock and www.civilmentor.wordpress.com



Economic crisis in India . Ques. “The problems of the economy stem from macroeconomic imbalances and corruption and unless they are addressed, the economy will not recover. The Page 14



Civil Mentor Current Affair Summary 2014 need today is not only for decisive leadership but also for a new, holistic macroeconomic approach” while analyzing the given statement critically examine the prevailing economic crisis and measures to be taken to boost economy of India. http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/tacklingindias-economicheadwinds/article6090103.ece?homepage=true http://www.thehindu.com/business/Economy/indiainc-looks-for-conducive-tax-environment-boldreforms/article6090002.ece



A high rate of inflation that persists, declining growth, inadequate employment generation, fiscal deficit, current account deficit (CAD) and corruption all contributed to the slow economic growth in India. The economy’s rate of growth has declined every quarter since the end of 2010-11, i.e., for the last 12 quarters. The industrial sector has shown negative or near zero rates of growth. The services sector, the engine of growth for the economy, has experienced declining rates of growth. So has agriculture. In turn, this has led to sluggish employment generation. The problem has been compounded by the capital intensive nature of current investment which uses less labour and more capital, so that even when output rises, employment hardly grows. Most are forced to work in the informal sector at low wages which when coupled with high persisting inflation, causes economic distress and political unrest. Measures to be taken to boost economy are: 1. Lowering of tax rates, easing of gold import curbs, clarity on retrospective tax law amendment and early roll out of the Goods and Services Tax (GST) and the Direct Taxes Code (DTC). 2. The government should make earnest efforts to move away from the aggressive revenue approach and provide a genuine nonadversarial and conducive tax environment.
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3. An amendment to the Income Tax Act, which would promulgate the reversal of retrospective amendment and make all taxation prospective. 4. A simple, transparent and non-adversarial tax regime bereft of complexities and ambiguities would go a long way to strengthen business sentiment and restore faith of foreign investors in the India growth story. 5. High on the government’s priorities should be to adhere to the path of fiscal consolidation while not compromising on the quality of adjustment. Because of the slowdown in the economy, tax revenue increase has suffered. That is why the fiscal deficit has tended to increase. To keep it in check, the Plan size has been curtailed. But that sets up a vicious negative cycle. As the economy slows down, the threat of a downgrade by credit rating agencies increases, revenues of the government rise less and the deficit tends to rise, both of which lead to a loss of confidence and a further slowdown. Domestic investment — public and private — needs to be revived. Large investment is going to remain hamstrung by environmental and other clearances and difficulties in acquisition of land unless laws are changed but that would take time. Transparency in business decisions is needed to revive investment, which also needs time. So, the only thing that can be done soon is to increase public investment, especially in rural areas where infrastructure is woefully inadequate. Schools, dispensaries, roads, telecom, water, small irrigation and so on are needed urgently in rural India. This has the potential to create lots of jobs unlike the big investments and would be much less expensive than in urban areas because land is less expensive. Thus, it would benefit many more people and slow down the expensive and environmentally damaging urbanisation currently taking place. But this requires efficient governance.



Failure of Completely open defecation free states Page 15



Civil Mentor Current Affair Summary 2014 Ques.“The official sanitation policy has been uniquely focussed on building toilets. But the connection between good health and using toilets has not yet been made”, While critically analysing the given statement describe the factors which resulted in the failure of accomplishment of “Completely open defecation free states”, a goal of the government. What measures should be taken to resolve the issue? http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/the-battlefor-toilets-andminds/article6095021.ece?homepage=true According to 2011 census, 70 per cent of rural households do not have a toilet, whereas a substantial portion of households with access to toilets are not using them. Sanitation Quality Use Access and Trends (SQUAT) survey in 13 districts of the five States of Haryana, Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh and Bihar and found that a full 40 per cent of households in the sample that had a latrine had at least one person who was still defecating in the open. This number was the highest for Rajasthan (57 per cent) and the lowest for Haryana (35 per cent). In all over, a quarter of men with a toilet and 17 per cent of women with a toilet defecated in the open. Factors: 



According to the survey, “pleasure, comfort, and convenience” are the reasons for 74% of those who has a toilet but defecates in the open.







Habit and tradition – 14 per cent of those who has a toilet but defecates in the open, It is because of “habit, tradition, and because they have always done so.











Improper implementation of Nirmal Bharat Abhiyaan (NBA) scheme – India’s sanitation problem has been diagnosed as a lack of access to toilets. Inadequate analysis of behaviour change among rural communities – Just building toilets without focussing on behaviour change is not going to be enough. Lack of money to build a toilet is not the only thing that is holding rural households back from building
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toilets, large parts of the population do not seem to have as yet made the association between good health and using toilets. 



Households do not consider building a toilet a priority until they had built themselves a bigger and better house and taken care of other expenses. Less than half of all households in the survey which did not have a toilet believed that children would be a lot healthier in a village where no one defecated in the open.



Measures to be taken: 



Proper implementation of Nirmal Bharat Abhiyaan (NBA) scheme.







Complete analysis of behaviour change of rural community in context to sanitation and health.







Providing adequate knowledge and education to build up the connection between good health and using toilets among the people and the children.







Reducing poverty and providing adequate funds to poverty stricken to enable them to build a toilet in their houses.



Undoubtedly, the majority of people who defecate in the open are not doing it for pleasure; in the survey, of the persons defecating in the open, 86 per cent did not have toilets. However, the findings also show that just building toilets without focussing on behaviour change is not going to be enough, the researchers say. People throughout India and around the world are watching optimistically to achieve the goal of eliminating open defecation, but to succeed the government will have to focus on behaviour change — not construction — and commit to learning and tinkering with new behavioural solutions.



Indo-Sri Lanka Palk Bay conflict Ques. Throw the light on the Palk bay Conflict between India and Sri Lanka. What measure should be taken to resolve the issue?
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The Palk Bay region, separates the coastal regions of Tamil Nadu from northern parts of Sri Lanka. Fishing conﬂicts in the Indo-Sri Lankan waters in the Palk Bay have worsened leading to arrest, detention and even death of Indian fishermen. The indiscriminate expansion of ﬁshing capacity in the Indian waters is the root of the problem. The rich fishing waters, especially lucrative on the Sri Lanka side of the maritime boundary, became a bone of contention between Tamil Nadu fishermen and the Sri Lanka Navy during the years of the ethnic conflict. With the declaration of a ceasefire between the Sri Lanka Government and the Tamil Tigers, a new dimension has been added to the problem. Sri Lankan fishermen have resumed fishing operations; however, they find poaching by Indian trawlers into Sri Lanka waters to be a major hindrance to their livelihood. The irony of fisheries in the Palk Strait is that while the trawling ground is limited, trawlers are unlimited. Sri Lankan Navy personnel have on occasion fired at and killed Indian fishermen for fishing in the narrow Palk Strait. Sri Lanka has also arrested several Indian fishermen for crossing the IMBL. The Indian fishermen, the majority of whom are ethnically Tamil, largely allege that the areas in which they conduct their fishing activities should not be a major issue given that Tamil fishermen have traditionally operated in these areas. One of the main issue is that the Indian trawlers employ large nets that sweep the ocean floor, trapping not only non-target organisms, but also a lot of young fish too. This affects the breeding cycle, and has led to the depletion of marine resources in Indian seas. Sri www.civilmentor.wordpress.com



Lankan fishermen now fear the same depletion will occur in their waters if trawling continues. Of the nearly two lakh people, a fifth of the Northern Province’s population — who depend on fisheries for their income, fishermen like him living in Mannar and Jaffna are among the worst-hit by the Indian trawlers. Mannar alone has nearly 40,000 people whose lives are tied to fishing activity along its 163 km long-coastline. Compounding the issue are a few local fishermen engaging in banned fishing methods, including bottomtrawling, citing the Indian trawlers as the reason. With these challenges looming large, small-scale fishermen who own plastic boats are severely affected. According to the president of Federation of Mannar District Fishermen Associations, Many of the fishermen have lost their nets while some have mortgaged their assets to cope with the crisis, having nothing more to lose. Measure: 



The goal of the current process is to work out an agreement that reduces the use of force against Indian fishermen straying near or into Sri Lankan waters, and streamlining judicial procedures so that Sri Lanka can respond to fishing violations by Indian fishermen in a manner agreeable to the government of Tamil Nadu.







The Joint Working Group on the fishing issue should be composed of central government officials from both countries and individuals representing the fishermen’s interest.







Govt. of Tamil Nadu should initiate certain policies so as to ensure, foster and protect the interest of Tamil fishermen without depriving the livelihood of Sri Lankan fishermen.







Strong and robust diplomatic response is needed, considering that Tamil Nadu has to necessarily think of deep sea fishing in its pursuit of a long-term solution to the Palk Bay Crisis.



The issue of fishermen from India and Sri Lanka crossing the international maritime boundary has led to a conflict between fishermen of both countries. The trawlers pose a serious threat to marine resources and in the long run, it would affect not just fishermen of Page 17



Civil Mentor Current Affair Summary 2014 northern Sri Lanka, but all fishermen in the region, therefore the issue needs an urgent solution by the govt. of both the countries.



affecting the Himalayan ice cover. This will have a profound impact on the river. Consequences: 



With agricultural activities intensifying in areas near the river, particularly in urban and periurban areas, farmers frequently rely on waste water for irrigation. This poses a serious public health risk.







Deteriorating water quality in the Ganga — due to domestic, industrial and agricultural effluents — is also a major threat to riverine ecosystems and to people whose livelihoods depend on water.



Water pollution in India Ques. “The task of reducing the pollution load of the Ganga is daunting, but the clamour for a cleaner river has gained momentum in recent times” while analysing the given statement describe the causes of increasing pollution of India’ water bodies. What are its consequences? Critically examine what measures are needed to address the pollution problem. http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/cleaningthe-ganga-step-bystep/article6105068.ece?homepage=true Water Pollution is the presence of harmful and objectionable material in water in sufficient concentrations to make it unfit for use. Water contamination weakens or destroys natural ecosystems that support human health, food production and biodiversity. India’s 14 major, 55 minor and several hundred small rivers receive millions of litres of sewage, industrial and agricultural wastes. Presently, only about 10 per cent of the waste water generated is treated; the rest is discharged as it is into our water bodies.



Measures: 



Ganga being a complex trans-boundary basin, needs a basin-scale approach. This would require close coordination with all the countries sharing the Ganga, such as Nepal and Bangladesh, so that the interests of both upstream and downstream users are taken into consideration. The existing treaties on “sharing water resources” could be renegotiated as “shared management of water resources.







Low cost, simple ecological sanitation and reuse systems in context to agricultural waste may be few of the measure for making waste water treatment feasible for agricultural purposes.







Innovative methods for maintaining environmental flows and the quality of water during environmentally critical periods, along with procedures for implementing these methods, need to be investigated.







Application of remote sensing and hydrological modelling has helped in developing high-quality flood maps, which are useful for developing plans for river conservation, maintaining the quality of water in different stretches and, more importantly, reducing the vulnerabilities of the affected communities.



Causes: 



Untreated sewage and industrial waste are dumped into the waters without remorse.







Reduced flow and rampant underground water withdrawals affect millions of people who depend on the river’s water.







Further, floods and droughts, which endanger lives and cause serious damage to crops, livestock and infrastructure, are a common phenomenon in the river basin.







The combination of glacial retreat, decreasing ice mass, early snowmelt and increased winter stream flow adds to the pressure. There is a clear evidence that climate change is already
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Innovative approaches such as underground taming of floods for irrigation and aquifer management could offer solutions to the flood problem. These approaches essentially involve storing floodwaters in underground structures in upstream areas. This will help prevent floods and help maintain water availability even during dry seasons.



Recent initiatives by the Indian government such as including ‘River Development’ and ‘Ganga Rejuvenation’ to the portfolio of the Minister of Water Resources, and the establishment of the National Ganga River Basin Authority and the National Mission for Clean Ganga, show a commitment to address some of these pressing concerns with special attention given to pollution control. In recent times, the clamour for a cleaner Ganga has gained momentum. Although huge progress is being made, the need of the hour is to widen our focus. Negotiations on economic revitalisation of the Ganga should involve India, Nepal and Bangladesh. This task in itself is of mammoth proportions. However, by taking small steps, we can still reduce the pollution load and restore the river to the people.



in 2007 to 11% in 2011 is one reason why GDP growth has slumped to 5%, the lowest level for a decade. In 2012 India has ranked 94th out of 176 countries in Transparency International’s Corruption Perceptions Index. Causes: 



Lack of ethical qualities and morality among administrators and politicans, illiteracy among people, poor economic infrastructure – all these are corruption to tighten grip over the people.







Complex laws and procedures to eliminate corruption discourage the people for taking steps against corruption.







Nexus between bureaucracrats, Politician and criminals is the main cause of corruption.







Excessive regulations, complicated taxes and licensing systems, numerous government departments each with opaque bureaucracy and discretionary powers.







Monopoly by government controlled institutions on certain goods and services delivery, and the lack of transparent laws and processes.



Corruption In India Ques. “Simplifying complex rules and regulations, making the decision-making process transparent, and giving the government a limited role will minimise opportunities for the corrupt”, while analysing the given statement, describe the causes of corruption. What initiatives have been taken by the government to deal with corruption?



Initiatives by the government: 



Right to Information Act – the Right to Information Act (2005), require government officials to provide information requested by citizens or face punitive action, computerisation of services and various central and state government acts that established vigilance commissions have considerably reduced corruption or at least have opened up avenues to redress grievances







Anti-corruption laws in India – Public servants in India can be penalised for corruption under the -Indian Penal Code, 1860, Prosecution section of Income Tax Act,1961, The Prevention of Corruption Act, 1988, The Benami Transactions (Prohibition) Act, 1988 to prohibit benami transactions, Prevention of Money Laundering Act, 2002



http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tpopinion/lokpal-is-no-magic-bullet/article6109523.ece



Corruption in India is a major issue that adversely affects its economy. A study conducted by Transparency International in year 2005 found that more than 62% of Indians had first-hand experience of paying bribes or influence peddling to get jobs done in public offices successfully. Corruption is affecting the relationship of private sector with the public sector, a fall in investment by private firms from 17% of GDP www.civilmentor.wordpress.com
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Government Institutions – number of institutions of governance that have the mandate and the ability to deal with corruption which includes the Central Bureau of Investigation, the Central Vigilance Commission, the Comptroller and Auditor General of India, courts, information commissions, and Lokayuktas at the State level.







Civic anti-corruption organisations – A variety of organisations have been created in India to actively fight against corrupt government and business practices such as – Bharat Swabhiman Trust established by wellknown Yog Guru Swami Ramdev running a large campaign against black money and corruption since last 10 years, India Against Corruption is a movement created by citizens from a variety of profession and status to work against corruption in India, Association for Social Transparency, Rights and Action (ASTRA) is an NGO focused on grass-roots work to fight corruption in Karnataka.







Whistle blower protection act & Lokpal bill which is still pending in rajya sabha.



Corruption has a worst impact on our economy and could malign our image in international scenario. Best example of this is Commonwealth games scam. Commonwealth games is a global phenomena and recently exposed scam has maligned the image of India in the global scenario. The fight against Corruption may well begin with simple acts of documentation. Media also can play a significant role to abolish the corruption by exposing the corruption. Bureaucracy should be made more citizen friendly, accountable and transparent. More and more courts should be opened for speedy justice. Lokpals and Vigilance Commissions should be more powerful and of independent nature so as to provide speedy justice. Other measures are – strict laws should be made; political interference should be minimized; power to make policies in public interest should be vested with independent commission; people should have a right to questioned the elected representatives and get answer; funding of elections should be banned www.civilmentor.wordpress.com



and there should be State funding of election expenses for candidates and persons with criminal records should be denied tocontest elections. More areas of public interest should be covered under Right to opposition against allowed Information, which will empower the citizens to ask for more information. Stringent actions are need to be taken against corrupt officials



Armed Forces Special Powers Act (AFSPA) as a threat to Human Rights Ques. “Armed Forces Special Powers Act (AFSPA) is not merely a concern about human rights violation but also inconsistent with the structure and spirit of our democracy”. Comment http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/counter-tothe-spirit-ofcounterinsurgency/article6112276.ece?homepage=true



The Armed Forces (Special Powers) Act (AFSPA), is an Act of the Parliament of India with just six sections granting special powers to the armed forces in what the act terms as “disturbed areas”. Although the usefulness of the act has been universally acknowledged in particular for stabilizing the Kashmir valley and maintaining peace, the Act has received criticism from several sections for alleged concerns about human rights violations in the regions of its enforcement, where arbitrary killings, torture, cruel, inhuman and degrading treatment and enforced disappearances have alleged to have happened. Reasons of being a concern about human right violations & inconsistence with the spirit of democracy: 



AFSPA confers special powers on the armed forces to respond at will in “disturbed areas” in order to maintain law and order. A military officer can fire upon an unlawful assembly of five or more people if the need arises or even for illegal possession of fire arms. The military is free to use force, even causing death to those suspected of possible violence. These Page 20
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No arrest and search warrants are required for any operation as in the provisions of the law. Under the blanket powers it confers on soldiers, there is always the fear of its misuse.







The act has been consistently in news for indiscriminate shooting by security forces leaving several locals dead.







The act also encourages lazy, inefficient soldiering in counter-insurgency situations and actually proves to be counterproductive because it makes the security forces look like occupation armies and not people-friendly, which is what is required in counterinsurgency.







With AFSPA around, military or paramilitary units do not feel the need for restraint or fire control. That leads to a sharp drop in professionalism and actually dehumanises and corrupts the Army and paramilitary forces.



One has to remember that counter-insurgency, which is an operation directed against one’s own citizens, is not against a foreign enemy. So, the primary focus of a counter-insurgency operation should be WHAM (winning hearts and minds), and not liquidation or elimination. Repeal of AFSPA should be seen as the first step in an effort to create a smarter and more effective counterinsurgency capability that draws more on information technology, psychological operations, political persuasion and conflict resolution rather than on overkill and mindless indiscretion. The government will have to evolve a counter-insurgency doctrine which will not only seek to keep the Army out of the “internal security” matrix to the extent possible and deploy other specifically trained and highly skilled forces that observe the principle of “minimum force,” but also not insist on an AFSPA-type legislation as a prerequisite for their deployment and demonstrate a respect for human rights and accountability in keeping with the letter and spirit of the Constitution.
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Higher education in India needs reforms Ques. “There is no greater challenge to the future of India than the urgent need to revamp our institutions of higher education” Comment. http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/freshideas-not-more-institutions/article6117037.ece



At present, the higher education system in India suffers from many shortcomings. The reforms are needed to address the fundamental problem of institutionalised mediocrity, deeply embedded in these institutions. Adequate funding of colleges and universities for enhancing their education system on three parameters — access, equity and quality- is required. Such planning would include creating new academic institutions, expanding and upgrading the existing ones, developing institutions that are self-reliant in terms of quality education, technology driven delivery system, professional management, and characterised by greater inclination towards research and provide education that is relevant to students and the nation as a whole. Need of reforms in higher education: 



India’s gross enrolment ratio (GER) is only 19.4 per cent, indicating that only a fraction of the population in the age group of 18-23 years is enrolled in higher education institutions.







There are wide disparities between various social groups. The GERs for SCs, STs and OBCs are far below the average GER and those of other social groups. There is also a wide gender disparity; GER for males is 20.9 per cent while that for females is only 16.5 per cent.







Most Indian universities are not spaces that are inspiring enough for knowledge creation, nor have they been designed to ensure the pursuit of serious research and scholarship.







In central universities, 40 per cent of faculty positions remain vacant. Page 21
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The state universities suffer from a lack of resources among other things.







Indian universities are generally timid in seeking collaborations which are necessary for the development of new ideas and perspectives. There are a significant number of biases and prejudices that have led to scepticism in promoting any form of collaboration, even among our own universities.







There is also lack of interdisciplinary teaching among different faculties and schools. The bureaucratic approach of university managements and regulators has led to the creation of too many hurdles in the pursuit of any meaningful collaboration.



Measures needed: 



Effecting transformation involves five things: substantial resources, a progressive regulatory environment in which higher education regulators begin to trust universities, a new governance model for creating opportunities and space for research and scholarship, an enabling environment within universities that will significantly incentivise research and publications, and an attitudinal change among all stakeholders in the higher education sector.







The new government must ensure that all faculty appointments are filled up within a time-bound framework. This will involve tactful engagement with the institutions and a creative approach to faculty recruitment.







It is essential to identify a selected set of institutions to represent the best of public and private universities and significantly enhance their capacities with a view to advancing their research agendas. This will not only help in understanding the key challenges that universities face in relation to nurturing research, but will also help us learn from recurring mistakes. Institutional reform inevitably requires risk-taking and innovation.
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Existing policies relating to research collaborations both within and outside India need to be re-examined and made more progressive and inclusive. They should be made progressive vis-à-vis ensuring greater autonomy and freedom to universities to determine who they want to collaborate with and what the terms of collaboration should be.







There is a need to remove the distinctions that exist in relation to public and private universities; instead, universities ought to be differentiated on the basis of their performance and contribution. There is also a need for an inclusive approach, which involves all aspects of the higher education sector in knowledge creation. This will help in developing a higher education system that will assess the quality of education through objective standards and international benchmarks rather than making private sector education subservient to public universities.



The biggest challenge is to create an enabling environment to promote innovation. Archaic rules and regulations that are constantly flouted have given rise to opportunities to dubious institutions to be engaged in corruption. There is a need to seek a change in the attitude of government departments that are involved in policymaking, and regulatory bodies that are monitoring and ensuring standards in higher education. The deep distrust that is prevalent among the institutions on the one hand and the government and regulatory bodies on the other has made the higher education sector static. There is little effort in seeking innovation. This has to change, and quickly. No reform of higher education institutions is possible without a careful and calibrated effort to examine the current framework of the powers of the government and of regulatory bodies.



Disaster prevention, mitigation and management Ques. “Little seems to have been done by the State governments, past and present, in the area of disaster prevention, mitigation and management” Comment.
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SUITABLE STRATEGY TO MITIGATE THE DISASTER AND PROVIDE THE SUSTAINABLE SECURITY TO THE NATION AND SOCIETY 1. Familiarity with the super technology overall



India is one of the most vulnerable developing countries to suffer very often from various natural disasters, namely drought, flood, cyclone, earth quake, landslide, forest fire, hail storm, locust, volcanic eruption, etc. Which strike causing a devastating impact on human life, economy and environment. WHO defines Disaster as “any occurrence, that causes damage, ecological disruption, loss of human life, deterioration of health and health services, on a scale sufficient to warrant an extraordinary response from outside the affected community or area”. Impact of disasters: 



Impact is Unavoidable for National for National Security







Sudden socio-economic changes







Bio-diversity disturbed- plants- animalssources of food







Environmental degradationerosion- diseases etc.







Quality of life decline







Whole family disturbed- divided- fragmented







Charitybegging- food aid.







Social chaoscrimeunrest- evilsterrorism.







Realization of economic and social injusticesNational







Insecurityboth at national and regional level.







Loss of faith for the nationa nation is not a nation.







Some other dangerous consequences for the individual- society and nation as a whole
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2. Scientific methods of forecasting. 3. Identification of the various types of disaster and their sources. 4. Every types of disasters needs different measures to control 5. Transport system- connectivity should be well identifies 6. Location of submerged villages should be known 7. Identify the priority areas for relief – Uttrakhand flood in 2013. 8. Assured base of irrigation in drought prone region. 9. Regional sources of quick information and headquarter of material collection 10. Delay tactics- procedures should be minimum – example Uttrakhand Uttrakhand scenario Prevailing conditions: 



Flash floods pummelled the Alaknanda, Bhagirathi, Mandakini, Gori Ganga, Pindar, and Kali rivers. According to official data, 4,190 people died in the disaster, more than 2,500 buildings were completely destroyed, and 2,070 roads and 145 bridges were damaged.







Locals continue to remain the government’s second priority. Rehabilitation of villagers is still incomplete. Locals continue to make trips to their tehsildars, patwaris, sub-divisional magistrates, and district magistrates for pending compensation issues, to appeal for the construction of safety walls and for the rebuilding of roads and bridges.
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Roads have been reconstructed, but by boring deeper into the mountains, already subject to constant erosion by the river flowing beside them. At some places, protection walls have been built; at others, debris from landslides has been left as it is, blocking the roads this monsoon season too.







The Earthquake Risk Map of India places 13 districts in Uttrakhand under seismic zone IV (severe intensity zone) and V (very severe intensity zone). Despite this, several dams and roads have been constructed along fault lines.







According to the authorities, nothing more than regular training and awareness programmes are being conducted on disaster management in case of an earthquake.



Measures needed:



Ques. Describe how foreign-funded non-governmental organizations (NGOs) are negatively impacting economic development of India. http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/greenpeacefunds-hit-home-barrier/article6128371.ece



An Intelligence Bureau report has accused “foreignfunded” NGOs such as Greenpeace, Cordaid, Amnesty and Action Aid of “serving as tools for foreign policy interests of western governments” by sponsoring agitations against nuclear and coal-fired power plants across the country. Greenpeace International and Climate Works Foundation are the two principal international contributors to Greenpeace India Society. How foreign funded NGOs are affecting India’s economic growth:







A combined effort needs to take place between the State Disaster Management department, the State Disaster Management Authority, the meteorological department, and other departments.







Claimed by IB(Intelligence Bureau) report, The NGOs, said to be working through a network of local organizations such as PUCL and Narmada Bachao Andolan, have negatively impacted GDP growth by 2-3%.







Establishing micro hydel projects, solar projects, stopping illegal mining, strengthening Van Panchayats, and demarcating cultural ecosensitive zones for the conservation of biodiversity.











A population of around 7 lakh, which was dependent on the earnings from religious tourism, has been affected. Lack of livelihood opportunities and safety concerns are resulting in migration from the affected areas. The State is in dire need of a fast-paced development plan that is also sensitive to the fragile ecosystem.



A significant number of Indian NGOs (funded by some donors based in the US, the UK, Germany, The Netherlands and Scandinavian countries) have been noticed to be using people centric issues to create an environment which lends itself to stalling development projects.







According to report, these foreign donors lead local NGOs to provide field reports which are used to build a record against India and serve as tools for the strategic foreign policy interests of Western governments.







The IB report alleges that Greenpeace is trying to raise issues of hazardous e-waste generated by Information Technology-based service providers, opposing genetically modified food and coal fired power plants which are known to cause serious damage to environment.







The missing momentum in development efforts coupled with a change in leadership and redevelopment plans implies that political will is necessary for the State to develop while addressing environmental concerns.



Foreign funded NGOs affecting India’s economic growth www.civilmentor.wordpress.com



Repot says that the “areas of action” of the foreignfunded NGOs include anti-nuclear, anti-coal and antiGenetically Modified Organisms protests, apart from Page 24



Civil Mentor Current Affair Summary 2014 stalling mega industrial projects including those floated by POSCO and Vedanta, these NGOs have also been working to the detriment of mining, dam and oil drilling projects in north-eastern India. Under Indian law only those organizations that are registered with the Foreign Contributions Registration Act are eligible to receive funds from foreign donors. Some companies whose infrastructure projects have come under such public scrutiny have alleged that it’s the work of rival companies. Transparency on source of funds will end any such defence tactics and keep the focus where it’s needed — on any project-related concerns and alleged misconduct.



Cabinet Committees – Role,composition and functioning Ques. Describe the powers of the Prime Minister to establish and revamp the cabinet committees. Critically analyse the role and functions of cabinet committees. http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/modireconstitutes-6-key-cabinet-panels/article6130972.ece The cabinet committees are set up by the PM according to the exigencies of the time and requirement of the situation. They are mostly headed by the PM, sometimes other cabinet ministers also act as their chairman but in case the PM is a member of a committee, he invariably presides over it. They are an organisational device to reduce the enormous workload of the cabinet. They also facilitate in-depth examination of policy issues and effective coordination. They are based on the principles of division of labour and effective delegation.



public enterprises, banks and financial institutions. 



Parliamentary affair committee looks after the progress of govt. business in the parliament.



Recently Prime Minister Narendra Modi, has reconstituted six important cabinet committees: 1. Appointments Committee of the Cabinet (ACC) 2. Cabinet Committee on Security (CCS) 3. Cabinet Committee on Political Affairs 4. Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA) 5. Cabinet Committee on Parliamentary Affairs 6. Cabinet Committee on Accommodation



Policy approach on female agency is needed to tackle crime against women Ques. “The ‘male backlash’ theory suggests that a woman’s independence signifies a challenge to a culturally prescribed norm and hence results in physical aggression”, while critically analysing the given statement highlight the need of reforms and policies for injustice against women in India. http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/beginninga-new-conversation-on-women/article6134191.ece



Most important functions of cabinet committees are: 



Political affair committee deals with all policy matters pertaining to domestic and foreign affairs.







Economic affair committee directs and coordinates the governmental activities in the economic sphere.







Appointments committee decided all higher level appointments in the central secretariats,
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The status of women in India has been subject to many great changes over the past few millennia. From equal status with men in ancient times through the low points of the medieval period,[6] to the promotion of equal rights by many reformers, the history of women in India has been eventful. In modern India, women have held high offices in India including that of the President, Prime Minister, Speaker of the Lok Sabha and Leader of the Opposition. However, women in India continue to face atrocities such as rape, acid throwing, dowry killings, and the forced prostitution of young girls. According to a global poll conducted by Thomson Reuters, India is the “fourth most dangerous country” in the world for women, and the worst country for women among the G20 countries. Why there is a dire need of reforms and policies: 



According to the Gender Inequality Index, India ranks 132 out of 146 countries.







Crimes against women have more than doubled between 1990 and 2011, close to 40 per cent of these are injuries inflicted by husbands or family members.







The National Family Health Survey (NFHS)-3 reports that 37 per cent of women who have ever been married have experienced spousal physical or sexual violence, and 40 per cent have experienced spousal physical, sexual or emotional violence. At present, married women and widowed women have a much higher prevalence of violence against them (37 and 38 per cent) than women who have never
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The number of women in the workforce seems to have lowered and stagnated. According to data from the National Sample Survey Organisation, female labour force participation fell from above 40 per cent in the early-to-mid 1990s to 22.5 per cent in 2011-12.







NFHS-3 reports that there is a much higher prevalence of violence against women who were employed at any time in the past 12 months (39-40 per cent) than women who were not employed (29 per cent), contradicting the widely held assumption that women who contribute income are at a reduced risk of physical violence.



Recently in news, the rapes in Badaun demonstrate a disturbing need to publically shame, perform and consume acts of brutality against women, similarly household crime and neglect is socially normalised, and the two combined indicate a deeper, embedded psyche that cannot be addressed without a multifaceted policy approach. A political discourse on ‘empowering’ women must then become much more than it is now — a rhetoric of protection, justification of male urges and/or occasional lip-service. Indeed, to casually gloss over the structural nature of our entrenched hierarchical tendencies is only to give them a firmer hold. Gender ideology, as crystallised in social perspectives, norms and practices, affects women’s bargaining power, not just in the domestic space but in the market, community and the state as well. This does not, of course, imply that employment is not imperative — instead, it indicates that gender equality is a far more complex aspiration and requires the intervention of community organisations, policyoriented efforts by the state, as well as nongovernmental programmes. The Protection of Women from Domestic Violence Act 2005, which took effect in 2006, includes the prohibition of marital rape and the provision of protection and maintenance orders against husbands and partners who are emotionally, physically or economically abusive. However, a policy approach centred on female agency must also be developed to tackle crimes against women and, in order to do so, the intersection of crimes with intraPage 26
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Enhancing transparency of India’s nuclear infrastructure Ques. “Enhancing transparency of India’s nuclear infrastructure by ratifying an Additional Protocol with the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) is a step that in a single stroke can be leveraged to boost energy security and lift international confidence”, Comment. http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/india-moreopen-toninspections/article6139494.ece?homepage=true



India has a flourishing and largely indigenous nuclear power program. Because India is outside the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty due to its weapons program, it was for 34 years largely excluded from trade in nuclear plant or materials, which has hampered its development of civil nuclear energy until 2009.Due to these trade bans and lack of indigenous uranium, India has uniquely been developing a nuclear fuel cycle to exploit its reserves of thorium. Now, foreign technology and fuel are expected to boost India’s nuclear power plan considerably. All plants will have high indigenous engineering content. India has a vision of becoming a world leader in nuclear technology due to its expertise in fast reactors and thorium fuel cycle. www.civilmentor.wordpress.com



Recently, India has decided to enhance transparency of its nuclear infrastructure by ratifying an Additional Protocol with the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) that may boost its energy security and lift international confidence in the following ways: 



Enhances transparency of India’s civilian infrastructure







Smoothens ties with the US







Makes import of nuclear power equipment from diverse sources easier







Boosts India’s chance of becoming a member of Nuclear supplier group



The Indian government would be wise to reconsider its vision of nuclear energy so that it does not seem limited to simply getting its technology right. Creating robust policy debates across domains such as solar and wind power will benefit India’s energy development as a whole. Sociological and anthropological perspectives must be integrated into policy discussions. Advancing the principles of democracy such as citizenship rights and government accountability will promote critical thinking about maximizing the public good beyond a simple cost-benefit analysis of market economics. That is the best approach, if India is to have a nuclear energy program that is socially just, environmentally sustainable, and economically feasible.



Role, powers, mandate and independent functioning of human rights Institutions in India Ques. Describe the role, powers, mandate and independent functioning of human rights Institutions in India. Critically analyse how lack of guidelines, transparency and fair competitive selection in context with human right institutions is undermining their autonomy and statutory character. http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/oped/independence-from-thegovernment/article6142580.ece?homepage=true
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Civil Mentor Current Affair Summary 2014 India has seven national human rights institutions (HRIs) known as commissions, with varying structures, powers and mandates that have been established with a view to promoting and protecting human rights, women’s rights, children’s rights, rights of minorities, and the rights of persons belonging to scheduled castes and scheduled tribes. Role, powers, mandate – The functions of these commissions include evaluation of existing safeguards for human rights protection and making recommendations for strengthening them, inquiry into complaints of human rights violations, inspection of custodial institutions, creation of awareness about rights, promotion of harmony between domestic laws and international conventions, and research and analysis on human rights issues. They have all been empowered with certain powers of a civil court while looking into the violation of rights. After the completion of inquiry, they can recommend that the government or public authorities initiate proceedings against those responsible for the violation, pay compensation, or take further steps to remedy the violation. Although their recommendations have no binding value, these commissions are seen as alternative forums that have the potential to offer speedy, accessible, and inexpensive relief. Independent functioning of human rights Institutions – Commissions in India enjoys varying degrees of independence. For instance, the National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) is headed by a former chief justice of the Supreme Court, while the chairperson of the National Commission for Women (NCW) has nearly always been a political appointee. The executive exclusively determines the appointment of chairperson and members of all the commissions except the NHRC where appointments are based on the recommendations of a high-powered selection committee comprising representatives of parliament and the executive. The extent of political control over some commissions is more than others. For instance, a change in government at the Centre in 2005 led to the dismissal of members appointed by the previous government. All the commissions except the CPCRs have been empowered to frame their own regulations. Further, the National Commission for the Protection of Rights of Children (NCPCR) has to seek the approval of the government before incurring www.civilmentor.wordpress.com



expenditure under certain heads and must abide by the directions of the central government on “questions of policy relating to national purposes”. The NHRC can appoint technical staff and the NCPCR can constitute a panel of consultants. However, all commissions are dependent on the government for their establishment, infrastructure, staff, and grants. Though an appropriation is made by parliament, the funds are routed through a ministry. The mandate of the NHRC is limited to inquiring into complaints of violation of human rights or abetment or negligence in the prevention of such violations by public servants. The NCW and NCPCR, on the other hand, can look into complaints relating to deprivation of women’s rights and child rights, respectively, irrespective of whether the complaints relate to public servants or private entities. Because of its composition and powers, the NHRC is perceived as being more independent than others. How lack of guidelines, transparency and fair competitive selection in context with human right institutions is undermining their autonomy and statutory character: 



The political establishment uses them to accommodate their favourites and this explains the pressure on members to quit. Such brazen display of power is possible because of a lack of clear provisions in legislation on selection procedures along with a complete disregard for procedures for removal of members.







In the case of the Commission for Protection of Child Rights, appointments are increasingly coming under the judicial scanner as governments have been sluggish in notifying detailed guidelines that can ensure open, transparent and competitive selections to these important public offices.







In many States, appointments are being challenged for having been made on political grounds and this should compel State governments to amend their rules and include selection guidelines in order to insulate appointments from political interference.







Assam is the only State in the country to have constituted the Commission as early as 2010, Page 28



Civil Mentor Current Affair Summary 2014 but has still not notified the rules detailing the selection process, salaries and allowances, and administrative matters, thereby leaving matters to political uncertainties and executive discretion. According to the Paris Principles Relating to Status of National Institutions (1993), which serve as an international benchmark, independence from the government is one of the most crucial elements in building effective human rights institutions. This principle is seriously undermined whenever there is political interference in appointments and whenever the tenure and stability of these institutions is subject to the whims and fancies of the government. The judiciary has played its part well by revoking such arbitrary appointments, but now it is for the government to demonstrate its willingness to establish strong and independent institutions according to the rule of law.



Emigration Act, 1983 – The Emigration Act, enacted to consolidate and amend the law relating to emigration of Indian citizens, applies only to ‘recruitment’ and ‘recruiting agents.’ Registration and obtaining permits from a State Protector of Emigrants working under a Protector General of Emigrants under the Ministry of Overseas Indian Affairs are essential under the Act. Without obtaining any such registration certificate or a valid permit, no recruiting agent or employer can legally send any person abroad. The Punjab Prevention of Human Smuggling Act, 2012 – 



It aims to check and curb travel agents’ illegal and fraudulent activities and penalise those involved in organised human smuggling rackets.







This law has many noteworthy features — it defines the terms human smuggling and travel agent; it provides for a licensing regime for travel agents and debars persons from operating without a licence; it gives power of search, seizure and arrest to magistrates and police officials, it provides for reasonable compensation to be paid to aggrieved persons by the travel agent. It also specifies the punishment for offences and authorises courts to decide whether any illegally acquired property is liable to be confiscated. Cheating, the Act says, shall have the same meaning as under the Indian Penal Code.







Dishonest misrepresentation with the intention of wrongful gain or deception, cheating or allurement for the activities such as- obtaining education, work, travel permits for tourism, cultural entertainment or musical shows, medical treatment, spreading or preaching religion, participating in sport tournaments, issuing advertisements for travel, holding seminars and lectures to promote emigration, is punishable under the Act.



Issue of Smuggling of migrants Ques. “Smuggling of migrants is a highly profitable business with low risk of detection”, while analysing the given statement describe the role and working of the govt. to address the issue of Smuggling of migrants. http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/oped/supplementing-withoutsupplanting/article6145810.ece People smuggling (also called human smuggling) is “the facilitation, transportation, attempted transportation or illegal entry of a person or persons across an international border, in violation of one or more countries’ laws, either clandestinely or through deception, such as the use of fraudulent documents”. People smuggling generally takes place with the consent of the person or persons being smuggled, and common reasons for individuals seeking to be smuggled include employment and economic opportunity, personal and/or familial betterment, and escape from persecution or conflict. Two major initiatives by the govt. of India to address the issue of Smuggling of migrants:
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Drawbacks/loopholes in addressing the issue: 



Neither the word ‘travel agent’ nor the phrase ‘human smuggling’ are defined or identified in the Emigration Act. It neither recognises the Page 29
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THE Punjab Prevention of Human Smuggling Act that seeks to regulate the profession of travel agents to check their illegal and fraudulent activities and mal-practices, is limited to the state of Punjab only as it is enacted by the Punjab govt. and not a central act. The key focus of the legislation is on human smuggling as opposed to human trafficking. The distinction is crucial. Human smuggling facilitates illegal entry of people from one country to another. It has a cross border element of voluntary cooperation without any coercion or undue influence. In contrast to human trafficking, there are no victims in human smuggling. Human trafficking entails slavery and possibly has no international element



Areas of concern & reform 1. Need to enact a Central legislation to check illegal trafficking, human smuggling and thriving unethical immigration businesses. 2. Imperative need for a consolidated work permit visa regime in India for inward foreign migration especially for highly skilled foreign workers which could also be a good source of revenue.



India’s civil nuclear liability regime affects its nuclear sector growth Ques. “India’s civil nuclear liability regime is tremendously unbalanced and may adversely affect the nuclear capacity addition programme of India” while critically analysing the given statement describe how nuclear liability law 2010 may be a threat to nuclear sector growth in India. http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/agenda-fornuclear-diplomacy/article6152407.ece?homepage=true The Civil Liability for Nuclear Damage Act, 2010 or Nuclear Liability Act aims to provide a civil liability for nuclear damage and prompt compensation to the victims of a nuclear incident through a no fault liability to the operator, appointment of Claims Commissioner, establishment of Nuclear Damage Claims Commission and for matters connected therewith or incidental thereto. The act contains several controversial clauses that the opposition parties claim to be ‘unconstitutional’. The opposition believes the bill is being pushed through due to US pressure though this is denied by the government. May be a threat in following ways: 



India’s civil nuclear liability regime is victimfriendly and offers adequate, fast compensation, without any discrimination, to victims. However, it’s tremendously unbalanced and unworkable and a deterrent to the nuclear industry’s growth.







No other country has the right to recourse from suppliers unless it’s mentioned in the contract. No other industry has a similar regime. If other industries are also covered by such a liability regime, it will lead to zero growth.







If the liability regime, Act continue to remain inconsistent with the Annex to the Convention of Supplementary Compensation (CSC), it will make any attempted ratification by India problematic and subject to challenge by the



3. Spreading of awareness and education of the pitfalls of illegal immigration. 4. Need to establish managed migration channels. Smuggling of migrants is a highly profitable business with low risk of detection. For criminals, it is increasingly attractive to deal in human merchandise and this business of death is becoming more and more organised. India needs to check this global menace. There is an urgent need for Parliament to pass a law against human smuggling. Piecemeal State legislations with limited ambit of application will restrict the scope to only State borders. A Central law is therefore the composite solution. www.civilmentor.wordpress.com
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India is home to biodiverse ecosystems. With the high risk of accident, the introduction of nuclear power plants is not viable due to the environmental impact. A nuclear accident is disastrous for the environment. The Act does not properly address liability in the face of an accident or even day to day risks.



In the context of the nuclear sector a good safety and security culture in all organisations engaged in the sector which should prevent accidents is appreciable. There should be national mandate and political consensus on the nuclear programme and all nuclear



issues, including liability. The national mandate with political consensus should result in a policy for the nuclear sector, which should be long term, clear, sustained and irreversible. The Indian law of 2010, which brings in the concept of supplier liability, may not be consistent with existing practice, but it is certainly much more in consonance with the spirit of the times. The idea of some measure of supplier liability is an idea that can no longer be bypassed. However, what the government needs to ensure is that supplier liability does not become “infinite” or “open-ended.” What is necessary is a genuine effort to address the concerns of the suppliers’ community so that their liability can be quantified in a manner that does not raise costs to prohibitive levels.
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