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Clarifying meanings in Academic English Explain one of the things below as well as you can, using the phrases on the next page to help you if you like. Your partner will ask you for more and more clarification (even if they have really understood what you mean) -



a causal relationship a cycle a definition of your field area of interest a foreign term that is used in academic English, e.g. something from Latin or Greek a formula/ an equation a fundamental concept of your field a hypothesis a method of statistical analysis a process a school of thought a trend a word which has different meanings in everyday and academic English an academic achievement and why it is significant an ideology changes in ideas on one topic contrasting two ideas or two people's ideas differences between two similar terms different approaches to a common theme of research different definitions of one word or phrase exceptions to a rule how something is administered instructions for writing appendices rules of citation (e.g. of one publication) some specialist terminology the consensus view on something the content of one book or paper the differences between two areas of research the ideas of one person the scope of some research unifying two theories your thesis
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Useful phrases • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •



Anticipating your questions,… By… I mean…/ …, by which I mean… I can illustrate this with an analogy./ This is not a precise analogy but… I would define…. as…./ I am using… to mean… … is usually defined as… In other words,…/ i.e./ To put it another way,…/ That is to say… It can help to picture it as / symbolise it as/ visualise it as… More simply,…/ In layperson’s terms,… /A more straightforward explanation is…/ A simpler if less precise definition explanation is… Practically, this means that…/ Practically speaking,… The meaning is somewhat ambiguous but…/ There’s no precise definition but… There are two related meanings./ Other people define it as…/ An alternative explanation is… To be (more) specific/ precise,…/ Specifically,… To clarify,… To illustrate what I mean,… You could also take it to mean… You might be more familiar with…



Suggested questions • • • • • •



Is that the same thing as…?/ Is that similar to…? What's the difference between that and…? Can you define…? What does… mean? I can’t get my head round… Is there a simpler way to explain…?
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Clarifying phrases presentation/ practice From your memory or knowledge, put one word into each of the gaps below. …, _______ which I mean… I can illustrate this with _______ analogy./ This is not ______ precise analogy but… I would define…. ________…. _______ other words,…/ i.e./ _______ put it another way,…/ That is ______ say… It may help to picture it / symbolise it/ visualise it _______… _______simply,…/ ______layperson’s terms,… /______more straightforward explanation is…/ A simpler ________ less precise definition explanation is… Practically, this ________ that…/ Practically speaking,… _____ meaning is somewhat ambiguous but…/ There’s _____ precise definition but… There ____ two (related) meanings./ Other ____ define it as…/ __ alternative explanation is… To _________ (more) specific/ precise,…/ Specifically,… To illustrate _______ I mean,… You could also ________ it to mean… Compare your answers with the previous page. Other answers might be possible. What other phrases could you use with that function?
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This is not a precise analogy butâ€¦ â€¢ I would defineâ€¦. asâ€¦./ I am usingâ€¦ to meanâ€¦ â€¢ â€¦ is usually defined asâ€¦ â€¢ In other words,â€¦/ i.e./ To put it another way,â€¦ 
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a causal relationship. - a cycle. - a definition of your field area of interest. - a foreign term that is used in academic English, e.g. something from Latin or Greek.
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IELTS Academic Writing- Spelling Rules - Using English 

has been geting a lot of newspaper coverage recently. ... Match the rules under the fold to the sections above, and use that to help check your answers.
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IELTS Academic Writing- Spelling Rules - Using English 

has been geting a lot of newspaper coverage recently. ... Match the rules under the fold to the sections above, and use that to help check your answers.
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correctly or not. academic interest in popular culture alternative energy ... exposure of companies to the world economy gender inequality importance of design.
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The document telling you when your classes are â€“ schedule/ timetable ... Free up, get rid of restrictions such as red tape â€“ liberalise/ liberalize, liberalisation, lib- ... computer â€“ computerise/ computerize, computerisation/ computerization.
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Academic English- British and American English - UsingEnglish.com 

standard â€“ standardise/ standardize, standardisation/ standardization. visual â€“ visualise/ visualize, visualisation/ visualization. (Just) -ise/ -ize. Cause a huge ...
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FCE (First Certificate in English) Writing- Application ... - Using English 

I believe I am a good candidate for this job becauseâ€¦ ... I have (good) knowledge ofâ€¦ ... with, e.g. â€œI have a lot of experience of reading English emailsâ€�. Do the ...
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Using English Information in Non-English Web Search 

The leading web search engines have spent a decade building highly specialized ..... This yields the optimization problem from step (3) of Figure 2. Qin et al.
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Business English Key Words in Writing- Word ... - Using English 

Game 1: Key Words in Business Writing- Word Formation Card Game .... Due to the number of enquiries about last year's special edition, we have decided to.
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english academic writing 

The book has been developed and published by the Center for Social Sciences, .... more changes caused by the transition and then decide what sub topic you ...
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Business English- Phone Conversation Completion - Using English 

Can I speak to someone from your marketing department? My name isâ€¦ I sent you an email last week aboutâ€¦ Can you talk? ... I've been trying to phone her all day but I can never get through. Actually ... What's the best way of contacting you?
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IELTS Academic Exam Overview- Comparing and ... - Using English 

IELTS Academic Exam Overview- Comparing and Contrasting Phrases Practice. Choose one of the contrasting pairs below and compare the things written there ...
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Business English- Phone Interview Preparation - Using English 

... you have everything you need on the table in front of you, e.g. laptop with ... If you might have to wait to speak to them and might get nervous while you are ...
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Business English- Phone Interview Preparation - Using English 

gon), information about that company and/ or job, useful phrases for pausing etc, or a ... Decide if you will use your phone's conference call function or not.
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Business English- Email Functions review - Using English 

It was great/ nice/ a pleasure to (finally) meet you at the conference last week. Thanks for ... Thanks/ Thank you for your letter/ email/ fax/ phone call last week.
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Formality in Ending Presentations - Using English 

Check with the partial answer key, then brainstorm at least two medium formality sentences into the gaps given. If you get stuck, it should be possible to change ...
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Academic English 2 Speaking Midterm 

That is, you should do much more than just answer the questionâ€” you should also ask follow-up questions of your partners, and elaborate on your ideas.
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Academic English- Hedging and Quoting Sources - UsingEnglish.com 

13 The authority on this matter is Josephs, who saysâ€¦ 14 The best translation of that quotation is... 15 Smith and Wesson prove thatâ€¦ 16 The consensus among experts in the field is thatâ€¦ 17 The theory developed in this paper owes a debt to that
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Emailing Roleplays 2 - Using English 

Roleplay email exchanges from below, saying exactly what you would write in your email. Continue each ... My name isâ€¦ and I work forâ€¦ I was given your ...
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14 The best translation of that quotation is... 15 Smith and Wesson prove thatâ€¦ 16 The consensus among experts in the field is thatâ€¦ 17 The theory developed ...
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Academic English- Adverbs of Certainty and ... - UsingEnglish.com 

Subsidies certainly change business behaviour, the question isâ€¦ 18. Patients ... Make the new strong phrases softer and the soft ones stronger. You may be ...
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Business English Telephone Language- The Same or ... - Using English 

Postal address/ Email address. Actions. Call someone/ Phone someone/ Ring someone / Telephone someone. Call someone again/ Call someone back.
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Business English- Present Perfect Pronunciation and ... - Using English 

truth or not. This week. Cleared your inbox/ email inbox. Been shouted at ... Brought your children into the office. Bought something because of a TV ad you saw.
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