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Please Protect Our Wild Horses and Burros from Mass Slaughter– Oppose Harmful Amendment to House Interior Appropriations Bill Tomorrow the House Appropriations Committee may consider whether our government will use tax dollars to send tens of thousands of wild horses and burros to slaughter for human consumption overseas or to kill them in their pastures. The House Interior Appropriations Subcommittee has included language in the FY18 base spending bill that protects wild horses and burros from this fate this year, as it has for more than a decade. The Committee has been stalwart in its opposition to plans that would kill our wild horses, and has consistently advocated funding for humane and effective management. However, there may be an amendment that would strip these long held protections from our icons of the American West by allowing their sale to slaughter. We urge members of the committee to oppose this amendment, to maintain the current law, and to support humane management of our wild horses. Humane groups unanimously oppose lethal methods to manage wild horses, not only because it would be inherently inhumane, but also because it would be extremely ineffective. Other humane, fiscally responsible options are readily available to effectively manage and maintain these populations. First, private horse groups have stepped up, proposing to take tens of thousands of horses currently kept in the BLM’s long term holding facilities. Horses could live out their days at sanctuaries in the West, and no longer burden the BLM. Second, the BLM must employ fertility control to keep population sizes at manageable levels. The science is clear – this method works, but it must be used broadly and consistently in order to have any impact. Despite years of guidance from the appropriations committee urging its use, the BLM spent less than 1% of its budget last year on fertility control. A 2013 study from the Journal of Zoo and Wildlife Medicine found that utilizing immunocontraceptives effectively would save the BLM $8 million at one herd management area alone. This technique has been used very effectively with other wild horse populations, like those on Assateague Island. Third, horses have been entirely removed from more than 15 million acres of habitat originally designated for them, losing 41% of their habitat since 1971. Horses currently held in government pastures could be returned to that land, saving millions of dollars. These areas provide a reasonable, cost-effective option for non-reproducing horses to live out their lives with little or no need for management. An overwhelming 80% of the American people oppose horse slaughter. Previous proposals to allow the killing of wild horses and burros have ignited massive public backlash, and public figures have now spoken out in opposition to this amendment. Humane, fiscally responsible solutions to managing wild horses and burros are available right now. Neither shipping thousands of them to a grisly death nor massacring them in their pastures is a tenable or effective option for the public or the herds, and would be a shocking tragedy for our nation for generations to come. Future generations will ask what we did, in this



moment, and we want to be able to say we did everything possible to protect our mustangs. We urge your boss to oppose a radical departure from past policy, and vote against any amendment to strip protections from our wild horses and burros.
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for non-reproducing horses to live out their lives with little or no need for management. An overwhelming 80% of the American people oppose horse slaughter. 
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