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Administrative Procedure 200 – Appendix B



COMBINED GRADES Background In a combined classroom, all strengths, talents, abilities and learning styles are welcomed, valued and celebrated. Procedures 1. Combined grade classrooms provide an opportunity for students of different ages and levels of development to cooperate and learn from each other. Teachers can facilitate this process by focusing on students’ learning and developmental needs. All students have a variety of skills, strategies and knowledge. Their diverse experiences can be an asset within the classroom. Teachers can draw upon these strengths by using differentiation. Classroom differentiation focuses on the needs of the students. 2. A combined classroom is to be structured like any other classroom where the students’ learning needs are placed directly at the center of the educational environment. 3. Combined classrooms provide students with: 3.1 3.2 3.3 3.4 3.5 3.6



Enhanced social development;



More opportunities to work at different levels; More time to internalize previous learning;



Opportunities to visit major concepts and topics; Provide more practice;



Time to explore topics in greater depth or from other perspectives.



4. To ensure that combined classrooms reach their full potential, the teacher begins with the organization of the classroom and instills in the students the sense that they are part of a “learning community.” 5. Recommendations for principals: 5.1 5.2 5.3 5.4



Avoid assigning first year or inexperienced teachers to combined grades;



Consider a support/mentorship arrangement for teachers with combined grade assignments; Avoid creating combined classes that involve grades 3 and 6, if possible; Consider characteristics of students placed in combined classes.



6. Combined grade teacher and parent/legal guardian information can be accessed at intranet/default.asp?V_ITEM_ID=1074. Specific combined grade subject information can be
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found at the core subject ePD sites in Brightspace. Principals may also access mentorship support (guest teacher time) for a new combined grade teacher. Please contact the Instructional Services team to coordinate. 



Approval Date:



April 12, 2016



Reference:



Section 18, 20, 60, 61, 113 School Act ATA Collective Agreement, Art. XII
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