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Communication At BHS we regard children’s education as a partnership and we know that children do well at school when the home and school work together. Communication between home and school is an important element of ensuring the home school partnership is developed and maintained. Where possible we use electronic means as our main communication vehicle to keep our families and the community informed about information related to our school. Please ensure that the school has your current email address and that you check the school site and your email regularly. In addition to electronic communication we often need to send hard copies of letters home, for example permission letters for your child to attend a school trip. These are sent home with your child and therefore parents/guardians are encouraged to check with their child if they have been given any letters and/or check your child’s school bag. Electronic Communications The school website is located http://www.beaconhill.edu.hk/. This site provides the community with an array of information about our school. The Beacon The Beacon is our learning platform and parents should be part of their child’s use of this site. It is a password protected site and is used for home learning and storage of children’s work. The Beacon is a place where students can upload their learning to share with others and most recently the students are finding it a useful platform for adding reflections about their learning and others learning. We also use The Beacon for information about our Green Team, Making a Difference (MAD) Club and other extracurricular activities. In addition it is use to share photographs of sporting events and during Y3 to 6 Camps we have in the past used The Beacon for Camp Live. Gateway The Gateway is an information portal and is a password protected site which allows parents on-line access to student reports, some assessment results, student demographic data (emergency contact numbers, medical information, email contacts, home address) and the BHS/ESF’s calendar. Some BHS/ESF’s policy documents are also on this site. SMS Alerts We will issue SMS alerts to parents in cases of bad weather, school closure and any other information where you need immediate notice. Please ensure that the school always has your current telephone number. Meet the Teacher Evening At the beginning of each school year we invite all parents to a "Meet the Teacher "evening. This evening is designed to provide you with information about the routines, experiences and requirements of each class as well as meet your child’s class teacher(s), learning support teachers and single subjects (Mandarin, PE and Music) teachers



Reports Throughout the year comments about your child’s progress in Units of Inquiry will be posted to the Gateway. Information about these dates will be sent to you via the BHS school newsletter. At the end of year you will also receive additional report comments about your child’s Language Development in English and Mandarin as well as comments for Mathematics, Physical Education (PE), Music and a general comment about your child’s learning and attitude plus next steps for learning. Where applicable, comments for SEN will also be included. Please note that the written reports are only one aspect of our reporting process. We also have parent teacher conferences/3-way conferences and Student Led Conferences throughout the year. Newsletters We have a school newsletter which includes a message from the Principal, curriculum news, forthcoming events at the school and a lot more. This is posted fortnightly to the BHS website, usually on Friday afternoons. Weekly updates Each week, on Fridays, we send home via email a link to the weekly update for each year group. Updates are also sent home monthly for Physical Education, Music and Mandarin. These are also available on the school website. The weekly updates provide important information about upcoming events, trips and reminders as well as keeping parents informed as to what the children are doing in class and the homework. Unit of Inquiry overview For each Unit of Inquiry there is an overview which outlines the main ideas, focus skills, knowledge for the unit, and the summative task. They are designed to give parents an idea of what the unit is about. These overviews are posted to the website throughout the year and around the time the unit is being implemented. Parent Workshops and Information Evenings Regular workshops are hosted for parents and provide insights into curriculum initiatives and advice on how to support children’s learning. We also have information evenings for parents to inform them about camps in Years 3 to 6. Parental Involvement We welcome parental involvement by asking for volunteer helpers in the lower year levels to help with small groups or listen to children read. We encourage parents with expertise in particular areas to support the learning in Units of Inquiry by giving talks to the children. We also often need parental support on our class field trips and at times to help organise resources. We also encourage parents to be involved with the Parent Teacher Association (PTA) in organising special school events and activities.
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