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Comparing: (Han China and Rome) Brief Outline Mr. Blankenship – The Slim Ninja  Premise: Back in the old days…before the changes to the 2011-2012 AP World History curriculum…students would have had to compare the Chinese and Roman Empires….it was even an essay on the national exam one year. But now…when you look at Key Concept 2.2 / II / A, B and C – you only have to know ONE of the following classical empires: (China, Persia, Rome and India). Well…you already wrote an essay comparing China and India…we covered Persia over a few days….and now Rome…so we covered ALL of them…here are just some nice comparison points for comparing classical Chinese empires to Rome. I.



Empire Building:  Both empires ruled large masses of territory in orderly fashion for a considerable period of time (c. 400 years for China and c. 500 for Rome) – the population levels of the two empires were also remarkable similar – with more than 50 million each and…they occupied a similar area 1.5 million square miles.  Both empires had clearly emphasized territorial expansion prior to the advent of these regimes (In Rome expansion began during the Republic while in China under the Qin – remember Qin Shi Huang Di carrying around a HUGE hammer? What a nice guy!  Both empires “defined” themselves in “universal” terms – the Romans spoke of bringing “almost the entire world” under their control – yeah – but not Flowery Branch…and China was said to encompass “all under heaven”.  Both empires strove for economic integration – (Look at Key Concept 2.2 / II / C – it says: “Much of the success of the empires rested on their promotion of trade and economic integration by building and maintaining roads and issuing currencies”) We spoke about this with the Chinese and the Persian and now Yaggy’s Roman Empire!  The Han continued the policy of building roads, bridges, and canal systems to link major parts of the empire, which in turn, allowed specialization and trade among the major regions – and I think the Chinese built some defensive walls….just can’t remember for sure (JUST KIDDING) – OF COURSE THEY BUILT WALLS!!!!!!!!!!!!  The Romans also supported a system of road building, bridges, canals protective walls, those aqueduct things and creation of sea ports – such as the establishment of granaries in Sicily, North Africa and elsewhere that it could then reach throughout the Mediterranean trade routes.



II.



The Political Integration A. China:  



“Ideological” promotion - the Han dynasty attempted to further Confucian thought as a means of inculcating certain values in the elite – and possibly other classes – in order to promote (loyalty / devotion to the state). The Emperors continued a tradition of emphasizing their divine – “semi-divine” majesty – the concept of the “Son of Heaven” – Emperors would engage in (festivals / procession / parades) that would promote their (splendor and remoteness) – at least to the urban poor.







The Han introduced the first clear system of bureaucracy – in which the central government designated representatives in the provinces – representing the interests of the central government.



B. Rome:  



 



III.



Many Roman writers – particularly early in the empire – were eager to sing the praises of the emperors and the imperial system (but the Romans did not give as much attention to the creation of an imperial bureaucracy as China). Rome developed a somewhat more rudimentary bureaucracy than the Chinese – relying more on regional aristocratic elites and the army to BEAT PEOPLE DOWN – but the key thing to note about the Romans is that they placed more emphasis on the “legal” system and the “rule of law” across the empire – which was applicable equally to all the people of the realm – dealing with matters of justice, property, commerce and even family life. In a sense…for the Romans…it was good laws that made for good government…for the Chinese…it was good men – you know…those Confucian guys. Rome did not usually assert the divinity of the emperors themselves but surpassed the Han in imperial monuments, triumphal processions – and emphasis placed on the majesty of the emperor.



The Integration of Territory A. China:  







On the whole – the Chinese worked “harder” at integrating its vast territory than the Romans. The Chinese planted larger colonies of peoples in frontier regions – this was especially the case with regards to the southern region of China – where thousands of “northern” Chinese were brought in a process of ethnic “mixing” – and encouraged the common use of Mandarin at the elite and bureaucratic levels. In the modern sense – China is still dealing with this – in regards to regions such as Tibet – so a theme of “continuity over time”.



B. Rome:     



Rome planted colonies of soldiers that could begin to foster Roman lifestyles in remote provinces (such as England) – but these were smaller colonies and not intended for population integration. The Romans encouraged the use of Latin by the upper class – although it never managed to erase the predominance of Greek in upper-class circles in the eastern Mediterranean. The Romans emphasized the expansion of Roman citizenship. Despite these integrating devices, Rome was content to establish a “looser” control over most of its provinces and to rely on local autonomy – even Kings who took an allegiance to Roman imperial authority was allowed to exist. In a sense the Chinese were more ruthless integrators than the Romans.



IV.



Policy of Expansion A. China:  



China was capable of surviving a cessation of expansion and was more willing to “deal” with borderline territories than Rome – a.k.a. – customer service! The Chinese definitely pushed the boundaries of empire out well beyond the so-called “Middle Kingdom” – but when they had reached a sustainable point, they did not feel the need to compensate for the cessation of expansion – for example – China looked at places like Korea and Vietnam in terms of tributary status – instead of complete imperial takeover.



B. Rome: 



  



V.



Culture: 



 







VI.



Rome’s appetites in this regard seemed to have been less clearly bounded. One reason for this may be that the Mediterranean value system was, quite simply, more militaristic than the Chinese – the importance of military “valor” in the Mediterranean probably played a greater role in defining the upper class “identity” than did it did in Chinese society. The Romans needed additional territory as a means of rewarding generals and soldiers. The Romans needed expansion to provide a continuing supply of slaves to the labor system. Rome more clearly began to decline when it reached the point at which expansion became impossible, after about 180 C.E.



Han China was unquestionably the more culturally creative of the two empires – while Rome’s literature, art, and architecture – at least until the imperial conversion to Christianity – tended to derive more from earlier Greek experience. Classical China was also more creative in the area of technologies, particularly “production” technologies. Before the Han dynasty – classical China created basic philosophical and religious systems in a way that Rome did not – hence – Confucianism and Taoism. However – Han China nor Classical Rome developed or sustained cultural systems on their own that satisfied the spiritual needs of important segments of the population. The Han dynasty’s emphasis was on Confucianism, while classical Rome’s emphasis was on civic religion. (Both empires would see the “importation” of a “foreign” religion from outside of their cultural centers – for Rome – it would be Christianity – and for China it would be Buddhism from India). Both empires called attention to rituals and themes that would bring loyalty to the imperial system – but neither had systems that were intensely spiritual.



Imperial Collapse: (We will have a whole lecture on the fall of the classical civilizations: Gupta, Han China, Western Rome) – but just some basic things to consider:   



Both began to fade as the quality of individual emperors declined, as they faced invasions from Central Asia and elsewhere, suffered from increasing economic stagnations from disease that reduced overall population levels. Once the western stronghold of the Roman Empire fell, the empire would be remembered and borrowed from by later regimes but would never be reconstituted. The Han dynasty was destroyed but its institutions and achievements were revived by later regimes.
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