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Map 3.2 Growth Efficiency Growth Efficiency is a measurement of the relative proximity to different elements of public service and infrastructure that are needed to support development.
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For more information on the creation of the Growth Efficiency Map, see Appendix 1 Data Sources: Albany County GIS, WyGISC 2006-7, Winston Associates - ForeSee Consulting 2007
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Notes from Local Meetings Notes were taken during meetings held around the county to determine specific area needs. Issues to address in comprehensive plan. Informal discussions with residents of northern Albany County. December 15, 2006. »»



Pave roads



»»



Lack of communication, utilities



»»



Lack of law enforcement, fire services



»»



Problems with access



»»



35-acre ranchettes are starting to show up in former ranchland



»»



Mineral development



»»



Need more tax base



»»



Starting to see new people moving in



»»



Taxes – pay about $6000 per year on 25,000 acres



»»



Road maintenance needed



A1.3 Project Website The Comprehensive Plan consultants maintained a project website that displayed documents generated during the planning process such as: meeting minutes, public survey results, proposed plans and drawings, photographs, and meeting schedules. The website address was distributed at public workshops and a feedback e-mail address proved helpful in collecting pertinent comments on key plan issues The information, comments, and concerns were gathered and considered throughout the process and provide the basis for this update.



A1.4 Community Survey A telephone survey was conducted of 500 random households in Albany County to test out major ideas in the comprehensive plan, particularly implementation strategies. The survey follows. Hello, I’m __________ from FMMA, a public opinion research firm. We’re conducting a survey about issues that concern people in Albany County. I am not trying to sell you anything. May I speak with the adult in your household who most recently celebrated a birthday? 1. 



Are you 18 years of age or older and currently a resident of Albany County?



Yes: 100% No: THIS SURVEY ASKS YOU TO RESPOND TO DIFFERENT ISSUES RELATED TO LAND USE PLANNING IN ALBANY COUNTY, AND WILL BE USED AS PART OF THE COUNTY’S COMPREHENSIVE PLAN TO HELP GUIDE FUTURE GROWTH AND DEVELOPMENT IN THE COUNTY. THE FIRST SET OF QUESTIONS ASKS ABOUT App-8
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YOUR GENERAL OPINIONS AND KNOWLEDGE OF LAND USE PLANNING IN ALBANY COUNTY. 2. 3. 4. 



How familiar are you with existing land use regulations in Albany County, such as zoning and subdivision regulations? Very familiar: 5% Somewhat familiar: 34% Not too familiar: 35% Not at all familiar: 25% Prior to this phone call, had you heard that Albany County is creating a comprehensive plan for future growth and development in the County? Yes, great deal: 15% Yes, a little: 48% No, had not heard: 36% Next, I’m going to read you a list of issues and services that may be affected by growth and development. For each, please tell me if you think the current system of land use regulations in Albany County has had a generally positive or negative impact in each area.







MJR. MIN. MIN. MJR. (DK/ POS. POS. NEG. NEG. NA)



[ ]a. [ ]b. [ ]c. [ ]d. [ ]e. 



Fire and sheriff protection Emergency response times Road conditions Property taxes Individual property owner rights 



28% 33% 12% 13% 13% 



5. 



Do you feel there is a need for better land use planning in Albany County?







Yes: No: Need more information: DK/NA: 







34% 27% 24% 29% 31% 



14% 10% 23% 21% 18% 



8% 7% 28% 16% 13% 



16% 23% 12% 20% 25%



78% 13% 4% 5%



NOW LET ME ASK YOU SOME QUESTIONS ABOUT FUTURE DEVELOPMENT IN ALBANY COUNTY. 6. 







Do you think that new commercial development should be concentrated in or near already established communities, such as Laramie, Rock River and Centennial? Yes: No: Need more information DK/NA 



83% 15% 1% 2%
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7. 







8. 







Do you think that new industrial development should be concentrated in or near already established developments or facilities? Yes: No: Need more information: DK/NA: 



69% 24% 4% 3%



Do you think that new residential development should be concentrated in or near already established communities, such as Laramie, Rock River and Centennial? Yes: No: Need more information: DK/NA: 



76% 20% 1% 3%



9. 



Next, I am going to read you some potential goals of the comprehensive plan for land use in Albany County. Please tell me how important each goal is to you: extremely important, very important, somewhat important, or not important: (ROTATE) EXT. VERY SMWT NOT DK/ IMP. IMP. IMP. IMP. NA [ ]a. Maintaining the appearance of scenic views along roads in the County 28% 45% 21% 6% 0% [ ]b. Reducing the amount of junk, including garbage and inoperable ve24% 33% 29% 14% 1% hicles, which is openly stored on private property in the County



10. Next, I will read you a series of statements about Albany County’s comprehensive land use plan that were made at various public meetings held over the winter. Please tell me if you generally agree or disagree with each statement. (IF AGREE/DIAGREE ASK: “Do you strongly or somewhat AGREE/DISAGREE?”)



[ ]a. Albany County should promote continued agricultural uses of land. [ ]b. Albany County should encourage development to occur in areas that are “growth efficient,” meaning that they are easy for the sheriff, fire department, and emergency medical services to reach. [ ]c. Albany County should guide development to protect natural resources such as groundwater, floodplains, wetlands, crucial wildlife habitat. [ ]d. Albany County should guide development to protect significant cultural and historic resources like historic ranches and trails. [ ]e. Albany County should adopt building codes to require minimum safety standards for new construction. [ ]f. Albany County should adopt stricter zoning regulations to guide development to suitable locations. [ ]g. Albany County should adopt stricter subdivision regulations to guide development to suitable locations.
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AGREE



SMWT AGREE



DISMJR DISN/A AGREE AGREE



64%



26%



6%



2%



2%



60%



33%



4%



2%
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80%



16%



2%



2%



0%



61%



32%



3%



3%



1%



67%



21%
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6%



1%
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30%
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31%



16%



5%



2%
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11. Now, I am going to read you a list of a few approaches Albany County could take to guide growth and development. After I read each one, please tell me whether it sounds like something you would support or oppose. (IF SUPPORT/ OPPOSE, ASK: “Is that strongly (SUPPORT/OPPOSE) or just somewhat?”) (ROTATE) STRNG SUPP. [ ]a. Requiring developers to demonstrate reasonable access to water, for drinking purposes and fire protection, prior to approval of new development. [ ]b. Requiring developers of urban-style subdivisions close to the City of Laramie to pave their roads. [ ]c. Requiring that new subdivisions create a road improvement district or homeowners’ association to maintain subdivision roads prior to approval of the subdivision. [ ]d. Requiring homeowners in areas that are fire-prone to take measures to reduce the danger of fire, for example, by using non-combustible materials or clearing vegetation away from their home. [ ]e. Requiring developers to pay higher fees if they develop in areas of the county that are less suitable for development, for example, in very remote areas of the county. [ ]f. Providing incentives for developers to locate new development in areas that are appropriate for development. [ ]g. Working with private landowners to voluntarily guide development to appropriate locations.



SMWT SUPP.



SMWT OPPOSE



STRNG. OPPOSE



DK/ NA



76%



20%



3%
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1%
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25%



14%



10%



4%



42%



35%



10%



10%



3%



63%



25%



8%



3%



1%



41%



23%



18%



13%



5%



44%



38%



8%



6%



3%



41%



43%



6%



5%



5%



12. My next question deals with a concept known as “conservation easements.” Conservation easements are voluntary agreements between a landowner and a government agency. They are made to protect natural, scenic, and/or agricultural features of land by limiting the type and amount of development permitted on the property. The landowner keeps title and use of the land, but gives up some right to develop it. As compensation, the landowner gets a tax break and may or may not also receive a monetary payment. The terms of the easement are made with agreement from both the landowner and the easement holder. Based on this description, would you support or oppose encouraging more conservation easements in Albany County? (IF SUPPORT/OPPOSE, ASK: “Is that strongly SUPPORT/OPPOSE or just somewhat?”) 



Strongly support: Somewhat support: Somewhat oppose: Strongly oppose : DK/NA: 
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45% 31% 6% 13% 4%
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13. My next question deals with a concept known as “conservation easements.” Conservation easements are voluntary agreements between a landowner and a private, non-profit conservation organization. They are made to protect natural, scenic, and/or agricultural features of land by limiting the type and amount of development permitted on the property. The landowner keeps title and use of the land, but gives up some right to develop it. As compensation, the landowner gets a tax break and may or may not also receive a monetary payment. The terms of the easement are made with agreement from both the landowner and the easement holder. 



Based on this description, would you support or oppose encouraging more conservation easements in Albany County? (IF SUPPORT/OPPOSE, ASK: “Is that strongly SUPPORT/OPPOSE or just somewhat?”) Strongly support: Somewhat support: Somewhat oppose: Strongly oppose: DK/NA: 



45% 30% 10% 10% 5%



14. Now, I am going to read you a number of other ideas that have been proposed for Albany County. After I read each one, please tell me whether it sounds like something you would support or oppose. STRNG SUPP. [ ]a. Promoting the formation of a land trust, which is an organization that works with landowners who voluntarily wish to either donate or sell their right to develop their land by placing it under a conservation easement. [ ]b. Increasing public educational efforts regarding land use planning and development. [ ]c. Using public money to purchase land or development rights for environmentally sensitive areas such as wetlands or aquifer recharge areas. [ ]d. Creating stricter regulations to control junk in the County [ ]e. Creating regulations that reduce the signs and billboards along roads [ ]f. Building a trail system, for either motorized or non-motorized use, in the County for recreational use [ ]g. Preserving large areas of open space in the County [ ]h. Using public money to purchase land for recreational purposes [ ]i. Encouraging or assisting landowners in developing wind energy on their property



SMWT SUPP.



SMWT OPPOSE



STRNG. OPPOSE



DK/ NA



41%



36%



9%



8%



5%



58%



35%



4%



1%



2%



51%



26%



12%



10%



1%



58%



26%



7%



6%



3%



42%



33%



15%



7%



4%



42%



31%



13%



11%



2%



61%



26%



7%



5%



2%



42%



35%



11%



11%



1%



59%



64%



5%



3%



2%



[ ]j. Now let me ask you about another issue. When property owners want to subdivide their property, they are sometimes required to undergo a subdivision review where the County makes sure that there will be adequate roads and fire and police protection to serve the proposed new development. In some cases, however, proposed subdivisions with large lots are exempt from review by the County. Do you support or oppose exempting proposed subdivisions with large lots from review by the County? 



Strongly support Somewhat support Somewhat oppose 
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14% 12% 24% Albany County Comprehensive Plan







Strongly oppose Need more info DK/NA 



[ ]k. 



Which types of subdivisions do you think should be exempt from review by the County: Only subdivisions with lots larger than 35 acres Only subdivisions with lots larger than 100 acres Only subdivisions with lots larger than 160 acres Need more information DK/NA 



45% 3% 1%



45% 18% 18% 10% 9%



HERE ARE MY LAST QUESTIONS, AND THEY ARE FOR STATISTICAL PURPOSES ONLY. [ ]l. Do you own land in Albany County? 



Yes: No DK/NA 



71% 28% 1%



[ ]m. 



Where is your land located:



15. 



In what part of Albany County is your land: (READ LIST)



Within the town limits of Rock River Within the city limits of Laramie In unincorporated Albany County Both in city limits and unincorporated Albany County DK/NA 



3% 62% 26% 8% 2%



Primarily south of Interstate 80 Primarily north of Interstate 80 and South of the town of Rock River Primarily north of the town of Rock River DK/Refused 



51% 35% 1% 14%



16. 



How many acres do you own in Albany County?



17. 



Would you consider developing part of your land for non-agricultural purposes (e.g., residential development)?



5 acres or less 5 - 34 acres 35 – 99 acres 100 - 640 acres More than 640 acres DK/NA 



Yes No Maybe DK/NA 2%
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74% 9% 7% 3% 3% 4%



15% 80% 2%
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18. 



Do you earn your primary income from farm or ranch activities?







Yes No DK/NA 



19. 



How many months per year do you live in Albany County?







Less than 3 months 4-6 months 7-9 months 10-12 months DK/NA 



20. 



For how many years have you lived in Albany County?







0-5 years 6-10 years 11-20 years 20+ years BORN AND RAISED DON’T KNOW 1%



21. 



In what year were you born? 



22. 



What was the last level of school you completed?







Less than grade 12 Grade 12 Less than 4yrs of College College Graduate (4) Post graduate work Professional School REFUSED/NA 



23. 



What is your employment status?







Full time employed Part time employed 



5% 94% 1%



1989-1983 (18-24) 1982-1978 (25-29) 1977-1973 (30-34) 1972-1968 (35-39) 1967-1963 (40-44) 1962-1958 (45-49) 1957-1953 (50-54) 1952-1948 (55-59) 1947-1943 (60-64) 1942-1933 (65-74) 1932 or earlier (75 & over) DK/NA 
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1% 2% 2% 95% 1%



20% 13% 18% 45% 2%



8% 8% 10% 8% 9% 12% 11% 8% 7% 9% 8% 2%



2% 16% 20% 31% / 29% 1%



59% 11% Albany County Comprehensive Plan







Student Retired Homemaker Not employed at this time DK/NA 



2% 20% 3% 4% 1%



24. I don’t need to know the exact amount, but I’m going to read you some categories for household income. Would you please stop me when I have read the category indicating the total combined income for all the people in your household before taxes in 2006? 



$25,000 and under $25,001 - $50,000 $50,001 - $75,000 $75,001 - $100,000 More than $100,000 Refused 



15% 22% 26% 15% 13% 9%



25. 



What is your ZIP code?







82070 82072 Other Refused 



26. 



Do you have any additional comments about the Albany County Comprehensive Plan?



51% 44% 3% 2%



Should preserve natural areas/resources: 4% It is a positive/necessary thing 3% Development should be controlled 3% Need more information 3% Should be considered carefully 1% Could infringe on property owners rights 1% Should concentrate on roads 1% Should not limit growth 1% Need an Albany county plan 1% County needs cleaned up 1% Growth should be restricted/stopped 1% Questions pertaining to tax liability 1% Needs to be advertised/published/notify 1% Against it 1% It is good to get peoples feedback 0% Should address education 0% Need more action 0% Albany is a slow growth county 0% Need a better subdivision plan 0% Should not push environmental issues too much 0% Need fire departments 0% Other 3% No/None/Nothing 66% Don’t Know 2% Refused 5%
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App-8. Notes from Local Meetings. Notes were taken during meetings held around the county to determine specific area .... Requiring developers to pay higher fees if they develop .... How many months per year do you live in Albany County? 
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