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Concerted Prayer (Colossians 4:2-4) Dr. Jim Cecy



Introduction: To “act in concert” is to do something in mutual agreement and unity. Our renewed commitment this year is to “Concentrate on concerted prayer.”



Overview of Colossians 3-4 • Putting Christ first in our lives (3:1-17) in our homes (3:18-21) and in our jobs (3:22-4:1) • Putting Christ first in our communication with God (4:2-4) with unbelievers (4:4-5) and with all men (4:6) The foundation upon which all other communication is built is our communication with God. Colossians 4:2-4 “Devote yourselves to prayer, keeping alert in it with an attitude of thanksgiving; praying at the same time for us as well, that God will open up to us a door for the word, so that we may speak forth the mystery of Christ, for which I have also been imprisoned; that I may make it clear in the way I ought to speak.” Ephesians 6:18-20 “With all prayer and petition pray at all times in the Spirit, and with this in view, be on the alert with all perseverance and petition for all the saints, and pray on my behalf, that utterance may be given to me in the opening of my mouth, to make known with boldness the mystery of the gospel, for which I am an ambassador in chains; that in proclaiming it I may speak boldly, as I ought to speak.”



I. Being Devoted to Prayer



Colossians 4:2 “Devote yourselves to prayer...”



“devote yourselves” = Greek: (proskartereo) = attending to something constantly (cf. Acts 6:4) Prayer is the intimate communication between an adoring child and a loving Heavenly Father. Proverbs 15:8 “The sacrifice of the wicked is an abomination to the Lord, but the prayer of the upright is His delight.” Acts 1:14 “These all with one mind were continually devoting themselves to prayer...” Ephesians 6:18 “With all prayer and petition pray at all times in the Spirit, and with this in view, be on the alert with all perseverance...” cf. Lessons from the Parable of the Unjust Judge (Luke 18:1-8) and The Parable of the Desperate Man (Luke 11:5-10) cf. Lessons from the story of Jacob wrestling the Lord at Peniel. He was given the name Israel = “He who strives with God” P.U.S.H. = PRAY UNTIL SOMETHING HAPPENS



II. Being Alert in Prayer



Colossians 4: 2 “...keeping alert in it...”



“keeping alert” = Greek: gregoreo = keep on watching with a keen eye open Matthew 6:7-8 “And when you are praying, do not use meaningless repetition, as the Gentiles do, for they suppose that they will be heard for their many words. Therefore do not be like them...” “The shortest distance between a problem and a solution is the distance between your knees and the floor.” • Mark 13:37 “And what I say to you I say to all, „Be on the alert!‟” • Luke 21:36 “But keep on the alert at all times, praying that you may have strength to escape all these things that are about to take place, and to stand before the Son of Man.”
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• 1 Corinthians 16:13 “Be on the alert, stand firm in the faith, act like men, be strong.” • 1 Peter 5:8 “Be of sober spirit, be on the alert. Your adversary, the devil, prowls about like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour.” • Ephesians 6:18 “...be on the alert with all perseverance...” • Sometimes the spirit is willing but the body is weak — and we are too physically exhausted to pray. (Note: Jesus spoke about this in Mt. 26:41; Mk 14:38; Lk. 22:40, 46) • Sometimes the body is willing but the spirit is weak — and we just don‟t want to pray. 1 Thessalonians 5:6 “...let us not sleep as others do but let us be alert and sober.”



III. Being Thankful in Prayer Colossians 4:2 “Devote yourselves to prayer, keeping alert in it with an attitude of thanksgiving...” Developing an attitude of gratitude... Philippians 4:6 “Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.” 1 Thessalonians 5:18 “...in everything give thanks; for this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus.”



IV. Practicing Intercessory Prayer Colossians 4:3 “...praying at the same time for us as well...” lit. “...praying together also concerning us...” “How dare we talk to men about God until we have first talked to God about men?” (E.M. Bounds) Matt 6:9 “OUR Father who art in heaven...” Matt 6:11 “Give US this day our daily bread...lead US not into temptation...” Matt. 6:12 “...forgive US OUR debts...as WE forgive OUR debtors.” Matt 6:13 “...do not lead US into temptation, but deliver US from evil...” WE are to pray for US!



Our Concerted Prayer “Heavenly Father, thank you that by the blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, you have made it possible for us to have direct access to your Throne of Grace. Thank you, Lord, that you delight in the prayers of your children. We ask that in this new year, you would...     



increase our personal devotion to prayer keep us on the alert create in us a deeper attitude of thankfulness stimulate us to be praying for others make us a church with an even greater passion to communicate with you.



We ask all of this in the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. © 2013 Dr. James M. Cecy, Campus Bible Church, Fresno, CA. 93726 www.campusbiblechurch.com
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Jan 6, 2013 - it I may speak boldly, as I ought to speak.â€� I. Being Devoted to ... P.U.S.H. = PRAY UNTIL SOMETHING HAPPENS. II. Being Alert in Prayer. 
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