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UNIT 1: ANCIENT WORLD Section 3: Rise and Fall of Great Empires



Prentice Hall Brief Review: Global History and Geography



Who was Confucius? You now know that the Zhou Dynasty, which ruled China from approximately 1027 B.C.E. until 221 B.C.E., introduced the idea of the Mandate of Heaven. This was a belief that rulers could only be in power as long as they are liked by the gods. The Mandate of Heaven also justified the dynastic ruler’s claim to power. The ruling family could say that the rulers of the dynasty before it had become corrupt, so the gods took their power away. But problems across China did not let the Zhou Dynasty hold onto power without a battle: The later phase of the Zhou Dynasty, between 441 B.C.E. and 221 B.C.E., was characterized by chaos. Constant wars broke out between places and order was very weak. This period is called the Era of Warring States. It was at this time that philosophers were thinking of ways to bring order to their dangerous and hurtful society. Confucius, who lived from approximately 551 B.C.E. to 479 B.C.E., looked for solutions to these problems. He taught and expressed his ideas by answering questions, and his students collected his statements into a book called The Analects. Although he was not famous when he lived, he became the most influential thinker in Chinese history (and the most quoted individual in fortune cookies). His philosophy came to be known as Confucianism.



What is Confucianism? Confucianism teaches that there is a natural social order to society which can best be explained through the Five Relationships: 1. 2. 3. 4. 5.



Ruler to ruled Father to son Older brother to younger brother Husband to wife Friend to friend



In these relationships, the second role is considered subordinate to the first. It was taught that if everyone knew their place in society, then order would prevail. There are several concepts which needed to be practiced in order to achieve an ordered society: •



• •



Jen – Confucius defined jen as the human quality that leads people to live harmoniously in society. The idea of jen is partly the idea of sympathy with other people and partly the idea of, “That which you do not want done to you, do not do to others,” as Confucius said. There is no word in English that quite has the same meaning. Li – Proper etiquette should always be used, and one should strive to achieve perfect virtue Filial Piety – One should respect their elders



UNIT 1: ANCIENT WORLD Section 3: Rise and Fall of Great Empires



Prentice Hall Brief Review: Global History and Geography



“The strength of a nation derives from the integrity of the home.” YOUR TASK 1. 2. 3.



You will first read over the handout on Confucianism You will then discuss a Confucius quote (shown above) with your group members You will then discuss the quote on the space below, incorporating information you read in the handout • If you need help, let some of these questions guide your discussion and response: • What do you think the meaning behind the quote is? • Do you agree with it? Why? If not, why not? • Is there a deeper meaning to what Confucius is saying? • Is this true in our modern society?



NAME _________________________________ PERIOD _____ DATE _______________________



______________________________________________________________ ______________________________________________________________ ______________________________________________________________ ______________________________________________________________ ______________________________________________________________ ______________________________________________________________ ______________________________________________________________ ______________________________________________________________ ______________________________________________________________ ______________________________________________________________ ______________________________________________________________ Vocabulary Help Integrity the quality of being honest and having strong moral principles; moral uprightness. "he is known to be a man of integrity" synonyms: honest, good character, morals, righteousness, decency, fairness, trustworthiness Derives obtain something from (a specified source). "they derived great comfort from the warm fire" synonyms: obtain, take, gain, attain, get, acquire
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incompatibility of Hegel's ethical system with making Abraham the father of faith. He does say, .... Pure practical reason gives the moral law in the form of the.
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Q&A sites continue to flourish as a large number of users rely on them as useful ... for instance, in China, 25% of Google's top-search-results pages contain at least one link to some .... of the general NLP and AI research with more than ten years o
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