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The College Planning Handbook INTRODUCTION



Welcome to the college process. Since you have already gone through a selective admissions process when you applied to Northside, you have a sense of what’s involved. You have taken appropriate testing, filled out application forms and researched schools. This time, the task may appear more daunting. There are more than 2500 colleges and universities in the United States - not to mention universities in Canada and overseas - from which to develop a list of appropriate matches. You have also heard about the realities of today's competitive admission picture at the most selective colleges and the increasing tuition costs at these schools. You are maybe left wondering, "Which schools will admit me, and can I afford to attend?" Northside’s counseling staff stands ready to guide you through the college admissions maze, ready to talk with you about your choices and your concerns as we work together in the months ahead. In addition, we offer you this guide. The College Planning Handbook offers vital information all in one convenient place. The information highlights planning as well as the Northside application process. The spring of your junior year is a time when we get to meet and form a relationship that focuses on college. In summer and fall of your senior year, campus visits, research, and college lists are finalized. By early winter, the applications are completed. Finally, in the winter and spring, college admissions officers are making their decisions, and you finally make your choice. This guidebook is written directly for you the student, although it is intended to be shared with parents and other people who are also interested in its contents. We suggest that families review together the contents at the beginning of the process, as well as at appropriate times throughout the coming year. Please remember that this guidebook is only a resource; it cannot replace the important personal contact that you and your family will have with the Northside Counseling Office. The college process is one of self-discovery, when students take stock of their ambitions, strengths, and challenges as they begin to build a list of college choices. Students are responsible for contacting colleges for interview appointments, signing up for appropriate tests by the deadlines, and putting the necessary energy and work into all aspects of the application process. Just as you were responsible for attending to your academic commitments and your personal needs at Northside, you must invest fully in researching and applying to colleges. At all times, you should be at the center of your college admissions process, learning to take charge of it and eventually owning it. In this endeavor, your parents and counselor will support and encourage you. As stewards, your counselor will offer you important guidance along the way. Your college counselor is a counselor, not a placement officer, who supports you in your choices and offers a realistic assessment of your chances of admission to colleges. Your parents will offer you moral support and encouragement along the way. The process requires close communication and cooperation among the important players: student, parents and counselor. Success is most often achieved when we all approach our various roles with an open mind, humor, and commitment. The Northside Counseling Office believes that the college admissions process involves a partnership between you and your counselor. The success of this partnership depends upon both students and counselors fulfilling their obligations and maintaining open communication throughout the admissions process. Sincerely, The Northside Counseling Staff
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STEPS TO COLLEGE PLANNING STEP 1: KNOW YOURSELF AND YOUR REASONS FOR ATTENDING COLLEGE. You will be the one to attend college so the final decision is yours. When you research a school, consider how it will fit with your interests, background, future plans, and dreams. You must be able to recognize your strengths and weaknesses. The academics offered are very important, but you must remember that you will be spending, at least, the next four years on this campus with these students. STEP 2: CONSIDER COLLEGE CHARACTERISTICS. The majors offered are the most important aspects of a college choice, but what if you are undecided? There are other characteristics that are also important which relate to your needs and preferences. The location and the size of the school, accreditation, student life, cost, support services, and the admission policy must be considered during your research. STEP 3: LIST, COMPARE, AND VISIT COLLEGES. By using the variety of resources available, an informed decision can be made. The counseling office has access to many catalogues and software packages to aid in your search. NAVIANCE programs are excellent resources for comparing and contrasting colleges and careers. Remember, the best way to make your decision is to visit the campus and personally talk to students and faculty. STEP 4: APPLY FOR ADMISSIONS AND OBSERVE DEADLINES. Researching the schools to narrow your choices is important. You should take into consideration the cost of the school and its scholarship requirements. When you have made your decisions you should work with your counselor to compile your applications. Each of the applications for admission should include documents such as high school transcripts, letters of recommendation, test scores, and essays. The completed application must be submitted by the college’s deadline. STEP 5: DEVELOP A PLAN TO FINANCE YOUR EDUCATION. Start by talking with your parents to explore all possible resources, i.e. savings, summer earnings, and scholarships. In addition, start discussing financial aid options such as loans and grants. After being accepted to a college, check to see if they offer any special scholarships particular to that school. Make sure to apply for financial aid as early as possible. STEP 6: REVIEW AND FINALIZE YOUR PLANS. Consider all of the information you have compiled with the schools to which you have been accepted in order to make your final decision. Remember that you will be attending this school for the next few years and your decision must be based on your goals and needs.
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JUNIOR COLLEGE PLANNING CALENDAR For Juniors, the suggested steps for college planning include: ●



BE DETERMINED TO DO YOUR BEST. Your grades will have the greatest impact on the college acceptance process.



●



TALK WITH YOUR PARENTS. It is important to know what they can afford when making your college decisions.



●



MEET WITH YOUR COUNSELOR FREQUENTLY. It is important to make sure you are taking the right courses for the college of your choice. Finalize your senior course selections. Evaluate your extracurricular and community service activities. Talk through your thoughts about college.



●



TAKE THE ACT AND/OR THE SAT. Take both tests the spring of your junior year. You will take the ACT in March as part of the district/state assessment program. You can re-take the test in June of your junior year or early fall of your senior year. Take the SAT IIs to showcase your strengths and if they are required or recommended by the colleges you are considering.



●



MEET WITH VISITING COLLEGE REPRESENTATIVES. College representatives often visit during lunch periods or after school to provide information to prospective students. This is a great way to get a feel for a variety of schools and an opportunity to ask questions. Look for the schedule of visits in the daily announcements, NAVIANCE, and on the Northside Website. Add any colleges you are considering to your NAVIANCE prospective college list so that you can receive e-mail reminders of scheduled visits for colleges of interest.



●



COMPLETE YOUR SELF-ASSESSMENT AND SCHEDULE YOUR COLLEGE CONFERENCE. Finish your selfassessment by March 14, 2017, and schedule your individual college conference with you and your parent(s). There is a direct correlation between the quality of your self-assessment and the quality of your college conference and letter of recommendation. A sample is included in this handbook.



●



RESEARCH INTERESTING SUMMER OPPORTUNITIES. These opportunities can be summer courses, community service, internships, job, travel or other activities. Find activities that are important and interesting to you. Remember, idle summers can impact tight admission decisions. Check the counseling website for various opportunities!



●



VISIT SCHOOLS IN THE AREA. This will help you get a feel for what you are looking for in a school. There are a variety of public and private schools in and around Chicago. Although many of the schools will come to visit Northside in the fall, it is beneficial to personally visit colleges as well. Ideal visit: tour, meet with an admission counselor, sit in on a class, meet with a professor, and spend the night on campus with a current student.



●



BEGIN RESEARCHING COLLEGES. Research can be done on the Internet, as well as by talking to your counselor. We also recommend using NAVIANCE to enhance your college search.
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SENIOR COLLEGE PLANNING CALENDAR For Seniors, the suggested steps for college planning include: September • Take the SAT and ACT exams, if needed. Dates are included in this packet. • Meet early in September with your counselor to revisit your college choice list. • Obtain college applications on the college’s websites and through The Common Application. • Begin to fill out rough draft applications and start college essays. • Meet with college representatives during lunch visits and after school. • Look for scholarship and college representative visit information in daily announcements, the counseling office, NAVIANCE and on Northside’s website. • Begin to utilize Net Price Calculators for specific colleges/universities. October • Keep grades up. They still count! • Take or re-take the ACT and/or SAT/SATII. • Meet with your counselor to review your applications and reduce your college list. • Meet with college representatives during lunch. • Plan interviews if required and/or offered. Visit colleges while the students are in attendance. • Continue writing college essays. • Send in early decision and early action applications to meet deadlines. • Continue research for scholarship information. • Ask for letters of recommendation from counselors and teachers. • Apply for your FSA ID and complete your FAFSA. • CSS/College Scholarship Service Profile available Oct. 1st. November • Take or re-take the ACT and/or SAT. • Review and proofread applications and essays with your counselor, teachers, and parents. • Submit regular and rolling application deadlines. Submit applications early. • Visit colleges. • Meet with college representatives during lunch and continue scholarship search. December • Take or re-take the ACT and/or SAT. • Submit remaining applications to your counselor. • Continue to keep your grades up. • Continue searching for scholarships. • Attend Northside’s Financial Aid Night. • Inform your counselor of any acceptance letters you may receive around this time by updating NAVIANCE.
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January • Request your mid-year grade report through NAVIANCE. • If you have been accepted under a binding early decision plan, you must withdraw all other applications. • Make sure that all of the colleges you have applied to have received all required documents. You may also want to set up interviews or tours of the campuses. • Work on scholarship applications. • Again, continue to work hard and study! February • Continue to keep the counselors informed of any acceptance letters and scholarship awards. • Keep an eye out for scholarship deadlines. • Study, Study, and Study! March • Submit tax forms to the Financial Aid Officer of the colleges that request them. • Mail new information such as improved 3rd quarter grades to colleges that are considering your application. Send any new information that will make your application stronger. • Watch for the Student Aid Report (SAR) to arrive and make sure the colleges you have applied to have also received it. April • • •



May • • • June • • • • •



Watch for acceptance letter(s). Respond to any waitlist opportunities. “Deposit and accept” to the college of your choice in writing by May 1st. Inform your counselor and teachers. Inform all of the colleges in which you were admitted of your final decision.



Acknowledge the acceptance of your financial aid by signing and returning the award letter. Pay the deposit to the college you chose by May 1st. Consider loans if necessary.



Turn in final transcript requests to the school counseling office. Attend any orientation days offered by your new college. Submit any required health forms to the college. Send thank you letters to anyone who helped you through the college process, such as counselors, teachers, and mentors. Graduate and have a good summer - YOU DESERVE IT! Congratulations!
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CRITERIA FOR COLLEGE SELECTION Important factors to consider in assessing appropriate schools that meet your needs and interests: Academic Factors Atmosphere & Competitiveness Off Campus Experience Degree Requirements Independent Study Majors Offered Pre-Professional Programs Student-Faculty Ratio Type of Institution



Accreditation Course Requirements Honors Programs Interdisciplinary Study Learning Communities Undergraduate Research Opportunities Typical Class Size Writing-Intensive Courses



Admission Factors Competition Early Programs & Commitments Average Test Scores, GPA



Deadlines Tests Required Notification Dates



Facilities Athletics Classes, Labs Counseling Services Extracurricular Activities Housing



Library Medical Religious Support Services



Factual Information Attrition/Retention Job Placement Services Graduate School Acceptances Undergraduate Research



Size of Student Body Graduate Test Score Means School Profile Loan Default Rate



Financial Aid Cost Scholarships Work-Study



% Receiving Aid Required Forms Average Aid Package



Personal Religious Affiliations of School Background of Students Location/Weather/Community School Philosophy Student Involvement in Governance of School



Co-ed, Male, Female School Culture Interests of Student Body Student-Faculty Relations Clubs/Extracurricular Activities



Special Programs and Offering Consortia Study Abroad Opportunities Special Interest Residential Halls



Career Services Honors System Pass/Fail/Ungraded
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PLANNING FOR YOUR COLLEGE VISIT Questions you can expect in a college interview: 1. 2. 3. 4. 5. 6. 7. 8. 9.



Why are you interested in this school? What academic areas interest you? What do you hope to do 10 years from now? What do you like/dislike about high school? What was the last book you read? What blogs/websites do you read on a regular basis? What are your extracurricular activities? What do you hope to get from college? What would you bring to our community?



Questions you should ask at an interview: 1. Could you elaborate on the academics fitting my interests? 2. Are there employment opportunities on campus if I do not qualify for work study? 3. What new programs do you anticipate in the coming years? 4. What are some of your most recent graduates doing now? 5. Does this school have a ‘need blind’ admission policy? 6. How many freshmen return as sophomores? 7. Is there any academic support available at no cost to me? (i.e. tutoring, counseling, etc.) 8. What do the students do when they are not studying? Questions to ask other students on campus: 1. How many hours do you spend studying? 2. Do you believe that the professors are available outside of class for questions? 3. How is the food in the cafeterias? 4. Is the library well stocked for research? A quiet place to study? 5. Is it easy to get the classes that you want/need? 6. What do you like most about the school? Least? 7. Why did you choose this school? Would you choose it again? 8. What do the students do on the weekends? Questions to consider when observing a class: 1. Are the students interested in the subject matter? 2. Is there time for questions? If it is a large lecture, are there any small group discussions? 3. Do you feel challenged by this class? 4. Does a professor or a teaching assistant teach this class? 5. Would you feel comfortable meeting with the professor?
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THE APPLICATION PROCESS The college application is a key factor in the admission process. It provides the opportunity for students to present themselves in a positive light. Accomplishments, distinctive characteristics, and skills are unique qualities which allow the student to shine.



APPLICATION OPTIONS: The Common Application – This is a single application accepted by over 600 colleges across the country and world. Students complete the application and send to each common app college they are applying to. Some colleges require supplemental information in addition to the application. This supplemental information is specific to the institution and it is the student’s responsibility to find out what additional information is required. Go to the Common Application website at www.commonapp.org to apply.



Institutional Applications – These applications can be obtained directly from the college.



TIPS FOR COMPLETING THE COLLEGE APPLICATION: − Review the entire application before beginning. Obtain all necessary information from the school. − Follow directions carefully. Review the application for spelling and grammatical errors. − Note all deadlines! You are responsible to meet all of your application deadlines. Review your applications with your counselor well before your deadline. Turn in your Transcript Request Forms to the Counseling Department FOUR WEEKS before your deadlines. You MUST also request transcripts electronically on NAVIANCE. − Create a résumé of your activities, honors, and work experience to submit along with your applications. Prioritize your activities and explain which ones are the most meaningful to you and why. Complete all personal statements, even if they are optional. This allows you to let colleges get to know more about you. You are free to write about anything you think is important about you or that needs to be explained more thoroughly. − Have several people from your counselor, teachers, and parents read your essays. − Make sure your application is your work and accurately and honestly reflects you. RECOMMENDATIONS: Look to see if recommendations are required, if they are, how many. Most large public universities do not require teacher recommendations. Some large public universities simply require counselor recommendations. If colleges require teacher recommendations, select a teacher who knows you well and who can address your leadership, intellectual, academic, and personal qualities. Take into consideration that colleges want recommendations from teachers who can comment on what they have seen from you in their classroom. Try to select a teacher who has had contact with you during your junior year, or who has worked with you over several years.
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Letters of recommendations from teachers provide the following: − Length of time acquainted with you as a student − Type of classes with the teacher − Personal work ethic and style − Anecdotes about your work and your behavior in the classroom − Description of your personality − Overall assessment of your ability to work and succeed in college Letters of recommendation from counselors provide the following: − − − − −



Comments on your academic program and achievement Explanations of any unusual circumstances which impacted your academic performance Comments on the level of rigor of your program An evaluation of your contributions to the school’s community Overall assessment of your ability to succeed in college



When asking for a recommendation, give your teachers and counselors at least FOUR WEEKS notice. This allows them ample time to write a thoughtful and thorough recommendation. Your counselor will not write a recommendation without a completed self-assessment. Check with your teachers two weeks before the recommendations are due to politely remind them of your deadline.



At Northside, we ask that students fill out a self-assessment form, which is available on NAVIANCE. Students can provide counselors with highlights of academic, personal and extracurricular experience. This allows your counselor to write the strongest recommendation possible.



If transcripts and/or recommendations cannot be sent electronically, students will provide teachers with addressed and stamped envelopes to each of the colleges to which they are applying. Students will also provide the Counseling Department with appropriate addressed and stamped envelopes for the mailing of their transcript.



RECOMMENDATION WAIVER AND CONFIDENTIALITY:



Recommendation forms allow a student to waive or not waive his/her rights to review the completed recommendation. If students elect to waive their right, they will not be allowed to review the completed recommendation. If students do not waive their right, then at some point in the future students may review the completed recommendation. Most students waive their right because this communicates to the colleges that the student trusts that their teacher and counselor, who have agreed to write for them, are writing in their best interest. Waiving one’s rights enables counselors and teachers to be candid, which is what admission officials prefer. They depend on the evaluation as a private honest exchange between professionals. They trust that the information is an accurate portrait of the student’s record, ability, personality, and prospects.
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Tips for College Essay Writing 1. Do not write what you think the reader wants to read. The whole point of an essay is for the reader to get to know you. Write what you know and what you feel. Think about each of the questions carefully. If there is more than one question to choose from, consider what you would write for each one. Dishonesty will be obvious to the reader. Remember that the questions are about you and not about a fictional character. Do not be afraid to be creative, humorous, thoughtful and enthusiastic; use the form that best reflects your individuality. What will make your essay distinctive is not the topic, but the way you describe the experience and the impact it had on you. Recount your experience in a way that allows the reader to share in it, and as a result, have insight into your thoughts and personality. 2. List positive personality traits. Think about the moments in your life that show you demonstrating these traits. Select the traits/moments from your life that best relate to your choice of school and intended course of study and write about it. 3. Research the schools you’re applying to and carefully review the websites of those schools. Read the mission and vision statement, the information regarding your intended course of study, and about student life. Finally, review the school’s application, examining the essay prompt very, very carefully. Important: Always respond to the prompt, even if doing so contradicts the advice you have received about writing college essays. 4. Leave yourself enough time to do a good job. This is not an overnight project, even though you may think that you can complete one of these questions in your sleep. A half-hearted effort will be apparent to a trained reader. Read each of the questions and take note of key ideas. Organize your ideas into an outline. Disorganization is obvious to the admissions team and proof that you are not serious about their school. Write a rough draft and let it sit for a day or two. You will gain a better perspective about the work over time. Have someone you trust critique your rough draft. After you have completed the final draft have it read again to check for typos. Do not rely on your computer’s spell and grammar check. Having a teacher read over the essay, grammar and punctuation can make or break your work. 5. Talk to college students, particularly ones attending schools to which you want to apply. Contact your high school’s alumni organization. Contact the admissions office of the schools to which you want to apply and inquire about their alumni organization and student advocacy groups so that you can pose questions. All of these places are ideal to find readers to help revise your essay. 6. Talk to friends, family, and neighbors who have gone to college, particularly ones to which you want to apply. 7. Talk to your counselor who has a wealth of information and can provide additional resources. 8. Re-read your college application essay prompt and begin to draft your essay according to the application guidelines, drawing upon the insights you developed in brainstorming. 9. If applying on-line, draft your essay in a word document. Only after reviewing it with a couple of readers and finishing all of your revisions, cut and paste it into your on-line application.
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The Counseling Office at Northside College Preparatory High School is using a web-based program called TCCI Family Connection also known as NAVIANCE. Because it is web-based, students and parents are able to access this from home. You will be able to research colleges or universities, keep track of your college applications, and transcript requests. Students should be aware if they do not request transcripts on NAVIANCE, it will delay their application process. Every junior in the spring during College Planning Night will be given their personal protected password with their college planning book. There are two ways to access NAVIANCE: directly through http://connection.naviance.northsideprep, or through the link on the main page of Northside’s website. After visiting the website, you will be able to put in your own personal password. Once you are on the website you will have the ability to edit your profile if needed, view your personal and academic information such as GPA’s ACT and SAT test scores. Students will also be able to do:



College Visits:



See on your NAVIANCE page when and at what time the colleges you are interested in will be visiting our school.



College Search:



Search colleges based on location, size of student body, majors offered, or any religious affiliations.



College Lookup:



View specific college admission requirements, college profiles, and direct contact information to the colleges.



Scattergrams:



Show graphs of recent Northside applications results. It also shows average ACT or SAT scores with GPA’s for students admitted to that specific college.



Scholarships:



Search for scholarships and enrichment programs through NAVIANCE.



Resources:



Prepare for standardized tests, scholarships and financial aid, colleges and careers, college athletics, military service, common applications and much more.



Résumé:



Provide information to your counselor about any activities, awards or academic achievements to get a better understanding of your accomplishments.



Students will be able to request their teachers to write letters of recommendations by sending the teacher a notice through NAVIANCE. Please remember that you have to follow your teachers’ guidelines as to how they would like to process your recommendation. Please be aware when requesting letters of recommendation from your teachers, that colleges and universities only allow a certain number of recommendations. Each school determines the maximum number they would like to receive. Once those recommendations have been submitted, we can NOT submit anymore. Please make sure you communicate to your teachers what specific schools you would like for them to submit a letter of recommendation.
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Submitting your College or Scholarship Transcript Requests to the Counseling Office 1. IN THE MAJORITY OF CASES YOU DO NOT HAVE TO BE FINISHED WITH YOUR APPLICATION TO SUBMIT YOUR REQUEST TO THE COUNSELING OFFICE. 2. ENTER YOUR REQUEST ON NAVIANCE AS WELL AS ON PAPER: NAVIANCE is an online system (http://connection.naviance.com/northsideprep). It provides a number of services; including tracking the progress of your request through the Counseling Office. Your NAVIANCE registration code was distributed during College Planning Night on February 3, 2015. You will enter your requests on NAVIANCE, and you will also submit a paper transcript request form. Your transcript and/or Counselor’s Form will not be sent unless you do both. To enter your transcript request for a College Application on NAVIANCE: − Log onto NAVIANCE and click the “colleges” tab. Then click on the “colleges I’m applying to” link. This is under the “My Colleges” heading. Click on the “request transcripts” link. Follow the instructions to add to your list of colleges. − If you are applying Early Decision or Early Action to the college, set the “Type” field to the appropriate application type, then scroll down to the bottom of the screen and click on the “Request Transcripts” button. Do NOT click on any of the transcript options (i.e. include unofficial SAT scores, include unofficial ACT scores, and send mid-year transcript). The Counseling Office will not refer to any of these options. There is a special process for the mid-year transcripts. To enter your transcript request for a Scholarship Application or a Special Program: − Log onto NAVIANCE and click on the “colleges” tab and then click on the “transcripts” link. Click on “Request transcripts for scholarships or athletics” (NOTE: use this link for a special program that requires its own copy of the transcript, even if it is not a scholarship, for example, the Loyola University Honors Program). − Select a “Reason,” enter the “Date due” and the name of the scholarship/program as the “Recipient.” Don’t enter the address, and do NOT click on any of the options (i.e. include unofficial SAT scores, include unofficial ACT scores, and send mid-year transcript). The Counseling Office will not refer to any of these options, and there is a special process for the mid-year transcripts. After you have entered the required information, scroll down to the bottom of the screen and click on “Add Transcript Requests.” Note: You must request the transcript on NAVIANCE before you submit the paper versions of the transcript request to the Counseling Office. − The paper transcript requests are available in the Counseling Office. You must submit a paper transcript request for each college, scholarship and special program to which you need a transcript and/or a Counselor Recommendation (or form) sent.
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3. COMMON APP: Many colleges (but not all) accept the Common Application. For a complete list of the colleges, visit www.commonapp.org. It sometimes happens that a school will accept the Common Application, but also offer its own proprietary application process. We request that if a college accepts the Common App you apply using the Common App, even if the college has its own proprietary application process. To apply to one of the Common App schools, you will have to set up a username and password on commonapp.org. Then sign your Common App FERPA Agreement authorizing all secondary schools you have attended to release all requested records and waiving your right to view any recommendations. You should complete ‘the Education’ Section under ‘Common App’ tab and then click on ‘My Colleges’ tab and go to ‘Assign Recommenders’ and sign your FERPA Agreement.



Next, you will have to logon to Common App, and add each of the common app colleges to your list of colleges on Common App. Then, you will have to enter your name, address, birth date, Northside’s name and CEEB Code (141-342), and list your current courses on Common App. Once you have set up a Common App account, you must link your NAVIANCE account to your Common App account. To do this: logon to NAVIANCE, and click the “colleges” tab. Then click on the “colleges I’m applying to” link. You will see a blue box that has a label “Common App Account Matching.” Then enter your email used to create your Common App account in the appropriate box. Click on the “Match” button (see a screenshot on next page). You must complete these steps before you submit the paper versions of the transcript request to the Counseling Office. Neither your transcript nor your Secondary School Report can be sent unless you have completed all of these Steps.
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The Counseling Office will send the transcript and the School Secondary Report to the college(s) electronically via the Common App website. Your college(s) will not be able to download the transcript or the School Secondary Report until you submit your application on the Common App website. NOTE: If you are applying Early Decision (ED) to a Common App school, you must indicate Early Decision BOTH on your account on CommonApp.org and on NAVIANCE. Counselors get an automatic request to approve your ED when you indicate on Common App and NAVIANCE. However, you must go to the “School Forms” section of the Common App application for the school, and invite your parent or guardian to sign the Early Decision form online. You will have to enter an e-mail address for your parent or guardian. Your parent or guardian will receive a link for signing the Early Decision Form electronically. If you submit the Early Decision form and your parent/guardian signs the form electronically, the Counseling Office will be instructed to send the Early Decision form electronically. If you don’t submit the Early Decision Form on Common App, or your parent/guardian does not sign the form electronically, then the Counseling Office will not be able to send the Early Decision form. This applies only to Early Decision, not Early Action. 4. DO YOU HAVE TO BRING AN ENVELOPE? You always have to bring an envelope with postage if you are applying to a school that does not accept transcripts electronically. You can tell if a school accepts transcripts electronically by looking on NAVIANCE. After you enter your transcript requests on NAVIANCE, click on the “Colleges” tab, and then on “Colleges I’m Applying To.” Look in the “Submissions” column. If the entry in that column is a
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picture of a computer monitor, the college listed in that line accepts transcripts electronically. If the entry in that column is a picture of a computer monitor with “CA” on the screen, the college listed in that line accepts the Common App (and so accepts transcripts electronically). If the entry in that column is a picture of a cancelled postage stamp, then the college listed in that line does not accept transcripts electronically, and you will have to provide a business-size envelope with two forever stamps. Envelopes and Postage: − If you have to provide an envelope, you must address the envelope to the college, scholarship agency, or program. − Do not put your address as the return address. Put the school’s address as the return address. (see a sample below) Northside College Prep 5501 N Kedzie Ave Chicago, IL 60625



Affix Stamp



5. WHEN AND WHERE TO SUBMIT APPLICATIONS: Submit your requests to the Counseling Office during your lunch, before school, or after school. You cannot leave class, advisory, colloquium, X block or Y block to submit applications. There is not enough time during passing periods to submit applications. There is not enough time during the break of your Colloquium to submit applications. You cannot use Resource Periods, online class time, or Senior Project time to submit applications. When you are in the Counseling Office, you will have to watch the time, so you make it to your class on time. We will not issue passes. There will be various people (counselors, counseling interns, parent volunteers) in the front office of the Counseling Office who will be available to accept your applications. Please do NOT put your application in your Counselor’s mailbox. Do NOT put your application in anyone’s mailbox, on anyone’s desk, or slip it under the door. If you do, it will be sent back to you through your advisory teacher. Counselors will not accept e-mail requests for recommendations. If the College/Scholarship/Program to which you are applying will send your Counselor an e-mail with instructions, you must ALSO submit a paper transcript request form to the Counseling Office, even if a transcript is not required. We need the paper request to track your request. 6. IF YOU MISS THE COUNSELING OFFICE DEADLINE: If you do not submit your application to the Counseling Office by our deadlines, you may still submit your application. We cannot guarantee that an application submitted after our deadline will be submitted on time to the college or scholarship or program.
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Priority will be given to students who have submitted their requests on time. Requests that are submitted late will have lower priority. We recommend you take the following steps: − Submit your request to the Counseling Office as soon as you possibly can. Getting it in sooner rather than later will minimize the amount of time by which your transcript and/or Counselor Recommendation is late. − Make sure that your portion of the application is submitted to the college or scholarship program by their deadline. − Call the college or scholarship program and explain that the transcript and Counselor’s portion of the application will be late. In the past, most colleges have accepted applications under these circumstances. 7. TEACHER RECOMMENDATION LETTERS: You must always speak to the teacher directly, to determine what his or her lead time is, and what documentation the teacher wants you to provide. If the teacher is no longer at Northside, you should email him or her. For most college applications, teachers submit the recommendations electronically. After you speak to the teacher, logon to NAVIANCE, click on "colleges," then click on "colleges I'm applying to," scroll down a little to "Teacher Recommendations," and click on "add/cancel requests." Select the teacher’s name from the list, and, in the Notes section, specify to which colleges the teacher is to send recommendations. If your deadline is different from what appears on NAVIANCE, make sure the teacher knows the right deadline. If you add colleges later, you will have to follow up with the teacher with the additional requests. Do NOT request teacher recommendations on Common App, only on NAVIANCE. For applications other than Common App, unless the college or scholarship requires teacher recommendation letters to be in the same envelope as your application, ask the teachers to send the recommendations directly to the college or scholarship program. Provide them with any forms they have to complete, envelopes addressed to the colleges or scholarship programs, and the correct postage. Each envelope should have regular first class postage. 8. ACT, AP, AND SAT SCORES: You will have to arrange for the scores to be sent directly from the testing agencies to the colleges. When you register for the tests, you can specify a certain number of colleges to receive the scores. If you did not request scores be sent to a specific college, or you can’t remember if you requested the scores to be sent to a specific college, you will have to contact the testing agencies directly. For ACT scores, contact ACT. You can call 319-337-1313 or log on to your ACT web account at www.actstudent.org. There is a charge to have scores sent, so you will need a credit card when you call or enter the request online. (Fee waivers are not available for sending ACT Score Reports.) You will also need the college’s ACT Code number (available online at www.actstudent.org). To pay by check or money order, visit www.actstudent.org, search for the “Additional Score Report” form (ASR), complete the form, and mail it with payment to the address on the form.
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For SAT scores, contact College Board. You can call 866-756-7346, or request the scores online at www.collegeboard.com. There is a charge to have scores sent, so you will need a credit card when you call or enter the request online. You will also need the college’s College Board Code number (available online at www.collegeboard.com). To pay by check or money order, visit www.collegeboard.com, search for the “Additional Score Report Order Form,” complete the form, and mail it with payment to the address on the form. For AP scores, contact College Board. You can call 888-308-0013. There is a charge to have scores sent, so you will need a credit card with you when you call or enter the request online. You will also need the college’s College Board Code number. This is the same number as used for reporting SAT scores. These numbers are available in online at www.collegeboard.com. To pay by check or money order, use the form on the back of your AP Student Pack (the booklet with the AP ID stickers you received when you took your AP tests), and mail it with payment to the address on the form. For students whose NCP Fee Waiver was approved and paying to send test scores would inhibit the ability to apply to college, please have a conversation with your counselor early on in your college application process. Ideally, meet with your counselor before submitting transcript requests. 9. COLLEGE APPLICATION FEE WAIVERS: If your NCP fee waiver was approved, there are a few types of application fee waivers available to you: − Common App Schools - request a fee waiver on the Profile screen in the Common Application Fee Waiver section. Your counselor will approve it for ALL Common App Schools on NAVIANCE. − Non-Common App Schools - a NACAC waiver form will be provided by your counselor. Each NCP fee waiver approved student is eligible for NACAC fee waivers. − College Board Application Fee Waivers - A student who uses a fee waiver for the SAT or SAT Subject tests (each student is eligible for 2 SAT and 2 SAT Subject tests waivers) and plans to enter college in the 2017-2018 academic year is eligible up to Four Requests (will be mailed to students by college board) for Waiver of College Application Fee forms. Students should NOT SEND the forms to the College Board. You must enclose the forms with your college applications. Students should only send the forms to institutions included in the SAT Fee-Waiver Directory of Colleges, which is available online at collegeboard.org/feewaiver. The institutions listed in the directory are not obligated to waive their application fees. 10. IF THE COLLEGE REPORTS THAT THE TRANSCRIPT OR COUNSELOR’S PORTION HAS NOT BEEN RECEIVED: If you get a notice from the college that they did not receive your transcript or counselor’s recommendation, check online at NAVIANCE (http://connection.naviance.com/northsideprep) to determine when the item(s) was / were sent. − If a week has passed since the item(s) was / were sent, then call the admissions office at the college one time and confirm that they still do not have the item(s). Sometimes these things cross in the mail, and in our experience 95% are false alarms.
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− Make a note of the person to whom you spoke. If they still do not have the item(s), bring the notice they sent you to the Counseling Office, along with his/or her name, contact number & Email information and/or an envelope addressed to the college with postage. − The Counseling Office will send a duplicate transcript and (if needed) a copy of the Counselor’s letter of recommendation via mail or email. 11. MIDYEAR REPORTS AND SEVENTH SEMESTER TRANSCRIPTS: Many colleges ask for another copy of your transcript to be sent after the first semester grades of your senior year are available. They frequently have a form that is to be submitted with this transcript. − Check on the college’s website to determine if they want a mid-year transcript (also called Seventh Semester Transcript or Seventh Semester Grade Report). − Do NOT submit the mid-year form to the Counseling Office with your transcript request. Do NOT check the “Send mid-year transcript” box on NAVIANCE. − After Winter Break, the Counseling Office will send instructions regarding your mid-year transcripts. − Follow the instructions by the deadline given. Make sure you list each school to which the mid-year transcript is to be sent. − The Counseling Office will send mid-year transcripts to each school you indicate (when you follow the Counseling Office’s instructions), but will not send the mid-year forms unless your Counselor needs to give the college additional information. 12. NOTES ABOUT TRANSCRIPTS, SERVICE LEARNING HOURS AND GPAs: Transcripts are updated only at the semester. Most of your college applications will have deadlines of January 1 or earlier. Therefore, the transcript that will be sent for these applications will be the transcript at the end of your Junior year. If you want Service Learning Hours to be documented on your college application transcript, you will have to submit your timesheets and reflections to Mr. Keane, our Service Learning Coordinator, by May 16, 2016. − Both your weighted and unweighted GPAs are reported on NAVIANCE. To find them, log onto NAVIANCE, click on “About Me,” then click on “Profile,” (under the “Official Things” heading). − You will have to scroll down a little to the “Academic Information” section. The number listed as GPA is your unweighted GPA. − DON’T USE THAT ONE unless they explicitly ask for the unweighted GPA. You should use your weighted GPA. It is on a 4 point scale, but weighted, so it is possible to have a GPA greater than 4. (It may feel wrong to report that you have a GPA greater than 4, but the people who are asking for your GPA know about weighted GPAs and understand what that means.) − ATTENDANCE MATTERS! Did you know that the number of times you were absent every semester shows up on your transcript? Make it a point to be here every day all day! Show the colleges your dedication to your studies. Poor attendance could be a red flag in an admission decision.
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ADMISSIONS PRACTICES Colleges and universities employ a variety of admissions practices. Each school’s policy will be noted a particular college or university. Some of the most frequently used practices include the following:



Early Admission: Allows students to enter undergraduate programs after completing three years of secondary school. Early admission is most often supported in cases where the secondary school is not equipped to provide a challenging academic program for a particularly well-qualified student or when a student has exhausted the opportunities in high school.



Early Action/ Early Notification: A program, which allows students to submit an early application at an early date (usually November) and be notified of an admission decision in December rather than April. This is not a binding agreement; students are required to notify the college by May 1 of their intention to matriculate.



Early Decision: A program that allows students to apply early to a college (usually November) and be notified of an admission decision in early December rather than April. This is a binding agreement. You may apply to only one college early decision and if admitted you must withdraw any other pending applications (and not submit new ones) and agree to attend the school. A student, parent, and/or counselor may be required to sign a form indicating that the student understands the terms of the early decision agreement.



Single-Choice/Restrictive Early Action: A few schools accept Early Action applications, but do not require the student to attend if accepted. Candidates may apply to other schools for regular admission only.



Early Decision II: This is the same as Early Decision I, except it has later application dates. Deferred Admission: The student may defer admission to college for one semester or one year for personal reasons (work, travel, personal hardship, etc.) Two stipulations usually apply: that the student not enroll in a degree program at another institution during that year, and that the student



Deferred Decision: A college or university may determine that more information is needed before making a final decision about a candidate’s application. The decision may be delayed until seventh semester grades and or new test scores arrive. Rolling Admissions/Open Admissions: A decision is made about an applicant when the file is complete. The applicant is notified as soon as the application has been processed (usually 4 to 6 weeks). Some schools require seventh semester grades to complete the file. It is to the student’s advantage to apply early. Open Admissions: Students are accepted upon application (usually community colleges). Some programs at a particular school may have more selective admissions requirements.
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Financing College: The Undocumented Student The Illinois DREAM Act The Illinois DREAM Act (2011) was designed to make scholarships, college savings, and prepaid tuition programs available to undocumented students who graduate from Illinois High Schools. The Act created an Illinois DREAM Fund and a nine-member Illinois Dream Commission appointed by the Governor with Senate consent. www.isac.org/home/illinois-dream-act.html The Illinois DREAM Fund Scholarship The Illinois Dream Fund Scholarship provides scholarships to undocumented students or DACAmented high school seniors and current undergraduates attending or planning to attend an accredited non-profit public/private institution in Illinois or outside of Illinois. Students must have a 2.5 GPA or better and meet the requirements of the Illinois Dream Act. The application deadline is typically March 1st. Students should visit the Illinois Dream Fund website for more information about the scholarship. illinoisdreamfund.org Deferred Action



On June 15, 2012, the Obama administration announced that it would offer many DREAM Act-eligible youth temporary relief through “deferred action”. Updates on “deferred action” can be found on the Department of Homeland Security website. www.dhs.gov/deferred-action More Information ● ●



Illinois Student Assistance Commission www.collegezone.com Illinois Coalition for Immigrant and Refugee Rights www.icirr.org



Note to students and parents: For further information and post high school planning options, please see your counselor. All information provided will be kept confidential.
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POTENTIAL COLLEGE ATHLETES The National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA) is an organization that has established rules on eligibility, recruiting, and financial aid for collegiate athletic programs. The NCAA is divided into three membership divisions- Division I, Division II, and Division Ill. The size and scope of an institution's athletic program and whether or not they provide athletic scholarships determines the school's division membership. If you are planning to enroll as a freshman at a college of university and wish to participate in Division I or Division II athletics, you must be certified by the NCAA Initial Eligibility Clearinghouse. Obtain the information you need about the rules and calendar governing your filing with the clearinghouse in the spring of your junior year. This information may be obtained by visiting the website at www.ncaastudent.org. It is very important to meet with your school counselor as soon as possible if you will be pursuing collegiate athletics. Also, ensure that you are collecting your sport’s “data” - stats, video, etc. DEMONSTRATED INTEREST Most colleges track each and every contact you make with them. The more demonstrated interest that you show, the more likely it is that admission will occur. Here are some examples: ● Attending a college fair and filling out an interest card ● Speaking with the college representative when he/she visits Northside and filling out an interest card ● Making an official visit to campus - individual visit, visit day, overnight visit, etc. ● Attending an informational reception in our area ● Scheduling an alumni interview Also, never forget the power of a thank you note! Always be sure to send a follow-up thank you to the representative. This can be done via email or a hand-written note. On NAVIANCE, we indicate who our primary contact is for each college. For most colleges, this is the person who visits our school and reads your admission application. It is also very important to be in constant communication with your school counselor - checking your email/NAVIANCE for important updates and messages. Help us help you! Also be sure to check the announcements, the college calendar, and the NAVIANCE College Visits section for the latest information regarding college visits, fairs, & receptions! COLLEGE FAIRS One of the best ways to learn about a wide variety of colleges is to attend a college fair. We specifically recommend that you attend:  Northside/VonSteuben/Disney II College Fair on April 18, 2017, 6pm-8pm, at VonSteuben ● Colleges that Change Lives (www.ctcl.org) Fairs in August 2017
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COLLEGE RELATED WEBSTES Selecting and Applying to Colleges ACT Bureau of Labor Statistics Campus Virtual Tours College Board College Confidential College Countdown College Majors 101 College Prowler College Score Card College Week Live College Zone Common Application Historically Black Colleges and Universities Illinois Occupational Outlook SAT Unigo



www.act.org www.bls.gov www.campus.tours.com www.collegeboard.com www.collegeconfidential.com www.collegecountdown.com http://www.collegemajors101.com/ https://colleges.niche.com/ www.whitehouse.gov/issues/education/ www.collegeweeklive.com www.collegezone.org www.commonapp.org www.eduinconline.com



www.bls.gov/ooh/ http://sat.collegeboard.org/ www.unigo.com



Financial Aid Information Free Application for Federal Student http://fafsa.ed.gov Aid (FAFSA) CSS Financial Aid Profile http://student.collegeboard.org/css-financial-aid-profile/ Fastweb www.fastweb.com Finaid.org www.finaid.org Hispanic Scholarship Fund www.hsf.net Latino College Dollars www.latinocollegedollars.org Managing College Cost www.managingcollegecost.com Mapping Your Future www.mappingyourfuture.org Meritaid.com www.meritaid.com Scholarship Resources www.zinch.org UNCF United Negro College Fund www.uncf.org 200 Minority Scholarships www.blackexcel.org Net Price Calculator http://collegecost.ed.gov/netpricecenter.aspx
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NORTHSIDE COLLEGE PREP HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT SELF-ASSESSMENT 1. Name and elaborate on three academic strengths. (Avoid common adjectives such as hardworking, conscientious or diligent.) 2. List three of your favorite courses in high school and explain why they are your favorites. 3. Describe any special circumstances that may have affected you academic performance. Explain how your academics were affected. Explain what you tried to do to manage or remedy your situation. 4. List any honors or awards you earned during high school (not elementary school). 5. Describe any leadership experience. 6. Describe family/cultural influences and how they have impacted you. 7. List three adjectives that your friends would use to describe you. Explain or give an example. 8. Any activities that your college of choice needs to have? 9. List in order of importance all major activities in and out of school that you have been involved in the following format: ACTIVITY - POSITION/ROLE – YEARS PARTICIPATED AND WILL PARTICIPATE Ex. Men’s Basketball – Captain – 9, 10, 11, & 12 10. Describe a service learning or community project that has been important to you and explain why. 11. List your work experience. Job Held, Responsibilities, Hours per week. 12. What do you do for fun? 13. What distinguishes you from other college bound applicants? 14. Colleges are looking for people who will contribute to the world. How does this apply to you? 15. List college majors or careers you are considering and give an explanation for your consideration. 16. Name any specific programs, either academic or support, for which you may be looking (i.e. combined medical programs, learning disabilities…) 17. Give concrete examples of how you think you grew or changed during high school. (i.e. if you matured, then describe how.) 18. List colleges you are currently considering. Briefly explain for each why you are applying. Ex. Valparaiso University – Because of the direct admission program into nursing 19. Location: 20. Size:
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21. Setting: 22. Was your fee waiver approved for this school year? 23. Are you the first in your immediate family to attend college? 24. Name two teachers whom you could ask to write a letter of recommendation for you. 25. Please share any additional information that you feel will help us write your letter of recommendation



PARENT RECOMMENDATION NORTHSIDE COLLEGE PREP HIGH SCHOOL COUNSELING DEPARTMENT



STUDENT________________________________COUNSELOR______________________



Confidential: In order to write a college recommendation for your son/daughter, please provide the following information. Your comments will be used solely for the purpose of assisting in college admission and will be held in confidence. 1.



What adjectives would you use to describe your son or daughter?



2.



To what extent has your son/daughter been interested in academic work and made use of his/her intellectual potential?



3.



What is the quality of your child’s performance and leadership in extracurricular, community, and work activities? Be specific.



4.



Please provide specific examples and anecdotes to emphasize your child’s distinguishing characteristics.



5.



Indicate any restrictions you are placing on your son/daughter with regards to college selection.



6.



Are there any special circumstances that have affected your child’s transcript? (Example – My son broke his leg second semester sophomore year, which caused his grades to dip.)
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TESTING The Northside College Prep CEEB Code is 141342. You must include this code to assure that your scores are sent to Northside. You are responsible for making sure the appropriate scores are sent to all the schools to which you are applying; requirements and other testing policies vary significantly between institutions, so please be sure to review testing policies at each school. SAT, ACT and SAT Subject Tests Standardized tests are an unavoidable part of the process. Almost all colleges require the SAT or ACT, and many private colleges also require two SAT Subject Tests (there are a few schools that recommend three). Schools do not have a preference as to whether you take the SAT or ACT. Note carefully any specific requirements of the colleges to which you are applying. Questions about which tests to take and when should be addressed to your counselor. The SAT assesses students' critical thinking skills and knowledge in the areas of reading/writing, and mathematics. Each section of the SAT is scored on a scale of 200-800. The SAT tells students how well they use the skills and knowledge they have attained in and outside of the classroom—including how they think, solve problems, and communicate. Registration information is available online at www.collegeboard.com The SAT Subject Tests measure your knowledge and skills in particular subject areas, and your ability to apply that knowledge. SAT Subject Tests are offered in English (Literature), Mathematics (Math I and Math II), History (US History and World History), Science (Biology E/M, Chemistry and Physics) and Foreign Languages (Chinese, French, German, Spanish, Modern Hebrew, Italian, Latin, Japanese, and Korean). We recommend that students take the SAT Subject Tests. Consider taking a Subject Tests after completing an AP course that corresponds to the subject. For example, if you took AP US History sophomore year, consider registering for and taking the June SAT Subject Test of our sophomore year. Please see page 28 of the Northside College Planning Guide for specific information about SAT Subject Tests. The ACT is a curriculum-based test and is considered at all colleges. The ACT tests your academic skills in the following areas: English, Mathematics, Reading, Science and Writing. As you can see, the emphasis is on verbal skills and your ability to draw conclusions, see implications, and apply facts. The ACT is designed and administered by a company other than the Educational Testing Service (which puts out the SAT and SAT Subject Tests).Therefore, the test dates and locations are different. Registration information is available online at www.actstudent.com
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2017 ACT Test Dates Website: www.actstudent.org Test Date



Registration Deadline



April 8, 2017



March 3, 2017



June 10, 2017



May 5, 2017



September 09, 2017



*Announced March 2017



October 28, 2017



*Announced March 2017



December 09, 2017



*Announced March 2017



Please note – for both the ACT and SAT, if your NCP fee waiver was approved, please come to the counseling office for a testing fee waiver. We can grant two waivers for ACT and SAT per student for students who meet the registration deadline.
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2017 SAT Test Dates Website: www.collegeboard.org Test Date



Registration Deadline



April 5, 2017 -ALL Northside juniors take exam at NCP



No registration required



May 6, 2017



April 25, 2017



June 3, 2017



May 24, 2017



August 26, 2017*



TBA



October 7, 2017*



TBA



November 4, 2017*



TBA



December 2, 2017*



TBA



*Anticipated Test Date, not final Important Information About SAT Subject Tests 1. You may take up to three SAT Subject Tests on a single test date. 2. The Language with Listening tests are always given in the first hour of testing. Only one listening test can be taken per test date. The Language with Listening Tests are offered only in November. 3. Calculators may be used only on the Mathematics Level 1 and Level 2 Subject Tests. 4. You cannot take the SAT Subject Tests and the SAT on the same test date. 5. You must indicate which SAT Subject Tests you plan to take when you register. 6. However, you may change which test(s) you actually take on test day — except for Language with Listening tests. 7. Only one Biology test can be taken per test date. After the first 60 questions, you must choose either Biology – Ecological or Biology – Molecular; you cannot take both. 8. Sunday administrations for students who cannot test on Saturday due to religious observance usually occur the day after each Saturday test date.



*The following SAT Subject tests are offered - check CollegeBoard’s website for when each specific test is offered: Literature, Biology E/M, Chemistry, Physics, US History, World History, Math Level 1, Math Level 2, French, German, Spanish, Modern Hebrew, Italian, Latin, French with Listening, German with Listening, Spanish with Listening, Chinese with Listening, Japanese with Listening, and Korean with Listening. *Check with your specific colleges to see if they require SAT Subject tests.
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Key College Terms 1. Accreditation- Recognition of a college or university by any regional or national accrediting body. This indicates that the institution, as a whole, has been judged to be meeting its objectives. Accreditation is necessary for acceptance of credits in transfer for graduate admission. 2. Award Letter- A document sent by the college financial aid office to admitted students indicating the type and amount of aid to be awarded from the various financial aid programs. 3. Bachelor of Arts (B.A.)- A four year degree awarded by a college or university which indicates the student has studied one or more subjects in depth and has taken a wide distribution of courses in the humanities, the social sciences, sciences, foreign languages, and behavioral sciences. 4. Bachelor of Sciences (B.S.)- A four year degree awarded by a college or university which indicates the student has studied one or more subjects in depth (typically in the sciences, engineering, business, computers, etc.) 5. Candidate Notification Date- The date by which a college notifies a student of the admission decision. 6. The CSS/ Financial Aid Profile- short for the College Scholarship Service Profile, an application distributed by the College Board allowing students to apply for financial aid. It is primarily designed to give private member institutions of the College Board a closer look into the finances of a student and family in addition to the FAFSA. 7. Candidate Reply Date- The date by which you must inform the college of your intention to enroll, usually by May 1. By use of the common reply date, students may evaluate all offers of admission before enrolling at any one college. 8. Common Application- A single application form accepted by over 600 colleges. A student completes the original application (can be downloaded from the web at www.commonapp.org ) and make copies of it. Copies are submitted to those colleges that accept the Common Application. 9. Core Curriculum- A group of courses, in varied areas of the arts and sciences, designated by college faculty as requirements for a degree from that school. 10. Expected Family Contribution- The dollar amount which parents and students can reasonably be expected to pay for post-secondary education. 11. Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) - No fee application form required by all colleges and universities. This form is submitted to the federal government and must be completed if a student wishes to be considered for any federal, state, or institutional aid. (www.fafsa.ed.gov) 12. Graduation Rate- The percentage of a cohort that successfully graduated within a specific time interval. 13. Grants- Money offered to a student as a part of a need based financial aid package that does not have to be paid back. Different types of grants: a. Pell Grant- A federal grant. Eligibility must be determined before other financial aid can be offered. The Pell Grant may be applied against tuition, fees, room and board and many other expenses. b. SEOG- Federal Supplemental Educational Opportunity Grant - Offered by the college to eligible students, based on Pell Grant eligibility and availability of funds. c. University Grant- A grant offered by the college or university to students based on financial need and availability of funds. d. Monetary Award Program (MAP)- Grant program administered by ISAC. This grant is based on financial need and can be used at approved Illinois colleges, universities and post-secondary institutions. However, it may only be applied toward tuition and mandatory fees, not room and board.
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14. Loans- Money provided to students, which must be repaid. Generally, student loans have low interest rates, permit a long time for repayment, and have liberal deferment provisions. Some current loan programs: a. Stafford Subsidized Loan- A subsidized low interest loan offered in conjunction with private lenders. Interest and principle are deferred for periods of at least half time enrollment. b. Stafford Unsubsidized Loan- A low interest loan available to students not eligible to borrow any or the entire subsidized Stafford Loan. Interest must be paid by the student or capitalized during the school period. c. Perkins Loan- A federal low interest loan, offered by the college as the lender, based on the availability of funds. d. PLUS Loan- Parent Loan to Undergraduate Students. 20. Matriculation- This is a process whereby students are accepted, pay their fees and enroll for classes. At this point, they become freshman students at the college. 21. Need- The difference between a student’s cost of education and the expected family contribution. 22. Need-Blind Admission- A philosophy followed by schools that adheres to the policy that the student’s ability to pay in no way affects the admission decision. 23. Net Price Calculator- A feature located on college admissions websites to help current and prospective students, families, and other consumers estimate the individual net price of an institution of higher education for a student. 24. Placement Rate- This is a method used to determine the percentage of participants who are accepted to colleges and universities. 25. Priority Filing Date- Date by which the processors must receive the financial aid applications in order to be considered on time. 26. Rolling Admission- According to this plan, used by many large universities across the nation, a student may apply at any time up to a designated ‘closing’ time. Four to six weeks after the time the file is complete the student will be notified of the decision. The candidate reply date is May 1. 27. Retention Rate- The percentage of students who begin at a college freshman year and return for their sophomore year. 28. Student Aid Report (SAR) - A student’s official notification of the results of his/her FAFSA. 29. Student Search- A service provided by the College Board and ACT. Students may choose to receive information from interested colleges by indication on the SAT/ACT registration forms. 30. Verification- Process to verify the accuracy of information provided on the FAFSA and Profile. To complete the process, the student must submit all requested documents and copies of federal tax returns within 90 days of receipt of request. 31. Wait List- A list of applicants who, though qualified for admission at a particular school, are not quite as attractive as those who are initially offered admission. This occurs in April and typically only at selective schools. Waitlisted candidates are usually given the opportunity to decide whether or not they wish to wait for a final decision. Those who elect to stay on the ‘wait list’ are still encouraged to accept another schools offer of admission, since there is no guarantee of being admitted from the wait list. Students eventually moved from Wait List to the Admit List have the opportunity to decide which college to attend. 32. Work-Study- Part of financial aid package. An offer of a part time job on campus or at an approved off-campus agency. Funds are received by the student in the form of a paycheck for actual hours worked.
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2017 COLLEGE / SCHOLARSHIP TRANSCRIPT REQUEST / COUNSELOR FORM DEADLINES Northside College Preparatory High School Counseling Department If your College/Scholarship Submit your request to the Counseling Notes application is due by: Office by: October 1, 2017



September 8, 2017



October 15, 2017



September 15, 2017



November 1, 2017



*Note Advisory Breakdown *Only those advisories listed can turn in on those days



November 15, 2017



September 27, 2017 (Adv. 800-803) September 28, 2017 (Adv. 804-807) September 29, 2017 (Adv. 808-810) October 13, 2017



December 1, 2017



November 3, 2017



December 15, 2017



November 17, 2017



January 1, 2018



November 29, 2017 (Adv. 800-803 November 30, 2017(Adv. 804-807) December 1, 2017 (Adv. 808-810)



*No requests accepted from October 30th – November 2nd *No requests accepted from November 20th – November 24th *Note Advisory Breakdown *Only those advisories listed can turn in on those days



January 15, 2018



December 15, 2017



February 1, 2018



January 11, 2018



February 15, 2018



January 16, 2018



March 1, 2018



February 1, 2018



March 15, 2018



February 15, 2018



April 1, 2018



March 1, 2018



April 15, 2018



March 15, 2018



May 1, 2018



March 30, 2018



May 15, 2018



April 16, 2018



June 1, 2018



May 1, 2018



*No requests accepted from December 18th – 23nd



*No requests accepted from April 2nd – 6th



Students may not submit requests (transcript / letter of rec / Counselor’s form): 1. OCTOBER 30th – November 2nd, 2017 2. THE WEEK BEFORE THANKSGIVING BREAK* (November 20-24, 2017) 3. THE WEEK BEFORE WINTER BREAK* (December 18-22, 2017) 4. THE WEEK BEFORE SPRING BREAK* (April 2-6, 2018) Other Notes: 1. The Counseling Department is closed during all holiday breaks. 2. Applications are processed on a deadline basis. 3. Priority will be given to students who have submitted their requests on time. 4. If you submit your request by the deadline, we guarantee that your materials will go out on time. 5. If your request is submitted after the deadline, we do not guarantee that your materials will go out on time. a. Should this happen, keep in mind that it is imperative for YOU to submit your portion on time. Supporting materials can arrive later and you are usually okay. *Subject to change (awaiting the release of the final CPS calendar)
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