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Bulletin of quick information from the Secretary General for Communications



IT HAPPENED IN THE MONTH OF MARCH … On 28 March 1906, in the presence of fr. Pellegrino M. Stagni (1859-1918), Prior General (1901-1907), and several other friars, the marble statue of St. Bonfilius (who is said to be of the Monaldi family), carved by the reputable sculptor Cesare Aureli, was placed in the Vatican Basilica of St. Peter’s, Rome.



Rome, Vatican St. Peter’s Basilica St. Bonfilius Monaldi Statue by Cesare Aureli (1906)



FAMOUS SERVITE FRIARS fr. (Pacato) Ottavio Bagatti (1493-1566). Celebrated humanist, to such an extent that he merited, even in his lifetime, the title “phoenix of geniuses”. He was a philosopher, theologian, historian, mathematician, geometrician, cosmographer, chronographer, archeologist. He was born in Brescia, Italy, and was the nephew of the illustrious Cardinal Capranica. Upon entering the Servants of Mary, he did his studies in Brescia and at the Sarbonne in Paris. Upon his return to Italy, Leo X named him a professor at the “Sapienza” University and there he gave such proofs of his wisdom that the most learned men of the time flocked to him. His “Epistolae familiares” are well known. The famous humanist and typographer, Paolo Manunzio, called him the “Varro of the 16th Century” for the elegance of his Latin style. He translated the writings of Dionysius of Halicarnassus from Greek into Latin. He left the following works: Chronographia ab orbe condito usque ad annum 1564 and Digressiones super nonnullas urbis Romae antiquitates. Clemente IV (1523-1534) named him abbot of S. Maria di Marzara del Vallo, in Sicily. He died a holy death in Rome in 1566 and was buried in the Church of Santa Maria in Via.



From the… Message of Benedict XVI for Lent 2011 During the entire Lenten period, the Church offers us God’s Word with particular abundance. By meditating and internalizing the Word in order to live it every day, we learn a precious and irreplaceable form of prayer; by attentively listening to God, who continues to speak to our hearts, we nourish the itinerary of faith initiated on the day of our Baptism. Prayer also allows us to gain a new concept of time: without the perspective of eternity and transcendence, in fact, time simply directs our steps towards a horizon without a future. Instead, when we pray, we find time for God, to understand that his “words will not pass away” (cf. Mk 13: 31), to enter into that intimate communion with Him “that no one shall take from you” (Jn 16: 22), opening us to the hope that does not disappoint, eternal life. In synthesis, the Lenten journey, in which we are invited to contemplate the Mystery of the Cross, is meant to reproduce within us “the pattern of his death” (Ph 3: 10), so as to effect a deep conversion in our lives; that we may be transformed by the action of the Holy Spirit, like St. Paul on the road to Damascus; that we may firmly orient our existence according to the will of God; that we may be freed of our egoism, overcoming the instinct to dominate others and opening us to the love of Christ. The Lenten period is a favorable time to recognize our weakness and to accept, through a sincere inventory of our life, the renewing Grace of the Sacrament of Penance, and walk resolutely towards Christ. Dear Brothers and Sisters, through the personal encounter with our Redeemer and through fasting, almsgiving and prayer, the journey of conversion towards Easter leads us to rediscover our Baptism. This Lent, let us renew our acceptance of the Grace that God bestowed upon us at that moment, so that it may illuminate and guide all of our actions. What the Sacrament signifies and realizes, we are called to experience every day by following Christ in an ever more generous and authentic manner. In this our itinerary, let us entrust ourselves to the Virgin Mary, who generated the Word of God in faith and in the flesh, so that we may immerse ourselves – just as she did – in the death and resurrection of her Son Jesus, and possess eternal life. BENEDICTUS PP. XVI



FROM THE SECRETARIATS CURRENT ARCHIVES OF THE ORDER - ROME Fr. Ángel M. Camarillo, who is responsible for the Current General Archives, informs us of the present numerical situation of the Order. As of 31 December, 2010, there are in the Order: 6 Bishops, 608 friar-priests, 2 transitional deacons, 1 permanent deacon, 86 solemn professed nonordained friars, 103 friars in temporary vows and 25 novices. PFT MARIANUM - ROME In its meeting 18 February 2011,the President’s Council of the PFT Marianum established that all students coming from other countries must present, at the time of registration, certification of a good knowledge of Italian or take a test before classes begin. This decision was made in order to guarantee all students a better understanding of the lessons which are taught in Italian. ROME The Servite pilgirmage for English-speaking friars, scheduled for the 23rd May to the 4th of June and organized by the General Council, will take place. There are already 10 registered, with two places still available if anyone else is interested. As previously reported, the pilgrimage will offer guided visits to Servite historical and holy places in Italy.



FROM THE PRIORIES AND JURISDICTIONS TURVO - BRAZIL The Servite friars of the Brazilian Province gathered for their Chapter of Renewal in Turvo, from the 6th to the 13th of January 2011. The Chapter had two phases: the first being a brief review of the life of the Province and the second being a three day spiritual retreat led by Marianum professor fr. Aristide M. Serra, consisting of three daily conferences and time for sharing. In the first part, following reports by the Prior Provincial, fr. Nivaldo J. M. Machado, and other province officials, the friars formed four commissions to study the following themes: the situation of the Province; formation and studies; vocation animation; liturgy; missions, justice and peace, and the integrity of creation; relationship with the regional conference of Cono Sur; economy and administration. ORURO - BOLIVIA A moving farewell to fr. Giuseppe M. Sartori. Many people from Oruro accompanied the remains of fr. José (Giuseppe) M. Sartori (who passed away on 5 February 2011 in Cochabamba at



65 years of age) to his final home, wanting at the same time to express their care and closeness to his brother, fr. Domenico M. Sartori, more commonly known as Fr. Nico. A shower of flower petals welcomed the body of fr. José at the Shrine of Our Lady of Socavon, serving as a sign and expression of the deep appreciation and affection which the people have for this friar who dedicated his whole life to serving them. The funeral service was officiated by the bishop of Oruro, Msgr. Cristóbal Bialasik. All were deeply and emotionally moved when Fr. Nico played a song of farewell to his brother on the accordion and, with language familiar to all, recalled significant moments in his brother’s life, starting with the day he was born. The coffin was then placed in the crypt of the Shrine of Socavon. Thank you, fr. José, for your authentic witness as a true Servant of Mary. SENA MADUREIRA - ACRE, BRAZIL After 15 years of intense work in Acre, fr. José Rodrigo M. Trejo has chosen to return to his province of origin in Mexico. The Brazilian Province expresses its gratitude for his presence in Acre and wishes him all the best as he continues his ministry in his homeland. TYROLESE PROVINCE - KUFSTEIN- KLEINHOLZ, AUSTRIA



The friars of the Tyrolese Province held their annual Provincial Chapter of Renewal at the Maria Hilf Retreat House in Kufstein- Kleinholz, 7-11 February 2011. In addition to treating some juridical issues regarding the German Delegation, they also enjoyed a study day on the Sacrament of Reconciliation presented by Fr. Martin M. Linter and a lecture by Professor Christopher Mooney on 400 Years of the Foundation of the Germanic Observance in Innsbruck. RONZANO BOLOGNA – ITALY The Provincial Council of the Piedmont and Romagna Province, meeting in Ronzano on 7-8 February, reflected once more on a theme proposed by the last council of priors, which is: the unification of the Italian Provinces. Well aware that this may be the way to go, the Council will commit itself from now on to favoring, as much as possible, a greater level of collaboration between the three provinces. It will send a letter to the Councils of the other Italian Provinces proposing several concrete initiatives and will propose a meeting together with the Prior General at the end of the canonical visitations of all three provinces. DELEGATION OF EAST AFRICA Fr. Mel M. Loftus (ZUL), visiting Uganda in February to give lessons to the novices in Jinja, sends us news from that part of the world, particularly regarding the relationship between the Zululand Delegation and that of East Africa.



“We have five students from Zululand in this area: 3 in Uganda studying philosophy and 2 in Nairobi, Kenya, doing theology. This week I have been teaching the 5 Ugandan novices and will go to Nairobi on Friday to visit our students there. They all seem to be in good nick and are looking forward to returning home at the end of May. At the end of April we will be sending two more to Jinja to begin their novitiate in August. So, although at present, we are few on the ground in Zululand the future looks fairly good. But we never count our chicks before they are hatched. As old Scipio used to say: “Ex Africa semper aliquod novum” – there is always something new out of Africa.” MATOLA – MOZAMBIQUE An brutal surprise greeted the friars of Matola last 9 February 2011, when they awoke to discover that in the early hours of the morning 21 computers had been stolen from the computer lab of the school operated by the Servants of Mary. No longer able to offer lessons to the students, Fr. Luís Custódio M. Cardoso appeals to the generosity of all for help in replacing the computers, even with others that are second-hand. PERTH - AUSTRALIA On February 18, the completed building at Servite College was dedicated and officially opened. Among those present were Fr. Edward M. Penonzek and Pete Bowen, President of Servite High School (invited as guest of the Servite College principal, Philip Cox). The Servites of the Australian Delegation, especially fr. Christopher M. Ross, President of Servite College, have reason to be proud of this major improvement to the school’s campus. MONTE SENARIO – ITALY



the program continued with a reflection by fr. Franco M. Azzalli, Vicar General, on the theme The figure of Alexis in light of the Legenda de Origine. After the celebration of the Eucharist, lunch and a guided tour of the priory, inside and out, each returned home with fond memories of a special day well-spent together. PORTLAND, OREGON – UNITED STATES Fr. Jack M. Topper was able to return safe and sound to his priory in Portland, after passing through Israel on his way out of Cairo and a dramatic 8 hour experience in the Egyptian airport. Fr. Jack was in Egypt as part of a study tour organized by the Catholic Theological Union (CTU) of Chicago. Protests against the government began a few days after his arrival in Egypt and continued to grow until it was clear the government could fall. When foreign governments began to advise their citizens to leave Egypt in advance of possible violence and a change of leadership, the President of CTU, Passionist Father Donald Senior, was able to convince one of his Israeli contacts to fly the group in an Israeli airplane sent from Tel Aviv to evacuate Israelis from Egypt. CHENNAI - INDIA In a letter addressed to the friars of India, Fr. A. Savariappan, the Vicar Provincial of the Aikiya Annai Indian Vicariate, informs us of the canonical visitation which he will carry out from 26 February to 27 March, visiting the eight communities of his jurisdiction. To complete the picture of the Vicariate, he also made a fraternal visit (9-22 February) to the Indian friars living in the East African Delegation. In the same letter, we learn that fr. John M. Roncalli was nominated Director of the Mariological Institute for the 2011-2012 school year; that the ex-vicar provincial, fr. Susaimani, after waiting long for a visa, left for the USA to enroll in Dayton University to pursue a Doctorate in Mariology; that construction work on the convent in Myanmar is proceeding on schedule and is hoped to reach completion within eight months.



FROM THE SERVITE FAMILY



On 19 February 2011, the solemn closure of the jubilee year of St. Alexis Falconieri (1310.2010) was celebrated at Monte Senario. More than 300 people from every part of Italy and every branch of the Servite Family came together to thank God and the Blessed Virgin for the gift of the holy brothers who began our Order. After a lively word of welcome from the prior of the community of Monte Senario, fr. Hubert M. Moons,



UNIFAS INTERNATIONAL - EL PASO, TEXAS,USA On 12 February 2011 the Council of UNIFAS International met at the Servite Priory of St. Ignatius in El Paso, Texas, USA. Present were: fr. Ángel M. Ruiz Garnica, Prior General and President of UNIFAS; fr. Gino M. Leonardi, General Councilor of reference for UNIFAS; fr. Vidal M. Martínez, General Secretary for the Secular Order and lay groups; Sr. Theresa Sandok, Prioress General of the Ladysmith Servite Sisters (LAD); Teresa Orozco of the OSSM US; and Sr. Elizabeth Torres Martínez, Servite Sisters of Naples (NAP), Secretary of UNIFAS. After a sharing of experiences by each member of the Council, they



took up the agenda which included: the creation of an international animation team to keep alive within the Servite Family the theme of the care of creation; the decision to convoke the 2012 UNIFAS Assembly in Rome (in the month of May?), in conjunction with the beatification of the Servant of God, Cecilia Eusepi and to reflect on the theme: Servants  of  Mary  Accompanying  People  on  the  Way: Immigra on,  Human Trafficking, Hospitality,…; they will also propose to the Assembly some modifications to the text of the Statutes. UNIFASI - TRIESTE, ITALY Unifas Italy, has organized the next Night Walk which will take place on the night between the 14th and 15th of May 2011, leaving the Franciscan Priory of St. Anne in Capodistra (Slovenia) at 5:00 PM and concluding in Trieste, at the Parish of Our Lady of Sorrows. The proposed theme is: “Beyond frontiers, with Blessed Mary, in solidarity on the human journey”. For more information, contact fr. Antonio M. Santini: 040 812217 at meal time; e-mail: [email protected] LAY DIAKONIA - EL PASO, TEXAS - USA On Sunday, 13 February 2011 in the parish



Italy, among whom was Lorena Righi of the Animating Diakonia, the four children of Ed and Mercedes, the Secular Order and a church crowded with friends and faithful. A celebratory dinner concluded the emotional ceremony. Ed and Mercedes are the first diakonia to make profession outside of Italy. ISSN 4th Conference of the International Servite Schools Network Following the success of previous conferences, it is hoped that even more people will be able to participate in the next conference which will have as its theme: “Mary, Service, Option for the Poor: Sharing Servite Values”. The Conference will take place at the language school, Istituto San Pellegrino, Misano Adriatico, Italy from the 26th to the 30th of September, 2011. Registration forms, which have already been sent to those who participated in previous conferences or whose address is known to the coordinator, should be returned soon to Sr. Sheila Sumner, OSM (1A Moulsham Drive, Chelmsford, Essex CM2 9PX England; [email protected]) by email or ordinary post, before 31 March, 2011. For more information, or to receive registration materials, please contact Sr. Sheila. Also check the website: http:// www.serviteschools.org/



PROFESSIONS In our prayers, let us accompany two friars who will be making their solemn profession this month: fr. Carlos  de  Jesús  M.  Vélez  González  (6 March 2011,  in  the  community  of  La  Ceja,  Colombia)   and  fr. Massimo M. Chechile (19 March 2011, in the church of S. Tolomeo, Nepi). The Prior General, fr. Ángel M. Ruiz Garnica, will receive the vows of both friars.
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church of Our Lady of Sorrows, El Paso, the couple Edward and Mercedes Thrush, who already belonged to the OSSM, professed to live the Servite charism and spirituality as a Lay Diakonia, taking the name Diakonia of Blessing. The Prior General, fr. Ángel M. Ruiz Garnica, presided at the concelebration along with the friars of the community and two General Councilors, fr. Charlie M. Leitão de Souza and fr. Gino M. Leonardi, and fr. Vidal M. Martinez, Secretary General for Lay Groups. Also present were two diakonias from
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