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AGWSR Community School District Website: www.agwsr.org The Cougars Den & Preschool .........................................(641) 847-2699 Little Cougar Playhouse .....................................................(641) 869-3773 Ackley Center (Pk-3) ............................................................ (641) 847-2611 Wellsburg Center (K-2 & 4-8) ............................................(641) 869-5121 High School (9-12) ...............................................................(641) 847-2633 Superintendent’s Office...................................................... (641) 847-2611 Bus Garage............................................................................ (641) 847-2173 Food Service Director.........................................(641) 847-2633 ext. 307



AGWSR MISSION STATEMENT



The mission of the AGWSR Community Schools is to provide EXCELLENCE IN EDUCATION so that each student will discover LIFE-LONG LEARNING and become a self-respecting, contributing adult member of society. REMINDER TO PARENTS/GUARDIANS A parental note, e-mail or phone call is needed when your child(ren) is absent from school. Elementary: 847-2611, Middle School: 869-5121, High School: 847-2633



REMINDER TO PARENTS/GUARDIANS



School Cancellations and Delays Tune in to one of the following TV Stations: Channel 2 (KGAN) Channel 3 (KIMT) Channel 5 (WOI-TV)



Channel 7 (KWWL) Channel 8 (KCCI) Channel 9 (KCRG)



Channel 13 (WHO)



Or in to one of the following Radio Stations: KIFG-Iowa Falls (1510 AM/95.3 FM) WHO-Des Moines (1040 AM/100.3 FM) KLMJ-Hampton (104.9 FM) KQCR-Parkersburg (98.9 FM)



AEA 267 AND AGWSR SPECIAL SERVICE The AGWSR Community School District and Area Education Agency 27 with the approval and support from the Iowa Department of Education, will be offering greater opportunities for teachers and students to receive assistance when educational problems arise. Under the current procedures, Area Education Agency 267 staff such as school psychologists, consultants, speech-language pathologists, audiologists, school social workers and early childhood special education teachers will be considered part of the school team. They, together with the special education teachers employed by our school, will have opportunities to provide consultative services to all teachers and to work with any student who is in need of help. If your child is experiencing learning or behavioral problems in school, you as a parent will be involved in the problem solving activities and the planning of interventions for your child. The interventions developed may include director service outside the classroom. Together we will also discuss what you may do at home to help your child succeed in school. This is a great opportunity for our school district to increase potential help for all students. If you have questions, please feel free to contact your principal. The Board will designate an individual to serve as the school system’s Title IX Compliance Officer, and will publicize the name, office address and business telephone number of the designee. Inquires about the enforcement of this non-discrimination policy can be directed to the Compliance Office; or the Director of the Iowa Civil Rights Commission, Des Moines, IA; or to the Director of the Region VII Office of Civil Rights, Department of Education, Kansas City, MO; or to the Director of the Office of Civil Rights, Washington, D.C. The Title IX Compliance Officer for the AGWSR School District is: Mr. Steve Lane, Interim Superintendent, 511 State St., Ackley, IA 50601, (641) 847-2611.



Notes from the Superintendent Off to a Great Start BY SUPERINTENDENT STEVE LANE



Our summer weather decided to show up in September, but other than that, the beginning of the school year has gone very well. It was great to see the students coming back to school with enthusiasm and excitement! It seems that once the county fairs and local celebrations are finished, the students (and parents) are ready for school to start so they can be with their friends again. Part of the classroom renovation in Wellsburg was completed this summer, just in time for school to begin, and there will be improvements yet to follow. New gym bleachers will be coming about the time basketball starts and some cabinets are yet to be constructed in a couple of classrooms. At the Ackley site, progress is now more noticeable as the footings have been poured for the gymnasium walls and the block laying is beginning. It won’t be long and we will see quite a bit of change from week to week. Classroom activities are buzzing at all levels as teachers and associates are working to inspire student imaginations to get enlightened responses from the students. As the year began, the K-2 classrooms at the Wellsburg Center were especially enjoyable to observe from my perspective. Lunch is always a great part



AGWSR Cougar Tracks of the day, and a few adults learned again that Kindergartners go through a lunch line quite slowly, especially if we expect them to tap in their own lunch code on the keypad! Everything is going smoothly now! Cougar activities have returned and the Volleyball and Football teams at the Middle School and High School levels are providing great entertainment for the whole community! The heat has proven to bring some challenges to practices and scheduling, but everyone has been quite flexible and supportive as we strive to keep our student athletes safe.



AGWSR Community School District Annual Progress Report 2012-2013 School Year The AGWSR School District invites you to read the following annual progress report for the school year 2012-2013. This report includes information about student achievement all Iowa school districts are required to share with the Department of Education and the local community. Please note the legislated requirements for this report exist primarily to communicate student achievement results on specific state indicators and standardized student achievement assessments. While the district recognized the valid use of standardized assessments and other state indicators to evaluate the quality of education, the district wants to stress the purpose is not to have students think they only need to be good and taking standardized tests but rather to become: Responsible Citizens Effective Communicators Productive Workers Complex Thinkers – Problem Solvers Self-Directed Learners Healthy Individuals Knowledgeable The major emphasis of this report is about student achievement results in Reading, Mathematics, and Science for all grades taking the Iowa Assessments. Please note, this is the second year for the Iowa Assessments, previous years reflect the Iowa Tests of Educational Development (ITED) and Iowa Tests of Basic Skills (ITBS). Student achievement results are shown for different subgroups of students, when applicable. Student achievement results are not reported for subgroups with less than 10 (ten) students of their comparison group.



Standard Error of Measurement for Iowa Assessments Iowa school districts are required to submit information to their public regarding the Standard Error of Measurement (SEM) for the Iowa Assessments. A standard error of measurement is an estimate, or band, of error associated with an individual student’s test score. A test score is an estimate of a student’s true test performance; however, when the SEM is applied, it indicates that a reasonable chance exists that the student’s true score may be slightly higher or slightly lower than what is reported. For the Iowa Assessments, the SEMs are presented in ranges, indicating where the student’s true score would likely fall. The range at the proficient level shows plus or minus one SEM from the cut point for being proficient; the range at the advanced level shows plus or minus one SEM from the cut point for being advanced. The values reported in the table below and on the next page are National Standard Scores (NSS).
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I owe a special thanks to all staff, parents and students who have been very understanding as we have dealt with the heat during some extremely warm days in the classroom, and some disruptive daytime schedules. We know that cooler weather will soon be here, and then we will wish we could have bottled some of this warmth for use later in the winter. To the AGWSR School Community – Thanks for your support of our students and our School! Go Cougars!



Proficient Proficient Proficient Advanced Advanced Fall Midyear Spring Fall Midyear 160-172 164-176 169-181 196-204 204-212 175-189 178-192 183-195 219-227 227-233 187-201 192-204 196-208 238-246 243-251 200-214 203-217 206-220 253-263 257-265 212-228 216-230 219-233 273-281 278-286 224-240 228-244 232-246 288-296 294-302 251-267 255-269 256-270 321-331 325-333



Advanced Spring 214-220 232-238 250-256 260-268 284-290 299-307 327-335



Proficient Proficient Proficient Advanced Advanced MATHEMATICS Fall Midyear Spring Fall Midyear Grade 3 163-173 168-178 173-181 189-195 194-200 Grade 4 175-187 179-191 184-194 206-214 212-220 Grade 5 187-199 191-203 194-206 224-232 232-238 Grade 6 200-212 203-215 206-218 241-249 247-255 Grade 7 211-223 213-225 217-227 261-267 267-273 Grade 8 223-235 225-237 230-242 278-284 283-289 Grade 11 250-268 253-269 256-270 318-324 321-327



Advanced Spring 202-206 220-226 240-244 254-260 274-278 287-293 323-329



READING Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5 Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8 Grade 11



Please keep in mind that student achievement results on the Iowa Assessment is only one measure of student achievement. Because the Iowa Assessment is normreferenced, student results are reported in relation to how well AGWSR students achieve compared to other students in the nation. Since students are compared to other students, the assessments do not provide enough information about how well individual students are learning the local curriculum. How well students are learning the local curriculum is best provided by criterion referenced assessments, measures of academic progress assessments and classroom assessments. Student Performance on the Required State Indicators for Reporting



Student Results – Reading, Math, and Science When reading this report, it is best to first read all narrative information that explains the data graphs and then review the graphs themselves. The Iowa Assessment graphs are labeled by grade, content area, year, and the percentage of students who are proficient according to the state of Iowa’s definition of proficiency. Due to Federal reporting requirements, the state must use a specific percentile score on the Iowa Assessment to determine proficiency. In the past, the state has determined that 41 National Percentile Rank (NPR) and above is proficient. For comparison purposes, this percentile rank is still used, but now proficiency is measured by National Standard Scores. (NSS). The proficiency level for Standard Scores is 189 for Reading, Math and Science for 4th grade students. Student achievement is only reported for subgroups and comparison groups
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when the subgroup has more than 10 students. Districts are required to report on the following subgroups: gender, socio-economic status, students with individualized education plans, race, English Language Learners, and Migrant students. For example, the reading graph, shows that for the last six years an average of 79% of the 4th grade students were proficient on the Iowa Assessments reading comprehension assessment using National Percentile Rank. 74% of the 2012-2013 4th grade students were proficient in reading comprehension. The math graph shows that for the last six years an average of 77.5% of the 4th grade students were proficient on the Iowa Assessments Math assessment using National Percentile Rank. 69% of the 2012-2013 4th grade students were proficient in math. The Science graph shows that for the past six years an average of 88.8% of the 4th grade students were proficient on the Iowa Assessment Science Test using National Percentile Rank. 78% of the 2012-2013 4th grade students were proficient in science. This past year, school districts in Iowa are now reporting student scores on the Iowa Assessments as a National Stanine Score instead of what we are used to with the National Percentile Rank. In many cases students in our local districts score higher nationally when reporting the National Stanine Score. However, since we must establish at least a three year trend line report, it will be another couple of years before we can report comparison scores that just reflect the National Stanine Scores. However, we feel that it is necessary to report these National Stanine Score results for the 2012-2013 school year. They are as follows for reporting grades of 4th, 8th, and 11th grades:



Proficiency – National Stanine Scores 4th Grade 32 Students Reading Proficient 31 = 97% Non-Proficient 1=3% 8th Grade – 36 Students Reading Proficient 22 = 61% Non-Proficient 14 = 39% 11th Grade – 49 Students Reading Proficient 41 = 84% Non-Proficient 8 = 16%



Math 29 = 91% 3 = 9% Math 29 = 81% 7 = 19% Math 43 = 88% 6 = 12%



Science 32 = 100% 0 = 0% Science 28 = 78% 8 = 22% Science 43 – 88% 6 = 12%



Proficiency Range 189 or higher



Proficiency Range 298 or higher



Proficiency Range 293 - 301



Trend Line Data for Grade 8 8th Grade Reading: There was slight improvement in 8th grade reading from the previous year’s class. 8th Grade Math: There was improvement in math over the previous year’s percentile rank. 8th Grade Science: There was a slight dip in percentile rank in science from the previous year’s 8th grade class.



Trend Line Date for Grade 11 11th Grade Reading: In 2012-2013, the 11th grade class improved slightly in reading proficiency.



Go BACK TO THE 80s



Presented by: The AGWSR Drama and Music Departments Nov. 8 & 9, 2013 7pm AGWSR HS Gym How well do you remember the 80s? Join us for a night of big hair, neon clothes, lots of laughs, and all the 80s songs you know and love. You will be singing along as we relive our main character, Corey Palmer’s, senior year of high school, complete with Rubik’s cubes and an intense light saber battle.



Tickets are $5 Dinner Theater 9/9/13 Saturday night at 6 pm there is a dinner theater, made possible by the AGWSR foods class. Tickets for the dinner theater are $15 and include the meal and admission to the show. Please contact Carol at the High School office to order your tickets.



agwsrcougars.net BETH JANSSEN AGWSR District Media Specialist



The AGWSR Interactive Media class would like to invite you to their new school activities website, http://www.agwsrcougars.net/ This site aims to offer you updated articles, current events, photos, calendars, links, and other assorted items of interest. This site has been created and is managed by the Interactive Media Class which includes: Owen Abkes, Mason Kelly, Evan Janssen, Carson Lutterman, Dalton Schipper, and Miguel Reyes. These students are learning as they offer you these exciting looks into the AGWSR High School so please be patient as the site grows and strengthens along with them. There WILL be glitches and hitches as we move forward so expect some frustration as they learn digital troubleshooting. The site also includes digital streaming of various athletic/music/student events. This is located under the Webcasting tab. We hope to get as many events online as possible but again, this is a new journey for these students so patience is required as you navigate the site.
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AGWSR High School News Mr. Joel Bagley, Principal Student Learning Communities (SLC)



Financial Aid Meeting



We have done a restructuring of the noon hour this year at the high school to support “Student Learning Communities”. As a result of an adjusted schedule, we are currently having one common lunch period followed by one common advisory period for all students. We have not implemented all the changes hoped for, but we are progressively making positive steps over time towards achieving our primary goals of academic enrichment and academic intervention for our students.



There is a Financial Aid Meeting scheduled for seniors and their parents explaining how to understand and apply for financial aid for college. This includes learning how to file the FAFSA and understanding the results, college costs, etc. This meeting is scheduled for Nov. 7th at 7:00 p.m. in the high school commons.



I explained to our students at the beginning-of-the-year assembly that there are several factors driving this change: 1) efficiencies that go with having just one lunch shift and 2) support for the academic success of all our students. Within the SLC schedule we will continue to have Sustained Silent Reading (SSR) every Monday. But more importantly, we have built into our schedule an opportunity for academic enrichment, teacher and student mentoring, and direct academic intervention. We have also included an Activity Day - a social opportunity for an entire grade-level class to interact one time during the week in the gym. I want to thank all the students, teachers, associates, secretaries, cooking staff, and custodial staff for their flexibility and support through this change.



Connecting with the Counselor It is just the beginning of the school year but honestly it feels like we have been in school for months already. Summer flew by fast! After completing my first year in the school counselor role I am feeling like I am finally finding my groove. However, I still have a lot of things I am learning. I would like to introduce the Counselor’s Corner on the AGWSR website which is located under the “Students” tab. I do my best to communicate through the website and to provide as much information as I can on topics you may need. The front page contains information about myself, a link to my blog, “Everyday talk from the Counselor’s Corner”, upcoming events and my contact information. There are many links on the left side of the page including a “Community Resources” link which lists names and numbers of community resources available for different things including counseling and crisis hotline numbers. There is also a link to I Have A Plan Iowa. This is a program students in grades 8-12 use in planning for high school as well as college readiness and career planning. Currently this page has more resources for high school students and their parents. On the left side of the page there are specific links for each high school grade level. These links provide a month by month timeline the students can use in preparing for their future and getting ready for college and life after high school. The “Ready for College” link lists dates for the ACT, graduation requirements, information about college credit classes available through the high school, and a ‘helpful links’ section located on the bottom right corner of the page with numerous links to helpful websites for college planning, test preparation, scholarships, interest inventories, and financial aid. There is a “Colleges” link providing names of postsecondary institutions in Iowa. The “Scholarships” link gives names of only some of the possible scholarships students can apply for and will be updated soon.



There is a College Planning Night workshop scheduled for Nov. 21 at 7:00 in the high school commons. This meeting is for sophomore and junior students and their parents who would like to know more about how to prepare their student for college, selecting an appropriate college, and understanding what colleges are looking for in the admission process regarding GPA, ACT scores and high school course selection.



“YEARBOOK – 2014”



“Signing Off 2013” Yearbooks allow all students to see themselves and their friends in print as a part of the school story and are valuable keepsakes that everyone in the AGWSR community can hold onto forever. Creating a yearbook is a great way for students to learn first-hand many skills for multiple business career paths. The real-life experience gleaned in yearbook can lead to personal and professional success, no matter what career choice they pursue. Yearbook staff helps the entire school community remember and share their unique school story each year through the yearbook. Yearbook is not only a limited edition keepsake, but also an important class and activity in schools, helping students develop over 30 real-world skills including journalism, photography, writing and design, leadership and marketing that position them for success long after the yearbook has been created. From start to finish, creating a yearbook is much like a business, run by students and under the guidance of a yearbook adviser. Yearbook staff members take photographs, write stories, design page layouts, create cover art, and oversee the marketing, selling a distributing of their yearbooks. Yearbook sales will begin Nov. 4h and continue through the 2013-2014 school year. Watch for early bird sale specials! Order forms will be available to all parents and students attending Parent-Teacher Conferences the week of Nov. 4th.
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AGWSR Wellsburg Center News Mrs. Sheryl Arends, Principal



The mission of the AGWSR Community Schools is to provide EXCELLENCE IN EDUCATION so that each student will discover LIFE-LONG LEARNING and become a self-respecting, contributing adult member of society. We have had a great start to the 2013-2014 school year! The students and staff are working hard and a great deal of learning is taking place! Our goal is to make sure each student is successful. We need the help and support of parents to make this possible. Parents can show their support by getting your child to school each day, making sure they are well rested, and by checking to see that homework is being completed and returned. Helping your child study for tests, encouraging them to read, and being enthusiastic about learning are also helpful. All of us at the Wellsburg Center are promoting reading in our classrooms and we appreciate all of your efforts at home! Thanks to each of you who helps a child learn! To kick off this school year, we have worked hard to complete MAP testing. The students have learned about our building expectations and are doing a great job of meeting those. The week of



October will be another busy month with a variety of activities going on. Please ask your child regularly what is happening at school—I am sure they will have things to share! Feel free to call me anytime if you have questions, suggestions, or concerns. Sincerely, Mrs. Arends



-Rachel S. (6th gr.) Mrs Lee said Whitanie is so helpful in class with other students! -Keaton P. (6th gr.) Mrs. Nazario said Keaton has been working hard and has a great attitude! -Carrinton H. (7th gr.) Mrs. Drake said Carrinton is very patient and includes others in activities! -Andrew K. (7th gr.) Mrs. Sicard said Andrew has a good sense of humor and is very kind and cordial! -Brayden P. (8th gr.) Mrs. Oldenburger said Brayden is a nice student that cares about his work! -Liam S. (8th gr.) Mr. Karsjens said Liam is a great student! You all showed great strength of character. These young people know that Character Counts in Cougar Country!



Right: Kids of Character: Chase B., David K., Emersyn M., Kaden A., Easton Below: Lane



October Events 14th – No School – NICL Professional Development Day 17th – 7/8 grade Cougar Volleyball Tourney @Wellsburg



Character Counts in Cougar Country! At AGWSR Schools, we want to recognize those students that demonstrate strong character. -Lane Rose (Kdg.) Mrs. Pleggenkuhle said Lane works kindly with others! -Easton K. (1st gr.) Mrs. Bear said Easton does a great job of following school and classroom expectations! -Kaden Abbas (2nd gr.) Miss Koch said Kaden participates in class and is a good listener! -David K. (4th gr.) Mrs. Price said David is so willing to help others – a great young man! -Emersyn M. (5th gr.) Mrs. Hames said Emersyn is such a hard worker and a kind young lady! -Chase B. (5th gr.) Mr. Gerbracht said Chase always puts homework first – he is very responsible! -Whitanie N. (6th gr.) Mrs Lee said Whitanie is so helpful in class with other students!



Right: Kids of character: front row: Keaton P., Whitanie N., Rachel S. Back row: Brayden P., Carrinton H., Liam S., Andrew K.



Fall Fitness Walk AGWSR Wellsburg Center will be participating in the Fall Fitness Walk on October 9. This is part of the Healthiest State Initiative. Young students will be walking around the school and older students will be walking around Wellsburg. If you would like to join us we will be walking at 12:45.



AGWSR Cougar Tracks 7th & 8th Grade Athletics: Volleyball and football are well underway at the 7th and 8th grade! We are always proud of how many of our students participate in one or more activities. Numerous studies have shown that the more activities a student is involved with, the higher the student’s grade point, and the less likely that student is to be involved in illegal or other harmful activities. We know that most students participate for fun and to be with friends. Winning is not the most important aspect of sports to most students. In AGWSR Middle School athletics, our coaches emphasize four areas: sportsmanship, fundamentals, learning the school system of play, and participation for all. We believe that this foundation will provide our students with rewarding and fun experiences in our sports programs.



School Lunch Week School Lunch Week is October 14-18. We want to thank our lunchroom staff of Cindy Slifer, Kristi Primus, Janice Koch, and Karen Kruger for all they do for us! They are always friendly to our staff and students and work hard to make our lunchtime such a pleasant experience! Thank you ladies!



Cougar Connection and Cougar Impact



Our parent organizations, Cougar Connection and Cougar Impact, provide great support for our Kindergarten – 8th grade students! Both groups help fund field trips, assemblies, dances and provide funds for teacher supplies. I encourage you to volunteer in any way you can to help these great organizations. A big thank you to both organizations for providing many opportunities for our students! Cougar Impact is in charge of the concession stand at all of our middle school athletic events. Your support of the food stand helps these groups fund many of our field trips and activities. Cougar Impact will also be sponsoring the Younkers fundraiser for grades 4-8 later in the month. Be sure to watch for information!



Changing Times Fall sports have been under way for some time now. During the start of school, practices were held in the morning to beat the heat. Thanks parents for getting your athlete up and to the bus stop on time. These thanks will not be said enough and will not be big enough. It probably won’t be the last time that your schedule will be in disarray. Remember that if the weather conditions are warm, have your athlete replenish the fluids that they lost during practice or the contest. Even if the weather is not warm, it is a good practice to begin. Pop/Soda are not a good replacement. Some PowerAde/Gatorade will be good, but not too much of that either. Good ol’ fashion water is the best thing. Remember to eat a healthy balanced meal. Drinking and eating helps give more energy and will help stop muscle cramping during game or practice. Speaking of conditions, our Wellsburg Center will be going through some changes throughout the year. Construction will begin in the middle of September. They have said that parking shouldn’t be affected, but one never knows. Please be aware of the construction zones. Entrances should not be affected, but if they are, your athlete will bring a notice home stating what entrance will be used. We will be getting new bleachers in the gymnasium. You could experience or may have already, a different seating arrangement.



PAGE 7



Please be patient as our district goes through a major facelift. Construction may change the way winter sports practices are conducted. Some accommodations may need to happen so that all have an equal opportunity of practice time. Some game sites may need to change due to construction. Do I see this happening, no! What I am trying to do is prepare you for a possible change in your daily/weekly routine. Notices will be sent home if any of the above items need to occur. Once again thanks for your flexibility, patience, and understanding as we try to get through the year!!



Teamwork in the Classroom at AGWSR WRITTEN BY MR. GERBRACHT/MRS. HAMES



Students in fourth and fifth grades at AGWSR spent the opening days of the school year learning the secrets to teamwork. Our future scientist worked to stack six plastic cup using only a rubber-band and four strings, ”No Hands.” At first glance, students saw this challenge as an easy one. They would soon find out that these cups would tip over, slide on top of each other, and even fall off the table to the floor which made the challenge even harder. We had several groups work really well together in terms of communication, positive reinforcement, and listening. They learning to communicating what they needed to do in order to accomplish the challenge. For example, one group spent a lot of time picking their cup(s) up off the floor, using only the rubber-band tool they designed. They figured out if they knocked all the cup on the floor to start with, they could save time building it down there and removing one of the variables. We had a few groups at first that struggled to share the control, listen before doing, and to work as one unit. By the end of the second day, students were able to stack cups with little to no trouble.
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AGWSR Cougar Tracks Social Studies students worked in teams to make the tallest free standing tower out of newspaper and masking tape. We talked about how a good team has a strong foundation, just as a good tower needs a strong base. The tallest tower stood 73 inches.



AGWSR Ackley Center News Mrs. Teresa Keninger, Principal



Cougar’s Den Golf Tournament This year in August, we held the annual fund-raising golf tournament. We were raising money to complete the rubberized poured-in-place safety surface for the playground at Cougar’s Den. We needed $4,200 to reach our goal of $22,000 for the project. We had previously received the following grants and donations for the project: $4,000 from the golf tournament in 2012, $5,000 from the Hardin County Community Endowment Foundation, $4,500 from the Grundy County Community Foundation, $500 from the Grundy County Community Foundation on behalf of Dennis and Holly Kruger Family, $3,500 from the Community Foundation of Franklin County, and $300 from Wal-Mart. Thanks to our generous tournament sponsors and donors, those who participated in the tournament, and those who purchased items at the auction, we were able to raise $4,700! The poured-inplace surface is completed and all paid off. Thanks again to everyone for your support of Cougar’s Den. It is a tremendous asset to our community and the new safety surface is a fantastic addition to our playground. Stop by and see it in person when you get a chance! Golf Tournament winners: Women’s Longest Drive: Cass Keninger Men’s Longest Drive: Tyler Sprain Longest Putt: John Enslin Closest to the Pin on the Drive: Clarence Schipper Championship flight: 1st place: Anthony Nederhoff, Hunter Drake, John Bell, Lane Bangasser



2nd place: Tyler Sprain, Kenzie Sprain, JasonHunt, Greg Lindaman 1st Flight 1st place: Teresa Keninger, Jon Keninger, Marcia Schipper, John Chesshire 2nd place: Eric Graham, John Enslin, Nick Bonewitz, Mike Fistler 2nd Flight 1st place: Lori Fistler, Leda Mae Ibeling, Jan Scheeler, MJ Hanson 2nd place: Tammy Hofmeister, Barry Hofmeister, Dawn Meinders, Korey Meinders



Homecoming We always enjoy being part of the Homecoming parade. The students love to cheer for the Cougars and are very good at showing their school spirit! Please watch for our floats and new banners in the parade on Friday, September 27! Please check out the website for photos from Homecoming.



Fall is in the Air! We have had a crazy start to the beginning of the school year with all the extreme heat that lasted well into September. Now, the temperatures are dropping as fall is upon us. Please be sure your child has appropriate clothing for the cooler weather. Some days hats and gloves feel great in the morning as the temperatures continue to fall. Dressing in layers works well so students can remove layers as the day warms up and add a layer if it cools down. Thanks for your assistance with keeping your child comfortable as temperatures fluctuate. We do go out for recess daily unless it is raining or temperatures including the wind chill are below zero.



School Attendance It is important to have your children at school on time each day. It is difficult for students to transition into the classroom when they arrive late and it disrupts learning for other students. We realize that at times there is a situation that prevents you from getting your children to school on time, but that should not be on a regular basis. The tardy bell rings at 8:15 and teachers begin instruction immediately. When children are absent, they miss the important announcements for the day, miss opening activities, and miss out on the social aspect when kiddos and teachers are greeting each other as they prepare to start the day.



AGWSR Cougar Tracks Fire Prevention Week October is fire prevention month. Have you gone over your safety plan for your home? Your child should know 2 ways to escape from every room in their house in case a fire is blocking an entrance. Does your child know where your family meeting place is outside your home in case of a fire? Please review these things with your children. We will have the firefighters visit this month to teach us fire safety and prevention.



Fall Parties We will be having our fall classroom parties on Thursday, October 31. Please be watching for details coming home from your child’s classroom teacher. We ask that students have a costume that is appropriate for school (nothing bloody or scary, no weapons-not even plastic or pretend). If you have questions, please call me at the school.



Cougar Connection Our parent organization is called Cougar Connection. This group of volunteer parents and teachers is a fabulous group to work with and a great asset to AGWSR. This year they will be sponsoring grades K-5 and Cougar Impact will sponsor grades 6-8. Cougar Connection provide many opportunities for our students and staff that aren’t always possible through the school budget. They provide materials and equipment for the classrooms, pay for field trips, and many other events and activities, too numerous to mention. Think about joining the fun-they are always looking for new members. If you haven’t checked into joining this group and would like to attend the meetings, please contact the school for information on the upcoming meetings. The next scheduled meeting is October 23, 2013 at 6:00 in the elementary art room in Ackley.



Parent-Teacher Conferences It’s hard to believe but conferences are just around the corner! We will be scheduling times for November 4 and 7. Within the next two weeks you will be receiving a survey asking for your top three choices for conferences. Please be prompt in returning these surveys so we can begin the lengthy scheduling process. We try very hard to accommodate everyone’s request but we know at times it becomes impossible. Please be assured that we will do everything we can to schedule a time that will work for you. We look forward to meeting with you to discuss your child’s progress. Final conference assigned times will be sent home the week of October 21.



October 14 Just a reminder that there is NO SCHOOL for kids on Monday, October 14. That day is set aside for North Iowa Cedar League (NICL-our athletic conference) Professional Development. All AGWSR teaching staff will be attending the iTech conference in Des Moines this year. The training staff members will receive in Des Moines will reinforce our district’s emphasis on technology infusion in the classrooms.



SAIL AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION HAPPENINGS It’s another exciting start to the AGWSR school year. In the Elementary, Junior High, and High School SAIL we encourage learners to use higher-order thinking
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skills, the more they do this the more familiar the habits of thought become, and the more the learners come to expect such questions and activities in class. Asking questions such as these shows learners that the teacher believes they have the capability of reaching greater intellectual heights. A teacher must try to activate every learner’s ability to think at higher levels. Some activities that students will participate in will be Lego and vex robotics, Destination Imagination, Quiz bowls, Night of the Notables, and tutoring just to name a few things. Last year the DI team won the state instant challenge competition in the high school division of improve. The team members were Abbie Young, Levi Stockdale, Dylan Heetland, Reagan Rathe, Christian Villalobos and Belle Rivera. In the High School the early bird fitness class works on weight training and physical movements such as bounding, stretching, foot movements, also the class works on nutrition, rest, and hydration. The class uses the computer to create technique videos of all the lifts and stretching that the class does. In the elementary physical education, in the spring of 2013, we participated in jump rope for heart and it was a huge success. The K-3 students raised a little over $2000.00; awesome job by our elementary. We begin the fall with fitness testing and basic movements. As we continue through the weeks the students will work on all movements such as throwing, catching, kicking, punting and all of the basic movements in space. The year goes fast and will be busy for all with many activities taking place. So here goes to an awesome 2013-2014 school year.



COUGAR CONNECTION CORNER BY LISA KIELTY AND SHELBY ABBAS



Cougar Connection has been off to a very busy start this school year! It has been decided that the parent/teacher group Cougar Connection will support grades K-5 and Cougar Impact will cover 6-8. Both groups got together Aug. 28th in Wellsburg at the Public Library. We will meet again next May at the Ackley Pizza Ranch. Cougar Connection also held one of its regular meetings Sept 4th. Much was discussed and decided upon. We will be helping with the Homecoming Parade once again. We also will be selling men’s neckties that are “AGWSR themed”, with a choice of navy or purple. T-shirts will also be sold. They will be a choice of white or gray, with “Cougar Country” on the front and a listing of all of our towns on the back. Be looking for both of these items! T-shirts will be $10.00 and a price on the ties will be decided soon. We still have a few garden flags left with the school name and paw print on it. They are $10.00 each. We have seen many around town and they look awesome! We continue to collect many things that help raise money for the school. Box Tops bring in a nice amount of money for us. We also still collect Pizza Ranch wagon tabs, Hy-Vee receipts from both Iowa Falls and Eldora, and pop tabs for the Ronald McDonald house. We will NO LONGER be taking milk lids. Those programs have discontinued. Thanks for your support in the past of those, and thank-you so much for continuing to save on the other items! Sunny Delight is giving away 20 free books per classroom teacher if they receive 20 UPC labels! That is an amazing give-away! Please save your Sunny Delight labels and send them with your child or bring into the school office. Deadline on this is November. Thanks for all the help and support once again! Cougar Connection is a volunteer group and we are lucky to have some great helpers! Our next meeting will be October 23rd in the Elem. Art room. We are always looking for more parent help. Please feel free to attend any meeting if you can. Go Cougars!!



AGWSR Cougar Tracks
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October 2013 Breakfast includes - Milk & Juice Lunch includes - Salad Bar & Milk Menu Subject to Change Fresh Fruit, Vegetables and Whole Grains Served When Possible The USDA is an Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer



Monday



Tuesday Shrimp Shapes Mashed Potatoes Bread & Butter Fruit



Wednesday 1



Lasagna Garlic Bread Coleslaw Peaches



Breakfast Breakfast Pizza



Breakfast Waffles & Sausage



Tuna & Noodles Cheese Sandwich Peas Fruit Cup



Crispito 8 Cheese Slice Carrots Peanut Butter Sandwich Fruit



Cheesy Potatoes & Ham Green Beans Orange Wheels



Breakfast Cereal & Toast



Breakfast Breakfast Pizza



Breakfast Pancake on Stick



14 National Hot Lunch Week



Tacos Corn Juice Chocolate Cake



7



15



Grilled Chicken Sandwich Peas Peaches



Thursday 2



BBQ Rib Sandwich Broccoli/Cheese Pineapple



Friday 3



Breakfast Breakfast Sandwich



9 Cheeseburger Baked Beans Fruit Cookie



10 Popcorn Chicken Mashed Potatoes Bread & Butter Pears



Chicken & Gravy Over Biscuits Green Beans Peaches



21 Cooks Choice



Breakfast Cereal & Toast



Breakfast Breakfast Pizza



Pizza 28 Corn Juice Peanut Butter Brownie



Chicken Nuggets Mashed Potatoes Bread & Butter Fruit



Breakfast Cereal & Toast



Breakfast Breakfast Pizza



Breakfast French Toast Sausage 22 Sloppy Joe Potatoes Pears



17



Breakfast French Toast & Sausage



29 Mac & Cheese Green Beans Applesauce



Breakfast Waffles & Yogart



Breakfast Breakfast Wrap



23 Vegetable & Beef Soup Grilled Cheese Sandwich Veggie Sticks



11



Breakfast Cereal & Toast



No School Breakfast Breakfast Pizza



4



Breakfast Cereal & Toast



Breakfast Omelet & Toast 16 Chili Cinnamon Rolls Veggie Sticks Rosy Applesauce



Beefburger French Fries Mandarin Oranges



Nachos W/ Meat & Cheese Green Beans Peanut Butter Sandwich Apple Wedges



18



Breakfast Cereal & Toast 24 Ham Slice Mashed Potatoes Bread & Butter Fruit



Breakfast Omelet & Toast



30 Happy Halloween 31 Sack Lunch Will consist of: Hot Dog, Fruit Snacks, veggie sticks and cookie Breakfast Breakfast Sandwich



Breakfast Cereal & Toast



25



AGWSR Cougar Tracks Sun



Mon



Tue



Wed



1



2
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Thu



Early Dismissal*



Fri



3



~Speech: Parents Night 7pm-



~VB@H (W. Marsh) 6:00



Sat



4



~FB @Mason City 7:00 (NewmCath)



~MSVB @ WB (E.Marsh) 4:15 ~8th FB @ WB (DNH) 4:15 Day6



Day5



6



7



8



~VB@Eldora 6:00 ~CC@Fox Ridge GC 5:00



~JVFB@Garwin 6:00



MS VB@ Grundy 4:15



~NO SCHOOL14 Teacher PD Day



~Fall Fitness Walk~ K-8



15 ~VB@ H (BCLUW) 6:00



16



Day2



22



Yearbook Ad Sales



23



Day3



Early Dismissal*



Cougar Connection Parents meeting 6pm Elem Art Room Day1



Day6



27 ~N



n~ tio n e



nv Co v2 A o F l F 29-N a on ct ati O



28



29



~MS VB@Gladbrook 9AM



12 ~VB@ Hudson (Hudson Tourn) 9AM



~MSVB @ Toledo 4:15 ~8th FB @ WB (Jesup)4:15 Day6



17



~MSVB @ WB (Cougar Inv) 4:00 ~8th FB @ Grundy 4:15



HS Fall Concert 7pm Day4



24 ~CC Regoionals 4:00



Day1



18 ~FB @Lake Mills7:00 19



30 Early Dismissal*



~End of 1st Quarter25 vertise your26 busine



ss Ad~FB@Home(Pr.Valley) 7:00 by calliACT ngTesting ~Parents hereNight Day3



31 Holiday PartiesElementary 2:00



Day6



Day1



Day5



Dollars For Scholars Supper



Day2



District FCCLA



Day5



11



~FB@Home(Belmond) 7:00



~VB@ Ch. City 9AM ~CC@Pine Lake 9AM



National School Lunch Week Oct. 14-18



Columbus Day ~JVFB@Dike 6:00



Early Dismissal*



PSAT Testing (AM)



~School Board Meeting 7:00 (tentative)



21



10



Day5



Day4



~JVFB@ Home (BCLUW) 6:00 ~CC@Eagle Grove GC 4:00 ~JVVB@Conrad (Tourn) 6:00



20



Early Dismissal*



~7th FB @ Dysart 4:15 Day3



13



9



Day2



Day1



5



Halloween



Day2



Day4



Cougars...where Cougars...where w will ill yyou ou be b anking t oday? be banking today



Thank You



ASB’s Mobile Banking... on the go! 650 Main Street • P.O. Box 149 Ackley, Iowa 50601 641-847-2651 • 800-864-4689 Fax: 641-847-2011



to all the businesses who support the Cougar Tracks newsletter.



www.ackleystatebank.com



For all your photography needs Call Photography By Kendall Studio Hours Tuesdays 1 pm to 5 pm Wednesdays 8 am to 6:30 pm Thursdays and Fridays 9 am to 5 pm Saturdays 8 am to Noon Anytime by Appointment (Including Sundays)



Member FDIC



Go Cougars!



Kendall Starek • 641-847-3018



826 Main St. • Ackley, IA 50601 • www.photographybykendall.com



CouGo gar s



Go rs! a oug



We deliver quality health care to patients- from infants to long-term care residents.



!



C



Dave Lutterman



Cell# 319-415-4793



Laura Flanagan, Brittany Flanagan, Manager Manager



Buffet Everyday



634 Main, Ackley



Noon Buffet Served from 11 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. Evening Buffet served from 5 - 7:30 p.m.



641-847-2244



Current Electric “Upgrade your wiring to Current standards”



319-269-8931 Bruce Berghuis Wellsburg Farm, Home, Commercial



PHARMACY



722 Main Street • Ackley, IA • 641-847-2585



PeoplesModern Savings Bank Banking – Old Fashioned Friendliness



Wellsburg 641-869-3721



Cleves 641-847-3126



Toll Free: 877-508-2265



www.bankpsb.com



Brandt Seed Jim & Marcie Brandt 196 Franklin St. N. Ackley, IA 50601



• Crop Insurance • Fit Field Mapping & Planning • Weigh Wagon • Agronomy Service



• • • •



Seed Treatment Grass Seeds Talc/Graphite Bulk Seed



Dike 319-989-9062



Wellsburg Insurance Agency Lindsey Beving, Manager



507 3rd Street Wellsburg, IA



Ph. 641-869-3724 Fax 641-869-5508



MEMBER FDIC



hinery Service c a M g A



Independent Sales Rep. for Pioneer Products



641-847-2663 - Ofﬁce [email protected]



Wellsburg Ag



Barry Hofmeister 501 Sherman Ave, Ackley, IA 641-847-2376 www.barryhofmeister.com



Lonny Beving Cleves



641-847-2305
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