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Chancellor’s Parent Advisory Council (CPAC) Website: www.cpacnyc.com Email: [email protected] Twitter: @cpacnyc Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/cpacny Co-Chair – Marco Battistella Co-Chair – Jessamyn Lee 1st Vice-Chair – Nancy Northrop 2nd Vice-Chair – Pamela Stewart Recording Secretary – Ayishah Irvin Treasurer – John Gavros Corresponding Secretary – Celia Green Parliamentarian – Susan Crowson



Mayor Bill de Blasio Office of the Mayor City Hall New York, NY 10007



January 11, 2018



Dear Mayor de Blasio, The Chancellor’s Parents Advisory Council is the elected body representing all the PAs and PTAs in New York City, and through them, all NYC parents. Our purpose is to advise the Chancellor of New York City’s Department of Education on educational policy. In light of the announcement that Chancellor Carmen Fariña will be retiring in the coming months, the members of CPAC request that you include seven parents, a group comprised of CPAC representatives from each of the five boroughs, a parent of a special education student, and the parent of an English Language Learner, to represent public school parents in the selection process for the New York City Department of Education’s new leader. Through the Department of Education’s C-30 Series, a minimum of four parents are a mandated constituency of the selection panel for every principal, assistant principal and superintendent in the school system, though no similar process exists for the selection of the chancellor. As you endeavor to find another educator to continue to implement the student and family-centered initiatives initiated by Chancellor Fariña, CPAC encourages you to include parent leaders in this decision, as a means of making this process more transparent, inclusive, and representative of the diverse communities of our city. CPAC exists to collaborate with the DOE’s top leadership to shape education policy and initiatives for the entire city. As elected parent representatives from every school district, CPAC is in touch with the needs, challenges, and assets of our schools on an intimate and practical level.



The NYCDOE is entrusted with the education and care of 1.1 million students, comprising nearly 14% of NYC’s overall population. Overwhelmingly, the student population is not eligible to vote or otherwise participate in community government. Parents are included in the hiring of leadership on school and district levels, but are effectively locked out of the appointment of the DOE’s top leader. We, the parents of our 1.1 million students, represent their disenfranchised voices and simply must be included in the hiring of the new chancellor. Respectfully, The Chancellor’s Parent Advisory Council Approved by the membership at the January 11, 2018 meeting.
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