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“Current crisis and issue of democracy in the Mediterranean as they affect matters of gender” Hemicycle Marseille Provence Metropolis Pharo Palace Saturday 6 April 2013 Euro Mediterranean symposium organized by the RUSEMEG (Association for the Euro Mediterranean Academic and scientific Network on gender and women- RUS)



Summary of the symposium – Second International encounter between researchers organised by the RUS, this symposium launched the pilot project of an academic and scientific Euro Mediterranean network on gender and women. This network is meant to be the knowledge cluster of the Euro Mediterranean Developing Women Empowerment project, labelled by the Union for the Mediterranean (UfM), which prefigures the future Euro Mediterranean Women Foundation whose creation should be announced at the forthcoming UfM summit. The symposium was preceded by the meeting of the RUSEMEG executive Board that broadened the original Board, established by the constituent General Assembly of the 7th December 2012, with the election of 4 new members coming from Moroccan, Tunisian, Algerian and Spanish Universities or research Labs. Held on a day, the symposium counted with conferences by nine Euro Mediterranean academics working in the field of gender and gender equality and with the attendance of numerous NGO’s representatives and gender activists from the Region of Marseilles. The different speeches analysed the situation of women in the south Mediterranean countries after the uprisings of the Arab spring and the parallel situation of European women subjected to the current economic and democratic crisis in Europe. The symposium was opened by the secretary general of the French interdepartmental delegation for the Mediterranean, Nathalie Pilhes, and closed by Fatma Lalem, deputy mayor of Paris and representing the French Ministry for women rights to the Anna Lindh Forum. Yvonne Kniebilher, French pioneer of the research on motherhood and women, originator of the Research Laboratory on gender GeFEM and member of the Mediterranean House of human sciences in Aix-en-Provence (MMSH), chaired the symposium as honorary president. The moderator was Hager Ben Sheik, jurist and journalist from Tunisia. After the opening address by Zohra Mezgueldi, President of the RUSEMEG, who highlighted the significance of sex equality issues at stake in the current struggle for democracy, the symposium developed analysis on the following topics:



Morning: “The rights of Tunisian women in the context of the transitional period: Challenges, threats and resistances” by Dalenda Larguèche, History professor at La Manouba University and director of CREDIF – Tunis - Tunisia “ Precarious subjectivities and gender politics in the Greek crisis” By Elena Tzelepis, Greek researcher in the Centre for advanced studies – Sofia – Bulgaria



“ Algerian women in politics, past and present” by Fatma Oussedik, Sociology Professor at the University of Algiers 2, Associate Director of research in the CREAD – Algiers - Algeria



Afternoon: “ How is represented the current setback for women rights in Spain: A linguistic analysis” by Marta Segarra, Professor of Literature at the University of Barcelona – Spain. “ The Italian anomaly and the female political movement ” by Chiara Zamboni, Professor of Philosophy at the University of Verona - Italy “ Gender and justice system reform in Morocco” by Fouzia Assouly, President of the Democratic League for the rights of woman” – Morocco “ From law to reality, a space-time to be revisited” by Michele Riot-Sarcey, History Professor at the University of Paris 8, head of the RING (International network of research on gender) Paris- France The debate was eventually open with the public and the speakers answered the questions of the assistance. Following the symposium during the conclusive assembly of the Anna Lindh Forum, the President of the RUSEMEG was invited to present the work of the association. In her final address to the Anna Lindh Foundation, the French Minister for the rights of women, Najat Vallaud-Belkacem, acknowledged the creation of the RUSEMEG as the founding stone of the future Euro Mediterranean women Foundation, which is to be set up by the Union for the Mediterranean. 05/06/2013
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