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Manager’s Corner by Roy Anderson We have updated the recycle room. Waste Management sorts everything out on their own from the dumpsters. All plastic, cans, paper, paper board will go in the big blue bins. The cardboard can be broken down and placed in the same spot as before on the blue rolling rack. This will make things much easier to handle for Jesse. There is also a bin for trash in the corner. Please pay attention to the labels on the bins. The mail room has a new shelving system to keep things organized and neat for those residents out of town with mail on hold. The United States Postal Service, United Parcel Service and Federal Express also know to put packages inside the mail room so nothing should be left out on bench. They will look for returns on the rack in mailroom. If you have a package labeled to be returned to the sender, make sure it is clearly labeled “return.” The Guest suite carpets will be cleaned on Thursday, February 8. The Guest Suite is completely open for rent the entire months of February and March. Please send a request through our web site at BuildingLink or just talk with me if you would like to reserve it. My wife Katy is now working for Scott Rice Office Works in Leawood. Scott Rice Office Works offers industry-leading products and solutions that focus on helping make the most of one’s entire workspace. We are very excited about this great opportunity and I am very proud of all of her hard work. Feel free to check out the website, http://www.scottrice. Roy Anderson, his wife Katy com. and their daughter Maggie.



Featuring Roger Offield Roger Offield of Unit 403 is a man with infectious enthusiasm for his work and “his kids” at Brookside Charter School on 63rd Street. His personal history and background have a lot to do with his passion for education and caring for children at a young age. Roger was born in Kansas City but his family moved to Excelsior Springs when he was in the second grade, and he was raised there. At the age of five his father was killed, and his mother raised him and his two older brothers. “She is an amazing woman,” he states. As a youngster Roger was “ornery,” as he says, and hard to control. He had a difficult time in school, largely ignored by his teachers, until he discovered that athletics was an area in which he could excel. “They began paying attention to me when they saw I was an athlete,” he remembers. “I replied, ‘Why didn’t you pay attention to me earlier?’” Roger Offield is shown with one He was a football player through high of the students at his school, Brookside Charter School. school and then went to school at Simpson College in Iowa where he participated in football and wrestling. Next he went to William Jewell College in Liberty where he played football. He graduated from the University of Central Missouri, then known as Central Missouri State University, with a business education degree. Following graduation he earned a master’s degree from Webster University in education, and then a second master’s degree from William Woods College in administration. He also has an education specialist in administration. He began his career as a school teacher and administrator at Park Hill High School in the Northland, as a student teacher and coach. He also worked for North Kansas City High School as a teacher and coach, then for the Odessa School District where he (continued on page 2)
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Featuring Roger Offield



(continued from page 1)



was an administrator and athletic director. For eight years he has been the superintendent at the Brookside Charter School on 63rd Street. “Brookside Charter has been around a long time,” he says, “first as a private school near 51st and Baltimore. That property was eventually condemned and the school moved to a location near St. Francis Xavier Church on Troost Avenue across the street from Rockhurst University. It has been a charter school for 15 years. “Eight years ago the school bought the former bookstore of the Nazarene University on 63rd Street, near Penner’s. We renovated it into a school building.” Brookside Charter teaches students from pre-kindergarten through the 8th grade. During his eight years as superintendent, Brookside Charter has expanded from 250 students to 650 students, and next year will probably reach 800 students. “That’s our capacity,” he says, “unless we purchase a second building and move our middle school there. We might possibly do that…we’ll see.” The school originally considered itself a neighborhood school. Ninety-seven percent of the students are African-American, and 98% of them qualify for free school lunches. “But we have now found that our students live up and down the Highway 71 corridor,” he says. The school has no busing, and it is a requirement that the parents drop off the students at school each morning and come to the classrooms to pick them up at the end of the day. “We want these parents to have a sense of ownership in the school,” he says. Last year the school had a waiting list of over 200 students. “We are completely independent of the Kansas City, Missouri School District,” says Roger. “We are run by an independent board of directors which manages our finances. We are sponsored in the community by UMKC, which is responsible to make sure that we comply with the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) guidelines.” The Brookside Charter School uses a “leadership model” for its educational programs. “This is a program based on Steven Covey’s book The Seven Habits of Highly Effective People,” he explains. The Covey book presents an approach to being effective in attaining goals by aligning oneself to what Covey calls “true north” principles of a character and ethics. Using these principles as a mechanism for training students was not invented at Brookside Charter, but is a program that is used in several school systems around the country. “We try to cultivate habits in our students that will lead them to be effective throughout their lives,” Roger explains. “Our motto is ‘Enter to Learn, Exit to Lead,’ and we try to live up to that. It’s really the students who run this program; the teachers and administrators are just the guides.” (continued on page 4)



Residents Enjoy Tour of Crestwood Units



A number of Crestwood residents enjoyed a tour of three Crestwood units and then a soup supper in the club room on January 21. The evening was organized by Dalene Bradford and other members of the board. Shown above in the Phil and Janet Miller unit on the 7th floor are Don and Pat Dagenais, Mary Sweat, Maribeth and Maurice O’Sullivan, Donna Nally, Andi Smith, Chris Crenner and Kathy Levy. Below in the Una Creditor unit on the 3rd floor are Earl Adam, Katie and Clyde Wendel, Una Creditor, Terri and Doug Curran and Bill and Mary Alice Galligan. Also opening her unit for visitors was Julie Trotter on the 4th floor.



The cooks in the club room kitchen: Dalene Bradford, Carm Hakan and Andi Smith.
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Congratulations to Doug Curran for winning the Kaler’s Trivia Contest for the month of January. Here are January’s three questions and the answers, as properly identified by Doug:



1965. The trams became operational in 1967, and a visitors center opened the same year. The Arch stands 630 feet tall, about the height of a 63-story building. 3. What is pictured in this photograph below? Hint: The photo was taken circa 1955. Answer: The answer is Signboard Hill. This photograph was taken near Main Street a bit north of Pershing Road, looking south. Later the buildings and their prominent (some felt obnoxious) signs on Signboard Hill were removed to make way for what is now the Westin Crown Center Hotel. The hotel is built into the side of the old hill, as you will recall from seeing the waterfall inside the hotel lobby.



1. Who cut the ribbon for the grand opening of the Kansas City Municipal Airport (now called the Charles B. Wheeler Airport) in 1927? Answer: As Doug knew, the answer is Charles A. Lindbergh. Lindbergh took his famous solo airplane flight across the Atlantic Ocean in his plane named The Spirit of St. Louis, landing near Paris, France on May 21, 1927. He was just 25 years old when he completed the trip. Just three months later on August 27, Lindbergh dedicated the airport. Bonus Question: What was that airport named when it was open? Answer: Una Creditor gave the answer to this one, which is that the airport was originally named Richards Fields, but was soon renamed the Municipal Kansas City Airport. The name was changed to Kansas City Downtown Airport in October 1977 and it was rededicated as Charles B. Wheeler Downtown Airport on the airport’s 75th anniversary in August 2002. Really Bonus Question: What was the other proposed name (second place name finisher)? The lobby of the Westin Crown Center Answer: The answer is Peninsula Field, due to Hotel, built into former Signboard Hill. its location on a peninsula jutting into the river.



Congratulations, Doug, on getting the correct answers! For February we have these questions for Kaler’s Trivia:



1. What sad tragedy occurred in Kansas City on 2. What is the tallest man-made monument in the Western Hemisphere? Hint: It is not in the Kansas City area January 28, 1978? but is in this part of the country. 2. Everyone in Kansas City is happy that the Sea Horse Answer: The answer is the Gateway Arch in St. Louis. Fountain on Meyer Boulevard is completely repaired The Gateway Arch is officially after a major two-year fund part of the Jefferson National raising effort was successful. Expansion Memorial, a part of the $660,000 was funded by the National Park Services. St. Louis GoBond approval and $600,000 civic leader Ely Smith conceived came from private donors and the idea of building a memorial neighborhood associations. to help revive the riverfront and Just before that appeal began, memorialize the story of the what Kansas City donor gave nation’s westward expansion. $300,000 for another special Through a nationwide design Kansas City fountain? competition conducted 1947– 3. What famous building 1948, Eero Saarinen’s stainless in Kansas City was named steel Arch was chosen as the Rochambeau? memorial. The groundbreaking took place in June 1959 and the Arch was completed in October The Gateway Arch in St. Louis.
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Featuring Roger Offield (continued from page 2)



The school tripled the size of its original location recently, using a New Market Tax Credit financing plan and funds it receives from the State of Missouri. Due to its co-teaching program where most classes have two teachers, the school has one of the lowest teacher student ratios in the area (15:1) and its classrooms are among the largest of any school in Kansas City. “Our board has managed our money very well,” he says, “and this has been a tremendous benefit.” The school’s sole fundraiser each year is its charity golf tournament which is held near the end of June each year, this year on June 26 at Loch Lloyd. Roger would welcome any interest from residents at Crestwood. “We have just hired our first development director and will begin to look for community contributions,” he says, “but that’s not really the main focus of our financing.” Roger’s principle focus, however, is not on the physical plan or the financing, but on the students. “When I see kids come into the school who have come from a tough family background and who have behavioral issues,” he says, “I tell them, ‘I get it. I went through that. I know what your life is like.’” Every activity at the school is run by the students, with the teachers and administrators just serving as guides and mentors. “In our athletic programs, the kids run everything,” he says, “from the ticket selling to the entry gates to the concessions to the scoring table to the books.” The variety of non-athletic possibilities ranges from choral singing to the chess and math clubs to the “green team” focusing on environmental issues to Scouting. One important aspects of the school is the mentoring program where students from the upper grades mentor students from the younger grades on academic subjects, and keep track of their



progress. “We also have what we call SWAG assemblies, he says,” which means Students With Academic Goals. The students get together and talk about their goals and accomplishments.” What was Roger’s path to the Crestwood Condominiums? “I first lived in Gladstone after graduating from school,” he says, “then spent several years in Odessa. After that I built a house in Blue Springs.” A few years ago, after going through a divorce, Roger wanted to relocate to Kansas City in a place close to the school. “My realtor showed me a bunch of houses but nothing was really what I wanted,” he recalls, “then she said that I should really look at this condo building. “I loved Crestwood from the first time I saw it and met Roy and Jesse,” he says. “It’s very convenient to work, it’s close to Brookside and the Plaza, and I love to run on the trolley trail when the weather is milder. “Everybody here has been warm and welcoming; I have some great neighbors.” In his spare time, Roger is an avid golfer and is a member of Hillcrest Country Club. “When the weather is nice I’ll be out there two or three times a week.” He also enjoys the exercise room at Crestwood where he frequently works out. “I love the restaurants in the neighborhood,” he says. “Our school partners with Nick ‘n Jake’s up on Main Street where we hold events.” Roger’s family has mostly remained in Kansas City. His mother, recently retired from a career in nursing with Truman Medical Center, lives in North Kansas City with his stepfather who is nearing retirement from a career as a manager at the Fairfax automobile assembly plant in Kansas City, Kansas. “They love to come over here and we go to Michael Forbes Grill in Brookside.” One of his brothers lives in North Carolina, but the other is here in Kansas City where he works at Panda Express. “At 43 I might be the youngest person in the building,” he laughs, “but Crestwood is certainly the place for me.”



Brookside 51 Announces Delay in Opening The Brookside 51 project, shown here in a recent photo, looks nearly finished with construction, but the developer has recently announced a new completion date of September 2018 for the residential units in the development. The Whole Foods Market at the corner of Brookside and 51st Street may open earlier while interior work continues on the apartment portion of the development.
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football. He graduated from the University of Central Missouri,. then known as Central Missouri State University, with a business. education degree. Following graduation he earned a master's degree from. Webster University in education, and then a second master's. degree from William Woods College in administration. 
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