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The Central Point Newsletter of Central Region Venturing | Boy Scouts of America May Newsletter 2016



Follow us on:



Area 1 Update! Venturing in Minnesota! Hello Central Region! A lots going on in Area 1! First, we just selected Rachel Cruse as our 2015-2016 Central Region Area 1 Venturing President. Rachel will be leading the Area 1 VOA to better serve Councils and Crews in Area 1. You can check out Rachel’s bio at http:// www.crventuring.org/Home/Fulltext/s=2&id=85 Also, the VOA is gearing up for the Area 1 Venturing Fun Event, known around the Area as the 2015 Venturing Shindig, where we team up with the Northern Star Council VOA to deliver an exciting weekend of Venturing fun! This year, the theme of the weekend is Medieval Times, with activities including catapult construction, high COPE, Archery, Climbing, Wilderness Survival, and an epic Dessert Contest! This is an event you won’t want to miss. And, it’s not too late to register for the Shindig at Stearns Scout Camp! Register today at www.scoutingevent.com/2015shindig. We have had a great year in Area 1, and I am excited to see where Rachel takes us this next year! Yours in Venturing, Michael O’Hara Area 1 Venturing President
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Pack and Paddle– NYLT Have you used leadership in your crew, at school, in a sport or club, or at work? Chances are, you know a few things about leadership and/or want to learn or grow your leadership skills. National Youth Leadership Training will help you do just that in a fun, outdoor setting! NYLT follows a national syllabus that teaches skills such as communication, goal setting and visions, planning, teambuilding, and effective leading through demonstrations and activities during a week at camp. National Youth Leadership Training is held in various councils and at various times throughout the year, and is open to Boy Scouts and Venturers.



National Youth Leadership Training is a training that is important for Venturers to see and use throughout Venturing, but also in our home, school, and work life. The Greater St. Louis Area Council hosts one week during the summer that focuses on Venturers alone and how we can make the best out of leadership. This Venturing-specific week of NYLT is July 19-25, 2015 at S-F Scout Ranch just south of the St. Louis area. In doing this, the Pack & Paddle program run by GSLAC will encompass aspects of high adventure throughout the discovery of leadership and give the true Venturing feel to the week. Learning and using basic Scouting skills to set up camp throughout the property, participants will hike to locations for half of the week and paddle in canoes for the other half of the week, all while carrying and packing the necessary items in backpacks. The challenges and activities relate to the program, but bring in a teambuilding and adventure aspect, and allow Venturers to discreetly practice their leadership skills that they are learning. The Venturing week of Pack & Paddle National Youth Leadership Training is one that is unforgettable and that will make an impact on your life inside and outside of Venturing. The staff is preparing for the summer course and would love for other Venturers to join us this year or next! Find more information at http://stlbsa.org/training/youth/national-youthleadership/. Can you meet the challenge? Will you lead the adventure? Consider NYLT! Yours in Venturing, Lizzie Schneider



Sea Scout Update Summer is finally here, and with it comes all the exciting activities we have all been waiting for! Before I begin, I have some news. On May 8th, I will turn 21 and will no longer serve as your Central Region Boatswain. Even though my time in this position was brief, I had a great time participating in events around the region and meeting many of my fellow scouts. I was able to accomplish the goals I set and will continue to contribute to the Sea Scout program as an adult leader. I wish the next Central Region Boatswain luck and, to the rest of you, fair winds! Now that we got that bummer out of the way, let’s get to the good stuff! The Central Region Rendezvous There is still time to register for the Central Region Rendezvous. The 2015 Central Region Rendezvous will be May 15-17, 2015. It is open to any and all Scouts of the Venturing/Sea Scout age who wish to have fun. This event features sailing, canoeing, camping and many other activities to look forward to! Applications must be in before the 14th so sign up immediately! You can find information and a link to the registration page by using this link: http://seascoutblog.org/events/2015-central-region-rendezvous/ Sea Scout Term of the Open Youth Leadership Positions Month: In our region, there are many Bridge – the elevated, enclosed open youth leadership platform on a ship from which positions that we want you to the captain and officers direct fill! For those of you that don’t operations know what I’m talking about, there are additional positions similar to mine on the Area and Council level. Along with the Boatswain, there are other leadership positions within each level that mirror that of your Ship. If you are interested in any of these positions, visit your Regional, Area, or Council websites for more information. In taking on one of these roles, you will be helping our program become more developed and organized than it has ever been. In other words, “We Want You!” In the coming months, there will be many events within the Central Region to help you get your scouting fix. The Central Region Boatswain will go over most of them in detail, but you can see a current list of all our events by going to the Central Region Venturing website: http://www.crventuring.org/Activities/ Events_Listing/. ~Alex Zoiopoulos Central Region Boatswain



Tell Us About Your Crew! What makes your crew the best crew out there? What have you done recently that was fun and exciting? Submit your story to and it will appear in the next edition of the Central Point! Has your crew ever played a live version of Where’s Waldo? How about dressed up like superheroes to go bowling? Submit a short story or even a longer one about your crew’s activities! If you have pictures, please include those, too your story. Click Here to send your story.



Submit your Venturing event on the Central Region Website! Go to http://crventuring.org and click on the “submit a calendar event” button on the lower left side of the page. Fill out the form, and now you will be able reach thousands of Venturers to come to your event!



Crew 422– Friendsgiving Hi everyone! My name is Katlin and I am the Central Region Area 7 Venturing President. I joined the Venturing program a little over six years ago when I cofounded my crew, Venturing Crew 422. After starting our unit with only six members I am quite proud that we now have approximately 45 members! Venturing Crew 422 is quite active; one of my favorite outings that we have planned every year is a trip we call Friendsgiving! Our crew has a large amount of college and high school aged youth, so we are quite busy. Friendsgiving is a chance for all of our members to get together! We go down to Union Pier Michigan and have a camp out. We make it a very relaxed weekend of camping, the beach, bon fires, and in typical Crew 422 style amazing food! Our crew loves to eat and no matter where we go food is the one thing we are never lacking! We love to fry a large turkey and eat all your Thanksgiving favorites! Then, we also through our own twist on it; we have Lithuanian scouts in our unit who cook us some amazing Lithuanian favorites as well! Throughout the weekend our youth and adults are able to bond. We play card games, hang out at the beach, and really take the time to catch up with one another. It is a tradition that strengthens our unit and takes us back to our roots. I have found that sometimes doing the simplest activities with your unit give you the best reward. We laugh, have fun, and reflect on everything this program has given to us, but most importantly all the amazing people it has brought into each of our lives. ~Katlin Adams Area 7 Venturing President



We are proud to announce the selection of the 2015-2016 Central Region Venturing Vice Presidents! Nate Steele has been selected to serve as the Vice President of Administration. In this role, he hopes to improve the training curriculum for all Venturers, develop an easy to use guide to help Council’s start their own VOAs, and work with Councils to improve their programs. Katie Bruton has been selected as the Vice President of Program. In this role, she hopes to develop a brand new Central Region Venturing Fun Event, design Council Venturing Program resources, and design Crew Activity resources to help strengthen the “Adventure” aspect of the ALPS program model. Finally, Jennifer Bullock has been selected as the Vice President of Communications. In this role, she plans on continuing the Communication endeavors of the Central Region VOA, and work with Area’s to improve their marketing techniques and overall communication strategy. Get more info on Nate, Katie and Jenny at http://www.crventuring.org/Home/Fulltext/s=1&id=349



Advisor’s Minute Hello Central Region! As the English proverb goes, “April showers bring May flowers,” we may want to consider a revision this year. Just a few days prior to the start of this month, snow actually fell and had some minor accumulation in the northern parts of our Region! I think what made it worse was that Emily and I had just returned from the Western Region event and some amazing 75-degree temperatures in southern California! (And thank you for the hospitality, Western Region!) I am typing this to you as I just returned from Area 4’s WorldFest in Kensington, Ohio. With over 345 people in attendance, it was a fantastic experience that included all of your favorite Venturing activities, some inflatable fun, and plenty of exposure into the International Scouting scene. In addition, our very own Region President, Emily Mausshardt, Region President-Elect, Brian Parro, and Area 4 President, Nate Steele, all bared the much-lower-than-expected temperatures to participate in the dunk tank to raise money for kids. While the best part of any event is the people, the big surprise was the food! Now, many of you know me to be a big fan of good food. (Who isn’t?) And traditionally, the menus served at Scouting events sometimes are less than diverse. But, keeping in-line with the international theme, Area 4 did a great job of exposing participants to food that they might not normally attempt. Some of the highlights include a Moroccan-inspired chicken with chimichurri sauce, asparagus, a South-American-inspired stew, and even couscous! While a hike through the back country is certainly high-adventure, discovering new foods can be an adventure all on its own! As May creeps into our calendar, we are faced with a variety of challenges including school finals, position changes, and figuring out our plans for the summer. I’ll save the sappy good-byes for next issue, but let’s focus on the time we have left as this team wraps-up an amazing year. Let’s work together to finish as many of our goals as we can, and to assemble a new class of amazing youth officers that help guide us through the 2015-2016 term. With our officer orientation (CRVOO) rapidly approaching, we want to make sure all of our incoming youth Presidents and Vice-Presidents are in attendance to get the training they need to start the year off right and be successful! (Hey, and our advisors too!) To end this month’s piece, thank you for doing what you do. Thank you for the countless hours that you put in to make our program a success. Thank you for caring, and for donating your time and money to a program that changes lives. (I know, because it changed mine!) It is an honor each time I get to work with any youth or adult who loves Venturing and Scouting in general. We are more than just a club or a group, but a family. To our new members that may be reading this for the first time, welcome, we are really glad you are here! And to those that have been here a while, we need you more than ever! Until next time, and next term, have a great month Central Region! Yours in Venturing,



Kris Kris Zahrobsky Central Region Venturing Advisor/ Chairman



Area 1



Area 2



Upcoming events:



Upcoming Events:



May 15th-17th, 2015, Area 1 Venturing ShindigStearns Scout Camp, MN



June 20th-23rd, 2015, Area 2 Venturing White Water Rafting, Fayetteville, MI



May 31st– June 6th, 2015, NYLT, Currue, MN



August 21st-23rd, 2015, Powder Horn, Twin Lake, MI



President: Michael O’Hara



President: Joey Jenkins



Advisor: Chris Sandberg



Advisor: Jeff Geralds



Area 3



Area 4



Upcoming events:



Upcoming Events:



May 15th-17th, 2015, Wood Badge, High Ridge, MO May 15th–17th, 2015, Sea Scout Rendezvous, Springfield, IL Also, check out Area 3’s YouTube page!



June 7th-12th, 2015, NYLT– BC, Lisbon, OH July 24th-26th, 2015, Wood Badge, Wakeman, OH August 7th-9th, 2015, Wood Badge, Portsmouth, OH August 28th-30th, 2015, Wood Badge, Peninsula, OH



http://www.youtube.com/user/CRVenturingArea3 President: Katie Bruton Advisor: Bob Vogt



President: Nate Steele Advisor: Duane Zobrist



Area 5



Area 6



Upcoming Events:



Upcoming Events:



May 31st– June 5th, 2015, NYLT– JC, Oskaloosa, KS July 5th-11th, 2015, Venturing Summer Camp, Camp Jayhawk, KS July 26th-31st, 2015, Venture Quest, Eureka Springs Beaver Lake, AR



May 15th-17th, 2015, Venturing Weekend, Yellow Springs, OH July 31st– August 2nd, 2015, Makahiki Festival, Warsaw, IN



President: Ramin Rostampour



President: Jennifer Bullock



Advisor: Julie Dalton



Advisor: Carla Gargas



Area 7 Upcoming Events: June 14th-20th, 2015, NYLT– TFC, Rochelle, IL June 20th, 2015, Blackhawk Area Regatta, Loves Park, IL October 3rd, 2015, Area 7 Venturing Extravaganza, Morris, IL



President: Katlin Adams Advisor: Rachel Zahrobsky



President’s Corner Happy May, Central Region! WOW! What a wonderful year we have had! I want to take a moment to share with you some of the amazing things that have happened here in our region this year:  WorldFest2015 attracted over 300 participants for a weekend of multi-cultural activities, outdoor programs, and making new friends.  69 Venturers and Advisors took over the Omaha Zoo in an Instagram challenge.  Nearly 100 Venturers built their own catapults and shot mini-marshmallows across the room at a conference as they explored STEM activities.  Several members of a crew deep fried a whole turkey for dinner at the Taste of Venturing event.  Venturers spent a weekend hiking, climbing, and rappelling in 2 feet of snow, snowmobiling, and ice fishing on a lake frozen 12 inches deep in February.  A group of youth and adults ran from the Hancock Building to the Bean and back in downtown Chicago, all while singing camp songs and high-fiving strangers back in June.  A weekend full of human foosball, water balloon battleship, and LARP-ing (foam weapon fighting) was enjoyed by over 1,000 participants in September  Crews from all over Minnesota gathered for a weekend to enhance their leadership skills and learn about the new Venturing program.



Central Region Venturing President: Emily Mausshardt [email protected] Central Region Venturing Advisor: Kris Zahrobsky [email protected] Central Region Venturing Vice President of Communications: Brian Parro [email protected] Central Region Venturing Associate Advisor for Communications: Deb Keyes [email protected]



That isn’t even everything that went on in the Central Region! Every weekend, Venturers and Advisors gathered to participate in Venturing activities and events. Think about all of the amazing memories and lifelong friendships that you created this year during Venturing events. What was your favorite moment? This President’s Corner is extremely bittersweet – it was with great honor and privilege that I was able to share my passion for Venturing with you all year. Thank you for making me feel so welcome on social media, at events and conferences, and here in the Central Point. It is your passion and support that keeps the Venturing program thriving! Additionally, I was blessed with an absolutely phenomenal team to work with this year. Michael, Joey, Katie, Nate, Ramin, Jenny, Katlin, Lizzie, Dagny, and Brian, along with the Area Vice Presidents and all of our wonderful advisors have spent countless hours working to improve Venturing in the Central Region. Without them, the awesome opportunities that happened in the Central Region that I listed above wouldn’t have happened. Thank you to the Central Region VOA for all of your hard work this year – I couldn’t have asked for better and more passionate Venturers and Advisors to work with! But don’t worry! The Central Point isn’t going anywhere! Brian Parro, the 2015-2016 Venturing President will be taking over this President’s Corner starting next month. He will, undoubtedly, have wonderful words of inspiration to share with us and will take the Central Region to new heights! Have a great summer, stay involved, and I will see you around, Central Region! Yours in Venturing,



Emily Emily Mausshardt Central Region Venturing President



About Our Organization... Venturing is a Scouting program for male and female youth ages 13-21 that lets youth experience new activities, build leadership skills, earn awards, make new friends, and of course have fun. The Central Region is one of four regions of the Boy Scouts of America. This region includes the states of: Minnesota, Wisconsin, North Dakota, South Dakota, Kansas, Missouri, Nebraska, Iowa, Illinois, Indiana, Ohio, Michigan, and West Virginia.
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