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BRIDGE TIPS from MARJORIE MICHELIN GRAND LIFE MASTER



Cue Bids I am so surprised when I hear from our newer and intermediate players that they “DON’T PLAY CUE BIDS”.



Of course, if you have to jump to 3 ♠ to show your good support — akin to a limit raise of an opening bid — you might catch your partner with this hand:



I find this frightening. To me it’s almost like saying I don’t play Stayman, Blackwood, or Gerber!!!! The cue bid takes many forms in bridge and is Essential to survival in the competitive bidding arena. You must have them in your bidding arsenal.



♠ AQ1098 ♥K3 ♦654 ♣983



A cue bid is: A FORCING bid in a suit in which the bidder does not wish to play. Various types of cue bids are; Western cue bids, Michaels cue bids, control showing cue bids, etc. The most common is the one we will discuss here, a cue bid showing a limit raise or better. This cue bid occurs in competition when the other side opens the bidding and your side overcalls. You raise your partner's overcall when possible. Your partner may have a good hand or a minimum overcall. You might have a simple raise or a good raise. That's where the cue bid comes in. Consider this auction (you are South): West 1♥



North 1♠



East South Pass ?



Now suppose you hold this hand: ♠ KJ65 ♥82 ♦AQ3 ♣ 7654 You will certainly raise partner's overcall, but if you bid just 2 ♠, partner will pass with this hand: ♠ AQ1098 ♥KQ3 ♦J1087 ♣ 2 As you can see, game is almost certain, but North will never make a move toward game over a simple raise, which could be based on as little as 6 HCP.
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A 1♠ overcall is perfectly reasonable with that hand, but the partnership is now too high. You can avoid this kind of problem when you have a limit-raise type of hand (or better) by cue bidding to show it. You, south, would bid 2 hearts, the opener’s suit, this is a cue-bid showing a limit raise or better in spades, your partner’s suit, If your partner thinks game might be in the offing over a limit raise, she can make a game try in one of her suits. If she signs off to show no game interest opposite a limit raise, you have succeeded in staying at the two level. Try these: LHO opened 1♦ and partner overcalls 1♠ It’s your call: Hand 1 ♠KJ7 ♥KJ32 ♦64 ♣QJ52 Hand 2 ♠KJ7 ♥643 ♦J64 ♣QJ52 Hand 3 ♠KQ6 ♥Q932 ♦85 ♣AKQ7 Hand 4 ♠KQ9876 ♥Q5 ♦5 ♣9876 Answers: Hand 1- you cue bid 2♦ showing a limit raise and pass if partner signs off in 2 spades. Hand 2- bid 2 spades Hand 3- cue bid 2♦. You have a sound raise to 4 spades opposite a minimum. We show this by cuebidding then if partner signs off we bid 4 spades anyway. Hand 4 – bid 4♠, a preempt. Partner knows you have less than a limit raise. Now partners don’t have to decide when you jump to 4 spades to bid Blackwood or not. If you jump immediately, they know it’s a pre-empt. If you cue bid, they know you have the goods!
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