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CURRICULUM GUIDE American Literature and Composition Honors and U.S. History Honors (Honors ALCUSH) Niles Township High Schools District 219 Skokie, Illinois 60077 Prepared by: Paul Wack, English, West Janet Kelsey, Social Studies, West Barbara Hoff, English, North



Scott Dahlberg, Director of Social Studies Jennifer Firer, Director of English and Reading District 219 Niles North: 9800 N. Lawler Ave. Skokie, IL 60077 847-626-2901 Niles West: 5701 W. Oakton St. Skokie, IL 60077 847-626-2601 August 2006



COURSE DESCRIPTION HONORS AMERICAN STUDIES (ALCUSH Honors) SO3U11 & EN3J11 Length: 2 semesters Credit: 4 credits (2 periods) Open to Grades: 11 Grade Weight: IV Prerequisite: Sophomore English and teacher recommendation



U.S. History (Honors) & American Literature and Composition (Honors) While the primary outcomes of the integrated course will be the same as those in the separate courses, students will also study the direct links between American history, American literature, and American culture in a thematic, team-taught setting. ALC (H): This course uses a thematic approach to the study of American literature and culture. It emphasizes close critical reading and analysis of primary and contemporary works of American literature. In conjunction with this literature study, the course emphasizes development of the student's rhetorical composition skills, orally and in writing. USH (H): This course is for students of above average ability and interest in the social studies. It is geared toward the student with higher than average skills in reading and writing. The content parallels UNITED STATES HISTORY 12-22, but emphasizes a more detailed study in both depth and scope within the framework of topics and/or time sequences. Students in this HONORS LEVEL course will spend significantly more outof-class time in preparation for class than those enrolled in regular sections and they will be expected to demonstrate the ability to work independently when required. The use of primary source documents will play a significant part in the development of the various lessons; primary source documents will be analyzed and evaluated, in discussions and in written responses, within the context(s) they were written. In addition, students are expected to be able to comprehend the above-grade level secondary source classroom materials. The major emphasis will be placed upon the exploration of ideas, theories, and motivating forces in the shaping of American society, as well as an analysis of primary sources. This course prepares the students for the state-required test on the state and national Constitutions.
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INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS English texts: Norton Anthologies, Vol. I&II The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn The Catcher in the Rye Grapes of Wrath A Farewell to Arms All the King’s Men Beloved Death of a Salesman Glass Menagerie Race The Crucible The Great Gatsby The Scarlet Letter The Things They Carried Black Boy Social Studies texts: U.S. History textbook: In the Course of Human Events, Downey, Giese and Metcalf
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OUTLINE OF THEMATIC UNITS Unit l: Culture Contact and the American Identity: Native Americans, “Settlers,” and creating an American “nation.” Overview of Student Learning Outcomes: • support and defend a these explaining the history of America as the meeting of different cultures. (State goals: 1.C.5b, 1.C.5c, 2.B.5b, 3.C.5a, 14.F.5, 15.A.5a, 16.A.5a, 16.A.5b, 16.D.5, 17.A.5, 17.C.5b, 18.C.5) • demonstrate knowledge of syncretism and cultural imperialism as they apply to the study of early American history and literature. (State goals: 1.A.5a, 1.A.5b, 14.D.5, 16.A.5a, 16.A.5b, 18.C.5) • explain how contact between Native Americans and early European “settlers” led to a pattern of cultural clashes. (State goals: 2.B.5b, 4.B.5a, 4.B.5b, 16.A.5a, 16.A.5b, 16.D.5, 16.E.5b, 17.A.5, 17.C.5b, 17.C.5c, 18.B.5, 18.C.5) • articulate how this encounter has shaped American history, culture and values. (State goals: 2.B.5b, 4.B.5a, 4.B.5b, 14.F.5, 16.A.5a, 16.A.5b, 16.E.5a, 18.A.5, 18.B.5, 18.C.5) • demonstrate knowledge of the forces that shaped the creation of the American political system and government. (State goals: 1.B.5a, 1.C.5a, 1.C.5d, 14.A.5, 14.F.5, 15.D.5b, 16.B.5b, 16.C.5b, 16.D.5, 17.A.5, 17.C.5c, 18.A.5, 18.B.5, 18.C.5) • analyze the meaning of a variety of early American primary source materials. (State goals 1.B.5a, 1.B.5b, 1.B.5c, 1.B.5d, 16.A.5a, 18.B.5) Timeline for the Unit: 6-9 weeks Materials Used to Teach the Unit: Excerpts from Lies My Teacher Told Me Montana 1948 Lone Ranger and Tonto Fistfight in Heaven Native American poetry “Ballad of Plastic Fred” excerpts from Native American Testimony Descriptions of Native American encounters with Europeans Chief Seattle speech The Crucible Anne Bradstreet William Bradford John Smith Readings from other explorers Founding Father documents Frederick Jackson Turner’s frontier thesis Incident at Oglala (documentary) Stagecoach excerpts (discussion of the Western – what it shows about defining us as Americans (how this definition changes to reflect the political/historical climate), depictions of Native Americans, etc. American History Honors textbook
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Activities and Assessment: • in class essays • journal • quizzes and tests • DBQs • trials • class discussion • small group exercises • essays integrating history and literature • films, video documentaries • analysis of primary documents • field trips relevant to unit • art history project • timelines • individual work with students related to Chicago History Fair requirement
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Unit 2: Race in America Student Learning Outcomes: • demonstrate understanding of the origins of the African slave trade and its effects on early American history. (State goals: 3.A.5, 3.B.5, 3.C.5a, 3.C 5b,14.F.5, 15.A.5a, 16.B.5b, 16.C.5b, 17.A.5, 17.C.5c, 18.A.5) • show how the American institution of slavery led to the American Civil War and its aftermath. (State goals: 3.A.5, 3.B.5,3.C.5a, 14.A.5, 14.F.5, 16.B.5b, 16.C.5b, 16.D.5, 17.A.5, 17.C.5c, 18.A.5, 18.C.5) • explain the connections between slavery and racism. (State goals: 2.B.5b, 3.C.5a, 4.B.5a, 4.B.5b, 14.D.5, 16.A.5a, 16.A.5b, 16.B.5a, 16.D.5, 18.A.5, 18.B.5, 18.C.5) • demonstrate understanding of the effects of slavery on American writers. (State goals: 1.B.5a, 1.B. 5b, 1.B.5c, 1.B.5d, 2.B.5a, 2.B.5b) • present an analysis of the continuing effects of racial conflict and inequality into the 20th century. (State goals: 5.A.5a, 5.B.5a, 5.C.5a, 5.C.5b, 14.A.5, 14.C.5, 14.F.5, 16.A.5a, 16.B.5a, 16.B.5b, 16.C.5b, 16.D.5, 17.C.5b, 17.D.5, 18.A.5, 18.B.5, 18.C.5) Timeline for Unit: 6-9 weeks Materials Used to Teach the Unit: Excerpts from Frederick Douglass and Harriet Jacobs Harlem Renaissance works Protest poems Excerpts from A Hope in the Unseen by Ron Suskind Beloved Black Boy Color Adjustment (documentary on depictions of African-Americans on T.V.) Contemporary problem-solving activities (e.g. affirmative action, race riots in Cincinnati, etc.) U.S. History Textbook Adventures of Huckleberry Finn Autobiography of Macolm X Glory Activities and Assessment: • in class essays • journal • quizzes and tests • DBQs • trials • class discussion • small group exercises • essays integrating history and literature • films, video documentaries • analysis of primary documents • field trips relevant to unit • art history project • timelines • individual work with students related to Chicago History Fair requirement
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Unit 3: Immigration, Urbanization and Industrialization Student Learning Outcomes: • demonstrate understanding of the transformation of American into an industrial society. (State goals: 3.A.5, 3.B.5.3.C.5a, 15.A.5a, 15.A.5b, 15.A.5c, 15.C.5a, 15.C.5b, 15.C.5c, 15.D.5a, 15.D.5c, 16.E.5a, 16.E.5b, 17.A.5, 18.A.5) • explain differences between old and new immigrants. (State goals: 2.A.5a, 2.B.5a, 2.B.5b, 3.A.5, 14.D.5, 15.C.5b, 16.B.5b, 16.E.5a, 17.C.5b, 17.C.5c) • understand the contributions of immigrants to American society and literature. (State goals: 2.A.5a, 2.A.5b, 2.A.5c, 2.B.5a, 2.B.5b, 14.D.5, 14.F.5, 15.A.5a, 16.B.5a, 16.B.5b, 16.D.5, 16.E.5a, 17.A.5, 17.C.5b, 17.C.5c, 17.D.5, 18.A.5, 18.B.5, 18.C.5) • articulate the origins of the “American Dream” and the rise of consumerism. (State goals: 4.B.5a, 4.B.5b,15.A.5c, 15.A.5d, 15.B.a, 15.B.5b, 15.B.5c, 16.C.5b, 16.D.5, 18.A.5, 18.C.5) • understand the rise of the labor movement and the distribution of power and wealth in American society. (State goals: 2.B.5b,14.D.5, 15.C.5a, 15.C.5b, 15.C.5c, 15.E.5a, 15.E.5b, 15.E.5c, 16.A.5a, 16.A.5b, 16.B.5a, 16.B.5b, 16.C.5b, 18.A.5, 18.B.5, 18.C.5) • evaluate student presentations on immigration, urbanization, and industrialization. (State goals: 4.A.5a, 4.A.5b, 14.D.5, 14.F.5, 16.A.5a, 16.A.5b,16.B.5b, 16.C.5b, 16.C.5b, 18.B.5) Timeline for Unit: 6-9 weeks Materials Used to Teach This Unit: Studs Terkel oral histories The House on Mango Street Maggie: A Girl of the Streets Short stories, poems, etc. Excerpts from The Jungle Death of a Salesman Italianamerican (Martin Scorsese documentary interviewing his parents) Students will research their own immigration stories as well – build their families’ arrivals into timeline of immigration history (their immigration patterns reflect changes in U.S. immigration policy). U.S. History Honors textbook Excerpts from “The Culture of Narcissism” (essay) The Great Gatsby “Affluenza” (video) “Merchants of Cool” Stock Market game using actual pre-crash stock prices Analysis of advertising from the 20s and today The Namesake The Grapes of Wrath “The Shirt” (poem by Robert Pinsky) Excerpts from Marx Excerpts from Studs Terkel’s Working Matewan, Life and Debt, Harlan County U.S.A. Activities and Assessment: • in class essays
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journal quizzes and tests DBQs trials class discussion small group exercises essays integrating history and literature films, video documentaries analysis of primary documents field trips relevant to unit individual work with students related to Chicago History Fair requirement oral history art history projects timelines



Unit 4: American Foreign Policy from Imperialism to the Cold War Student Learning Outcomes: • discuss and write about the roots of imperialism and American activism in the world. (State goals: 3.A.5, 3.B.5, 3.C.5a, 3.C.5b,4.B.5a, 4.B.5b, 14.E.5, 15.D.5a, 15.D.5b, 15.D.5c, 16.A.5a, 16.A.5b, 16.B.5a, 16.C.5b, 17.B.5, 17.C.5c, 18.C.5) • explain the causes and effects of World Wars I and II. (State goals: 4.B.5a, 4.B.5b, 4.B.5c, 4.B.5d, 14.E.5, 16.B.5a, 17.B.5,17.C.5c) • support and defend a thesis explaining the origins of the Cold War and its effects on American foreign policy. (State goals: 5.B.5a, 5.B.5b, 5.C.5a, 5.C.5b,14.B.5, 16.A.5a, 16.A.5b, 16.B.5b, 16.C.5a, 16.C.5b, 17.B.5, 17.C.5c, 18.C.5) • demonstrate knowledge of America’s role in the post-Cold War world. (State goals: 3.A.5, 3.B.5, 3.C.5a, 3.C.5b, 14.E.5, 15.D.5b, 15.D.5c, 16.A.5a, 16.A.5b, 16.B.5a, 16.B.5c, 16.E.5a, 17.B.5, 17.C.5a, 17.C.5c, 17.D.5) Timeline for Unit: 6-9 weeks Materials Used to Teach This Unit: Speeches by Theodore Roosevelt, members of Anti-imperialist movement Recent State of the Union addresses Spoon River Anthology Brochures from Midway exhibit at 1893 Columbian Exhibition in Chicago Poetry, political cartoons from the debate over imperialism Why We Fight: War Comes to America (Frank Capra U.S. propaganda film) Excerpts from Fog of War, Atomic Café, Japanese animated film of dropping the bomb Deceit and Indifference: America and the Holocaust A Farewell to Arms Excerpts from The Things They Carried Saving Private Ryan Excerpts from Mash, Platoon, Born on the Fourth of July, Full Metal Jacket, Dr. Strangelove Hearts and Minds Vietnam War poetry Current articles on American foreign policy
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Activities and Assessment: • in class essays • journal • quizzes and tests • DBQs • trials • class discussion • small group exercises • essays integrating history and literature • films, video documentaries • analysis of primary documents • field trips relevant to unit • individual work with students related to Chicago History Fair requirement • oral history • art history project • timelines
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