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REQUEST FOR LETTERS OF INTENT (LOI) Deadline EXTENDED Powell Center Scholar in Women’s Health Research NATURE AND PURPOSE OF THE PROGRAM The Powell Center Scholar in Women’s Health Research award is designed to assist a junior faculty (female or male) develop a research career focused on women’s health or sex differences research. The program will provide mentorship, training, oversight, and pilot funds. Applicants must be able to make a strong case connecting how their research impacts the health of aging women. Research projects do not have to involve studies exclusively of this group or IMPORTANT DATES of conditions that only affect aging women. In (Revised dates) addition to the research project, each recipient is Announcement Date: October 27, 2016 expected to undertake activities that will benefit the Powell Center and the field of women’s health or LOI Deadline: January 17, 2017 sex/gender differences. Application Deadline: March 31, 2017 The award is funded through an endowment that is (by invitation only) designed to “be used to advance research, education, or other activities directly related to the Award Notification: Apri/May 2017 improvement of the health and well-being of Start Date: Early June 2017/Negotiable menopausal women.” Program Overview:  $35,000 in research support for two years (total: $70,000)  Departmental/commitment for 30% protected time  Only one proposal will be awarded for this RFA  Full-time Assistant Professor with salaried appointment at the University of Minnesota regardless of discipline (in rank ≤ 6 years), primary mentor, secondary mentor, and biostatistician  Current and past K-level Scholars (CTSI, BIRCWH, and other K Scholars) and Masonic Cancer Scholars are not eligible  Research must be relevant to women’s health or sex/gender differences with potential impact on aging women.  Award will support basic, clinical, translational, epidemiological, or health services research  Applications from researchers from under-represented groups are strongly encouraged



PHASE I – Request for Letters of Intent (LOI) The LOIs should be no more than two pages in length and include the following: 1. Scholar name, Rank, Department/Division, School/College, and contact information 2. Project title & priority area being addressed by this study 3. Potential mentoring team, including rank, department/division, school/college of each team member 4. Draft specific aims 5. Significance of research 6. Brief explanation of background and interest in women’s health or sex/gender differences research 7. Scholar’s curriculum vitae 8. Submit your LOI to [email protected] by 4:00 pm on January 17, 2017. Scholar in Women’s Health Research LOI 2016
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PHASE II – Invitation to Submit Full Application Selection Criteria The Powell Center for Women’s Health Leadership Team and the Mature Women’s Health Scientific Advisory Committee will select the Scholar in Women’s Health using the following criteria:            



Previous background, experience, and interest in women’s health or sex/gender differences research Current or previous work (if any) that is relevant to the project Commitment to a career in women’s health or sex/gender differences research Significance of the topic to women’s health or sex/gender differences research and its potential for impact on aging women. Specific aims of the proposed research are achievable within the given project timeline. Quality of the research plan including significance and innovation Strength of the interdisciplinary mentoring team How the proposed project furthers the knowledge of women’s health in the community and among women The likelihood the proposed project will contribute to the applicant’s research career in women’s health and future funding Potential of the proposed activities to advance the Powell Center’s Mature Women’s Health Initiative The budget is reasonable and covers expenses critical for the project to succeed Department Head Letter of Support and Documentation of 30% protected research time



Eligibility Requirements    



     



United States citizen, permanent resident, and non-permanent resident. Conduct basic, clinical, translational, epidemiological, or health services research focused on women’s health or sex/gender differences Hold a PhD, MD, DO, DDS, DVM, OD, DC, PharmD or an equivalent degree Junior faculty member (Assistant Professor with salaried appointment at the University of Minnesota regardless of discipline (in rank ≤ 6 years) who has the potential to establish a funded research program in women’s health or sex differences. Applicants can have a signed and accepted offer letter at the University of Minnesota at the time of application with a start date before the start of the grant (must provide copy in application). Includes affiliated faculty at the VA, HCMC, and Regions Hospital. Current and past K-level Scholars (CTSI, BIRCWH, and other K Scholars) and Masonic Cancer Women’s Health Scholars, and adjunct faculty are ineligible Department or School must provide 30% protected research time in support of this award Applicants must have an interprofessional research team which includes a primary and secondary mentor at the rank of Associate Professor or higher from at least two disciplines (professions) and a biostatistician or colleague with statistics and/or methodological expertise Be able to attend all Clinical and Translational Institute’s K Scholar seminars and Building Research Careers in Women’s Health (BIRCWH) seminars/events and annual evaluations Commit to a minimum of 2 years of research training Participants are required to apply for a NIH K award, R21, R01, or R01 equivalent (e.g., foundation grant) by the end of the training period
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Reporting and Other Requirements 



All work conducted under the auspices of this appointment must acknowledge the funding source, the Powell Center Mature Women’s Health Fund. Present a poster at the Annual Research Conference of the Powell Center for Women’s Health each year. Present at the Women’s Health Interdisciplinary Lecture Series during the award period. One mid-term report will be due after the first year of the appointment describing current progress. A final report will be required at the completion of the second year of the grant outlining how the endowment funds were used and whether the aims of the application were achieved. Reports should be submitted to Powell Center Director, Nancy C. Raymond, MD at [email protected]. During the funding period, the Scholar in Women’s Health Research is expected to use the name of the appointment as a part of their title in correspondence and in other official communications, i.e., Jane Doe, PhD, 2017 Powell Center Scholar in Women’s Health Research.



     



Funding 



$35,000 each year for two years ($70,000 total). Funds can be used in direct support of the research and training activities, as well as activities related to furthering the Mature Women’s Health Initiative. No carry forward will be allowed without written permission. Written permission must be submitted within 30 days prior to the end of the grant period to Dr. Nancy Raymond, Director of the Powell Center of Women’s Health. No travel funds allowed without permission. Funding period for year 1 begins June 1, 2017 (negotiable) and ends May 31, 2018. Funding for year 2 is dependent on year 1 progress.



  



Application Guidelines Submit your application in Arial 11 pt. font with ½ inch margins, single-spaced. No PRF is required. Your complete application should adhere to the guidelines below and must include: 1.



Online Application Application will be submitted online through REDCap.



2.



Cover Page Include the title of the project, PI’s name, credentials, and contact information.



3.



Research Proposal: 5 pages A. Background and Interest – 1 page limit max I. Describe your research experience and the origin of your interest in women’s health or sex/gender differences research II. Identify a specific area of research in women’s health, your expected contributions to this area of research over the next 10 years, and how it will impact the health of aging women. B. Research Proposal to include I. Specific aims (1 page limit) II. Background, significance, and innovation of the work (1 page limit) III. Brief summary of preliminary data relevant to this application. If new to the area, preliminary data from other sources that provide the rationale for your proposal can be used (1/2 page limit) IV. Approach including study design, data collection methods, analysis plan, and sample size justification with power estimate (if relevant) (2 page limit) C. References (1 page max – not included in page maximum)



4.



Research Career Development Plan: I. Career vision and mission



Scholar in Women’s Health Research LOI 2016



1 page



2 pages max + Page 3 of 4



II. Long-term research goal III. Annual goals, specific objectives and competencies, and activities for each of the two years IV. Describe how the proposed educational plan supplements previous educational background V. Describe timeline with regard to submitting a NIH grant award by the end of the funding period VI. Interprofessional research team and their contributions to your research career development plan VII. Plan for interacting with mentoring team



Research Career Developm ent (Template provided)



5.



Contribution to the Powell Center’s Mature Women’s Health Initiative Describe your plan including proposed activities for how you contribute to the Powell Center and the field of women’s health or sex/gender differences.



1 page max



6.



Department Head Statement Dean and Department head letter of support including documentation of 30% protected research time.



2 pages max



7.



Scholar - Updated CV



8.



Mentors - NIH Biosketch Each mentor must submit a NIH biosketch using the current template.



9.



Detailed Budget and Justification Please use the NIH Budget form for your two-year budget. In your justification, be sure all items in the budget are listed.



10.



Application Submission Applications must be completed by Friday, March 31, 2017 by 4:00 pm.



Contact Information If you would like to learn more about the Scholar in Women’s Health Research program, please contact the Powell Center at [email protected] or call 612-626-1125 to schedule a meeting with a Powell Center leadership team member.
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