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FREE KURDISH GIRL SHILAN OZCELIK and send weapons to YPG NOW! Dear Honorable Minister Theresa May. Thanks for your dedicated service to the wonderful country of Great Britain! I strongly urge you to 1: Send heavy weapons to YPG/YPJ now! I said now! 2: Take contact with Rojava representatives and trust them when they promise that these weapons are not going to be used against Turkey. 3: Free SHILAN OZCELIK. 4:Send military advisors to Rojava to help them in their fight. 5: Reconsider and ultimately remove the PKK from the list of terrorist organisations – I must acknowledge it is a somewhat thorny issue and I won't pretend to be an expert, but is it right to demonize millions of peaceful kurds, who simply seek autonomy and recognition, not independence from Turkey? (At least as far as I understand it!)



Please consider my thoughts with regard to this fivefold appeal: It is an unjust act by The UK GOVT to jail and prosecute SHILAN OZCELIK, who wanted to go and join the kurdish YPG/YPJ and in this way help her suffering people in Syria – at least as far as I understand it! I respectfully call for immediate release of this innocent young woman, and I want those who jailed her to be held to account for this unjust act. Why are you – our elected politicians - not helping YPG in their fight against ISIS? Why are you so passive? Why are you not sending them weapons? - weapons sorely needed and weapons they themselves HAVE ASKED for a long time ago. How many (YPG/YPJ) kurds (and Assyrians and Syriacs) will be buried today and tomorrow because we – or our politicians - in Europe apparently flatly refused to help them with heavy weapons?
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Only because our politicians fear the ”intimidating turks”? I simply can't see any other intelligent explanation for this omission. Former PM Blair is right when he says: "former Prime Minister Tony Blair warned yesterday that Western governments have not fully grasped the scale of the threat posed by militant Islamism and need to be prepared for a “long haul” to defeat it. “We have not yet understood the depth of this problem, and the need for a comprehensive strategy to deal with it,” he said. “It is not just Islamic State in Iraq and Syria... It is happening day in and day out – there are thousands of people losing their lives every few weeks.” i



PICture: YPJ fighter



The European Parliament passed a nonbinding ”resolution on recent attacks and abductions by Da’esh in the Middle East, notably of Assyrians” just two days ago! It says among others ”Encourages the cooperation with newly emerging regional and local forces, such as the Kurdish Regional Government in Iraq, Kurdish groups elsewhere, such as the role of YPG in the liberation of Kobane, and the Syriac Military Council, as well as local self-governing entities in the region which have shown more commitment to human rights and democracy than their countries’ rulers; salutes, in particular, the courage of the Kurdish Peshmerga forces who have done so much to protect endangered minorities; ”ii With the support from The European Parliament



Should we not then help the brave men and women in YPG/YPJ with the heavy weapons they so desperately need?? It is worth noticing that an increasing number of arabs are joining the YPG, and assyrians and syriacs are also fighting alongside the YPG/YPJ – or within the ranks of YPG/YPJ. iii”all are fighting in one trench, shoulder to shoulder, to repel this terrorist organisation that targets the lives of unarmed civilians...” Press release from YPG: https://twitter.com/Rojekazad/status/576398631416303616
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I therefore strongly urge you to 1: Send heavy weapons to YPG/YPJ now! I said now! 2: Take contact with Rojava representatives and trust them when they promise that these weapons are not going to be used against Turkey. 3: Free SHILAN OZCELIK. 4:Send military advisors to Rojava to help them in their fight. 5: Reconsider and ultimately remove the PKK from the list of terrorist organisations – I must acknowledge it is a somewhat thorny issue and I won't pretend to be an expert, but is it right to demonize millions of peaceful kurds, who simply seek autonomy and recognition, not independence from Turkey? (At least as far as I understand it!)



Sincerely yours Heine Strømdahl Math teacher, freelance translator Copenhagen 13-03-15 P.S. A response wil be appreciated. P.P.S Excuse my broken English :)



i Tony Blair quote: http://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/crime/silhan-ozcelikdisgusting-trial-for-young-woman-who-tried-to-fight-against-isis-10105004.html ii http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=//EP//NONSGML+MOTION+P8-RC-2015-0240+0+DOC+PDF+V0//EN iii
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”Arab fighter in Kobanê: YPG defends the fraternity of peoples SEDAT SUR - KOBANÊ 14.01.2015 11:00:11 Arab YPG fighter Şevger Himo said that the ranks of the YPG were a place where young people from all over the world who wanted democracy could meet.



Himo, an Arab from the Cizîrê Canton, who spoke to ANF said he joined the YPG 3 years ago, and three months ago came to Kobanê oh his own volition to join the resistance. Four of Himo's brothers are also involved in various institutions in Rojava. The egalitarian nature of the revolution Şevger Himo said he had lived in Qamişlo (Qamishli) for a long time and become acquainted with the Kurdish Freedom Movement through his elder brother, but our loyalty to and belief in the Kurtdish movement really developed after the revolution in Rojava." With the gun given him by his father Şevger Himo said he had received his call up papers from the regime, adding: ''I didn't want to do military service for the regime, I preferred to join the YPG, which is defending the Rojava revolution. My family supported this decision, as the revolution represents the unity of peoples. When I joined the YPG it had limited capabilities and my father gave me his own AK47." Went to Kobanê before his wounds had completely healed
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''After I had joined the YPG 3 years ago my elder brother İshak Himo joined the public security and two other brothers joined the struggle in different institutions." He added that the YPG defended the whole of Rojava, and that when attacks began on Kobanê he wanted to go there, but had had to wait until he was discharged from hospital after being wounded in a clash in Hesekê. Himo said he had been in Kobanê for 3 months, and that the defence of that city meant the defence of the Rojava revolution that was the democratic future all the peoples and beliefs in Syria and Rojava. ''A great resistance is going on here. We are opposing ISIS attacks inspired by Leader Apo, and wherever ISIS attacks we will oppose them." Enemy of peoples and faiths ''If there hadn't been a resistance in Kobanê, ISIS, acting in the name of the Arab people, would have carried out a massacre," said Şevger Himo, adding that ISIS was the enemy of peoples and faiths in the Middle East. 'As an Arab, I call on the Arab people to support the YPG, which believes in democracy and defends the fraternity of peoples, against the savagery of ISIS." Himo said he had not once encountered any prejudice or negative views towards the Arab people since he had joined the YPG, adding that peoples from many different places had joined the organisation. Şevger Himo said he had been profoundly influenced by Rojvan, an Iranian who he met in Kobanê and who fell in December. He added that that the ranks of the YPG were a place where young people from all over the world who wanted democracy could meet. A joint struggle Şevger Himo said it was not just one city that was being defended, but that the resistance in Kobanê and the Rojava revolution represented the joint struggle of all oppressed peoples in the region and worldwide. He said that although many young women and men from Kobanê were involved in the resistance, some had left the city, and he called on them to return and take their places in the resistance. The Lions Of Rojava” https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=325679550972901&id=290140627860127
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